GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2005 

Welcome to Gifted Resources Email Newsletter.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please email gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Subscribe newsletter

If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter please inform us and we will take you off the list (see contact details below) Email: gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Unsubscribe newsletter
Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category. If you would prefer to receive a plain text version of the newsletter with no graphics or photos please let us know and it can be arranged Email:gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Plain text newsletter 

Very recently we had problems with a new trojan which was not picked up and removed by our security system. We have upgraded our security and sincerely hope that all is well now. 

As new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time it is very important to have your security systems up to date. 

You can also read this newsletter and previous issues from January 2005 No 1 online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/cmt/shared_files/index.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS 

In early March Victor Perton, Shadow Minister for Education met with a small group representing many different facets of Gifted Education in Melbourne to determine needs in order to formulate policies.These were the Issues Identified: 

· Need to change cultural ideas and attitudes towards the concept of giftedness 

· Need to debunk persisting myths relating to giftedness and gifted people 

such as providing services for gifted students is elitist

gifted students will manage without any special provisions

gifted students represent an already advantaged group

· Need to cultivate an attitude that it is desirable and acceptable to cater for the needs of gifted students 

· Need for funding for programs such as SEALP programs 

· Need for education of gifted students to be a compulsory part of the education of teachers and incentives made to make ongoing PD for teachers in the area of gifted education desirable 

· Need for principals to be well versed in the education of gifted students and to receive suitable PD so that they are in a position to ‘lead from the top’ 

· Need for ‘streaming’, grouping and opportunities for gifted students to be part of a cohort in order to have intellectual peers for challenge and social companionship 

· Need for an increase in high quality SEAL programs with excellent accredited teachers, excellent curriculum, suitable methods of student selection and access to professional counselors with expertise in care of the gifted and related areas such as Aspergers Syndrome 

· Need for recognition that suitable provision for gifted student has the effect of lifting the whole and is not elitist 

· Need for excellent ‘lighthouse projects’ in all regions 

· Need to implement and sustain the recommendations made to the Senate Select Committees of 1988 and 2001 and the projects commenced under the Bright Futures policy of 1995 

· Need to provide adequately for education of gifted students in low socio-economic groups 

· Need to provide adequately for education of gifted students in rural provincial areas 

· Need for funding to be made available to parents who are homeschooling gifted children 

· Need to identify and recognize gifted students with learning difficulties and gifted visual spatial learners and accommodate appropriately with modification of curriculum and teaching methods 

· Need to foster creativity and original thinking so that gifted students will be able to fulfill their potential and contribute original concepts without being constricted by preconceived ideas

Here are dates for forthcoming Gifted Resources activities 

Thursday 28 April 7.00 pm 

Film Discussion Evening 

Spellbound with Kim Edwards 

Venue : The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College Plymouth Rd Croydon Vic 3136 

Cost : $10.00 includes light supper and handout notes 

Friday 29 April 10.30 - 12.30 

Understanding your gifted child - a series of talks with Lesley Sword 

Intellectual Complexity - Being out of step with age peers 

Gifted children are more advanced intellectually than children of their own age. With intellectual advancement comes complexity; the ability to perceive multitudinous relationships in all things. For gifted children, nothing is as simple as it seems. Complexity leads to a demand for accuracy, exactness, precision of thought and expression that can result in gifted children being argumentative. Gifted complexity can be a social liability. 

Venue : The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College Plymouth Rd Croydon Vic 3136 

Cost : $5.00 

Friday 27 May 10.30 - 12.30 

Understanding your gifted child - a series of talks with Lesley Sword 

Emotional Intensity - The force that drives the gifted intellect 

Giftedness has an emotional as well as an intellectual aspect. Gifted children not only think differently from their peers, they also feel differently. This difference in feeling is emotional intensity; a positive force for the gifted which feeds, enriches, empowers and amplifies talent. Emotional intensity is expressed by the gifted through a wide range of feelings, attachments, compassion, heightened sense of responsibility and scrupulous self-examination. While these are normal for the gifted and appear very early in gifted children, they are often mistaken for emotional immaturity rather than as evidence of a rich inner life. 

Venue : The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College Plymouth Rd Croydon Vic 3136 

Cost : $5.00 

Friday 17 June 10.30 - 12.30 

Understanding your gifted child - a series of talks with Lesley Sword 

Idealism, Perfectionism and Expanded Moral Awareness 

Idealism in the gifted is linked to their exceptional conceptual reasoning ability. Idealism is an abstract intellectual concept; a vision of what is possible, what could be. It is a positive quality - the driving energy that propels gifted children forward towards achievement. However, when idealism turns into perfectionism, it can immobilise the gifted child and have a negative effect upon achievement.Moral concern can be observed in even very young gifted children and is an expression of intellectual complexity and emotional intensity. Gifted children feel deeply for others and will often become distressed when they can see and understand the problems of the world but are powerless to alleviate them. They will frequently ask questions and express concern about world problems - poverty, war, environmental devastation. This empathy for the suffering of others makes gifted children particularly vulnerable to the many forms of insensitivity they see on television, at school or in the world around them.

Venue : The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College Plymouth Rd Croydon Vic 3136 

Cost : $5.00 

Friday 22 July 10.30 - 12.30 

Understanding your gifted child - a series of talks with Lesley Sword 

The Gifted Introvert - the rule rather than the exception 

Introversion is a personality characteristic that increases with intelligence; so the majority of gifted children are introverts. Introverts are private, often shy, people who need quiet time and space in which to think and feel. In an extraverted world, gifted introverts are frequently misunderstood and misjudged. However, introversion is perfectly normal for the majority of gifted children and does not need "fixing". 

Venue : The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College Plymouth Rd Croydon Vic 3136 

Cost : $5.00 

Tragic news 

The Gifted Community around the world was shocked and saddened by the news of the death by suicide of profoundly gifted 14 year old Brandenn Bremmer 

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/youngest_ever.htm 

http://www.windcallenterprises.com/music.htm 

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=4281286 

http://tinyurl.com/6gnnn 

http://www.journalstar.com/articles/2005/03/19/local/doc423b7b8d8a623674434158.txt 

http://www.helenair.com/articles/2005/03/20/national/a10032005_02.txt 

A temporary on-line forum was set up to give support to the families who knew Brandenn and parents and teachers who had concerns for their own children. It was a highly emotional forum and many aspects were discussed including isolation, depression, religious and spiritual values. 

Some of the articles that were shared : 

http://psych.wisc.edu/henriques/papers/Jackson.pdf 

http://www.kidsource.com/kidsource/content3/Suicide.exceptional.k12.3.html 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,8123-966019,00.html 

http://www.healthyplace.com/Communities/Depression/children.asp
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Carolyn K gathered articles on a new Hoagies page 

www.hoagiesgifted.org/depression.htm 
And Dr Fernette Eide added a section to her blog 

http://eideneurolearningblog.blogspot.com/2005/03/existential-depression-and-suicide-in.html
The Thread Project 

http://www.threadproject.com/asp/default.asp 

Last Year Gifted Resources participated in the 1.5 Million Butterflies Project. 

This year we will be participating in The Thread Project. 

From the home page :
Become part of this amazing cloth. Join thousands of people from around 
the world by sending a piece of ribbon, hemp, string, or other fiber to The
Thread Project: One World, One Cloth. The individual threads are being 
tied together and woven into seven world cloths-the first of which is called
"Hope Materializing." These cloths celebrate the boldness of our cultural
diversity and the unity of our human hearts. Resembling large wall
tapestries, these cloths will hang in nations throughout the world,
reminding people that we are, ultimately, a global family of one." 

So we would be delighted to receive threads from our newsletter readers and their networks and we will pack up balls and send them in to the project. The suggested length for each thread is between 12 to 72 inches. Any and all threads are welcome. You may want to select a thread that carries special meaning. Ribbons from baby booties, wedding bibles, wedding pillows, stuffed animals, and christening gowns already have been tied on. You may wish to send a particular piece of lace or twine. Some have cut an inch-wide strip from a special article of cloth or clothing. Family, friends and couples have joined or braided threads together as one. 

Please post them to 1 Malcolm Rd Croydon North Vic. 3136 


mc2 My Connected Community site for Gifted Resources http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/index.html 

and Gifted Resources Homepage http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html 

I intend to utilise this Community site and homepage more this year and have expanded the website a great deal in the last few days. The mc2webpage generator is very easy to use and I am having a lot of fun with it. I plan to go to a training session in April to learn more about it. 

Please drop in for a visit and sign the guest book - there is a forum, events calendar and poll facilities and a place for shared files where I will archive Gifted Resources Newsletters so that people can look back through past editions. You can read without becoming a member and logging in but some features can only be used by members (no cost involved in becoming a member) 

Gifted Homeschoolers Group 

There has been some interest in the idea of a Gifted Homeschoolers Group which would meet once a month at Gifted Resources in Melbourne. If you would be interested in joining such a group please could you email Jo at giftedresources@virtual.net.au or phone Jo on (03)9727 4662 

IN THE NEWS 

Sydney Morning Herald 

http://www.smh.com.au/text/articles/2005/03/17/1110913741890.html 

Sporting chance for Victoria's youth by Paula Beauchamp
The Herald Sun 29.03.05 

http://heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,12685544%255E2862,00.html 

Backlash at sport school by Mark Moor
The Herald Sun 30.03.05
http://heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,12695587%255E2862,00.html 

Give academic excellence a sporting chance by Kevin Donnelly
The Age, March 31, 2005
http://theage.com.au/articles/2005/03/30/1111862458549.html 

Free education and harsh realities 

http://www.theage.com.au/news/Editorial/Free-education-policies-and-harsh-realities/2005/03/29/1111862387941.html?oneclick=true 

Birth size and IQ 

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2005/03/30/1111862461355.html 

.

Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars: 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic.at 10.30 am on 6 April, 4 May, 1 June 2005 

Chat evenings at Andrea Butchard's home 26 April, 24 May, 28 June 2005 

Guest speaker Psychologist Judy Parker "Advocating for your gifted child" 

Tuesday 19 April 2005 7.30 pm 

Venue : The Glen Frost Room, Croydon Library, Croydon 

Cost : $15.00 Bookings Essential 

Contact Jennifer Grant (03) 9779 4218 

Family Fun Day TASKWORKS www.taskworks.com.au 

25 Glenvale Cres. Mulgrave Vic 

Sun 22 May 2005 2.00-4.00 pm 

Cost Adults 6.50 Children $13.50 Family (2A, 2C) $36.00 extra child $6.50 Bookings Essential 

Contact Jennifer Grant (03) 9779 4218 by 12 May as if there are sufficient numbers MGCPA may be able to have exclusive use of the venue. 

Sun 24 July 

Games Demo afternoon with Julian Clarke from Unhalfbricking. http://www.games.unhalfbricking.com/ He is going to try and rope in a couple of his friends, and run a full-on “session” for the strategy game diehards, as well as a general demo of games he has. More information about this event to come 

BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS 

Drama Workshops for Children 9 years and up 

Saturdays during term time 

12.15 - 2.00pm 

Contact Jason 9587 9535 

Primary Minds Meet in the Park 

Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm 

Contact Julie 9895 2680 

Playgroup
Mondays 9:30 - 11:30 am
For information contact Libby on 9592 4515 

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 

Secretary; Angela Shlansky

Ph 03) 55629956

ashlansk@bigpond.net.au 

QUEENSLAND ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN
2005 INFORMATION NIGHTS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS
Date :Tue 12 April 
Speaker : Mr Ken Imison, Education Consultant
Topic : Nurturing Not Neglecting Gifted Students
Date :Tue 26 April 
Speaker :Ms Julie O'Neill, Psychologist
Topic: Parenting With Emotional Intelligence

Meetings start at 7 pm at Matthew Flinders Anglican College, Stringybark Road, Buderim.
Go in the main entrance, park in the top carpark and head to the right to the Lecture Theatre.
Cost $5.00. Refreshments will be served.
Bookings essential, call Lisa ph: 5492 8683 or E-mail Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

or Nicole ph: 5478 8962 or E-mail nicole_lass@hotmail.com
Mr Ken Imison, a higly experienced Education Consultant, will be on the 
Sunshine Coast from 9-16 April, conducting Structure of Intellect 
Assessments.He can be contacted for appointments on ph(07) 4630 8889, E-mail kimison@ozemail.com.au 

MORE DETAILS RE EXTENSION AND HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 

It is one of those Murphy's Law things that as soon as you send out a newsletter more information comes in. So here are the ones that eluded the Gifted Resources Newsletter - Extension and holiday programs. 

Website for Able Learners Extension Program Bendigo 

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/giftedchildren/ 

For full details of activities contact 

Pam Lyons 

Co-ordinator Able Learners Enrichment Program 

LaTrobe University 

Phone (03) 5444 7441 (office) 

0421 643 478 (mobile) 

(03) 5475 2906 (home) 

Email p.lyons@latrobe.edu.au 

Details of CHIP Geelong April Holiday Program 

Held at Belmont Primary School Mt Pleasant Road 

*Wednesday 13th April with the World of Robotics 

Topic Robot Rescue 9.30 -12.00 (Grade 1 to 4) 

Task: To design build and construct a skeletal manual mechanical machine which can rescue a survivor from an environment with out moving the structures to gain access to the human survivors. The students will not be able to take their machines home. 

Topic Robot Games 12.30-3.00 (Grade 5 up) 

Task: In this session students will design , build to a Design criteria i.e. size ,weight, ability's ,a controllable competitor that can be in following fields; weight lifter, boxer, golfer table tennis wrestler and they will have access to motors and control panels The students will not be able to take their machines home. 

Cost: $25 per session $45 for both sessions 

*Thursday 14th April Paper Capers 2 with Ewan Hume 10.00 to 1.00 

Art & Craft: More Paper Capers (any ability level) NB: this is a half day activity
(We will be learning different paper crafts from those covered last September Holidays.)Paper is not only for writing on! Have stacks of fun making things out of paper and learn new ways of using paper that you can use again and again – to jazz up assignments, make cards and gifts for friends or just for fun! Activities will include: Paper tole, silhouettes and paper stained glass windows.Please bring a photo of a person or a pet to make into a silhouette picture. You are also welcome to bring any other pictures, photos or special papers to include in your designs.Cost: $25

*Friday 15th rd April Futuristic Design with Dean Smith 10.00 to 1.00

Buckmister Fuller designed the Geodesic dome...what will you be able to do? In this class students will be shown the most significant building designs as they make their own models. For might bring home a new design lampshade or chair, or a new or improved design for a new building. The topics will range from looking a shape vocabulary to modernistic building and furniture. The students will be able to take their models home. Cost: $25

YOUNG RESEARCHERS
The Young Researchers Program has been running in each term holiday break since January 1995. Highly able students in Years 7–10 engage in challenging activities across a variety of academic disciplines with like minded peers.

The 2004 program attracted a large number of students interested in Genetics, Planetary Science, the Electric Car Challenge and the Creative Writing courses.

The Genetics program run by Dawn Gleeson each January has been completed. Additional Young Researchers classes are being offered throughout the year. The April program is outlined below. This year the University break does not coincide with school holidays, so for this holiday period only classes will be held at Genazzano FCJ College, Cotham Road, Kew. 

Could you please pass on this information and enrolment form to interested students whom you believe would benefit from the Young Researchers experience? Details of each course are attached. I am available on the number below if you would like to discuss the program in more detail.

COURSE: Literature Study: "To Kill A Mockingbird".

DATE: Monday 11 & Tuesday 12 April 2005

TIME 10.00am – 3.00pm

VENUE Genazzano FCJ College Library.

COST $150

COURSE: Chemistry: Acid Base Titration

DATE: Wednesday 13 April 2005

TIME 10.00am – 3.00pm

VENUE Genazzano FCJ College Chemistry Lab.

COST $110

COURSE: The Electric Car Challenge

DATE: Thursday 14 April 2005

TIME: 10.00am – 3.00pm

VENUE: Genazzano FCJ College Chemistry Lab.

COST: $110

Christine Shannon

Young Researchers Program

P.O.Box 4117

Melbourne University VIC 3052
For all enquiries phone Christine Shannon on 0410 401 623 or email youngresearchers@ozonline.com.au

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, P.D. AND EVENTS IN 2005 

CAULFIELD GRAMMAR SCHOOL - PROGRAMMING FOR GIFTED STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS
Judy Parker
Australian Institute of Management 181 Fitzroy St St Kilda

Monday 4th April 2005 9.30am - 3.30 pm

For registration details see

http://www.caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au/downloads/pro_dev/term_one_05/9GiftedStudents.pdf
BRAINWAVES ON THE COAST : ERIC JENSON WORKSHOP
Date: Thursday May 5 and Friday May 6 2005, 9.00 am – 4.00 pm both days

Venue: OUTRIGGER Mooloolaba International Beach Resort, Sunshine Coast, Qld.

Cost: $440 before April 15 2005 (includes GST, lunch, morning and afternoon tea and all conference materials). $490 after April 15 2005

Numbers are limited to 120 participants and payment with registration must be received by April 25 2005.

For further information contact : Jeanette Fuller

Matthew Flinders Anglican College

Stringybark Road, Buderim 4556, Qld. 

Phone: 07 5477 3227 Fax: 07 5477 3277 Email jfuller@mfac.edu.au
GIFTED STUDENTS : GIFTED LEADERS 
Susan Knopfelmacher of The MacRobertson Girls High School
Special Wednesday Evening Workshop May 11 2005 5.00 - 7.30 pm

Venue : Krongold Centre Faculty of Education Monash University Clayton Campus

Cost : $120 .00 per person for the two workshops ($110.00 per person if more than one from same school)

In these workshops teachers will explore educational environments which create maximum opportunities for the flowering of leadership potential in gifted and talented students. By drawing on contemporary research into leadership and giftedness and the idea of the school as a learning community, the Workshops will explore conceptions of leadership and characteristics of effective leaders. In the light of some key intellectual and emotional characteristics of gifted and talented students which lend themselves to aspects of creative problem solving and altruistic behaviour. moral/ethical dimensionsof effective leadership and intellectual character development will be explored - by examining the writings of, among others, Dabrowski, Kohlberg, Covey andGoleman.On a practical note the sessions will investigate ways in which schools cancreate opportunities for developing gifted student leadersthrough current school programs, curriculum initiatives, individual self-assessment and ongoing workshop activities - including student 'Action Journals'.

Enquiries : Leonie Kronborg - Co-ordinator of Postgraduate Courses in Gifted Education & Gifted Programs Phone (03) 9905 5690 Fax : 9905 5127 E-mail : Leonie.Kronborg@Education.monash.edu.au 

12th INTERNATIONAL THINKING CONFERENCE 
Melbourne Exhibition and Conference Centre

July 4-8. 2005 

Leading thinkers from a diverse range of fields will include: Peter Senge, Susan Greenfield, Edward de Bono, Carlina Rinaldi, David Perkins, Eulalia Bosch, Peter Draper, Di Fleming, Guy Claxton, Art Costa, John Edwards, Paul MacCready, Rita Reichman, Peter Doherty, Ruby Payne, Jeffrey Rosenfeld, Christine Nixon, Martin Delatycki, Rachelle Buchbinder, Frederick Mendelsohn, Jim Stynes and many more outstanding local and international presenters 

For further information and enquries email mail@thinkingconference.com or contact the conference organisers, ETM Travel: 

Conference Secretariat ETM Travel Pty Ltd 
PO Box 3133, Prahran, Victoria, Australia, 3181 
T: 61 3 9521 5355 
F: 61 3 9521 5755 
E: icot@etmtravel.com.au 

http://www.thinkingconference.com/index2.html 

GIFTED CHILD 2005 

16th Biennial World Conference New Orleans 

Hyatt Regency New orleans at the Louisiana Superdome 

August 3-7 2005 

Celebrating Les Enfants Surdoues du Monde 

Early Bird Registration by April 20, 2005 

www.WorldGifted.org 

e-mail : WorldGT@earthlink.net 

For further information, contact:
World Council for Gifted and Talented Children
18401 Hiawatha Street
Northridge, CA 91326 USA
Tel: 818-368-7501, Fax: 818-368-2163, e-mail 

YAHOO GROUPS 

OUR GIFTED ONLINE CONFERENCES 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OGTOC/ 

http://www.neiu.edu/~ourgift/index.html 

Our Gifted Online Conferences have a page of archived conferences located at
http://www.neiu.edu/~ourgift/pages/Archives.htm 

The next Online Conference will be 
May 12 - 15, 2005
"Legal and Political Strategies to Advance Gifted Education" with Dr. Wenda Sheard:

VICGIFTED 

A new list for parents and friends of intellectually gifted people in Victoria Australia to share their dreams, brags, fears, troubles & resources. If you are a parent who is not sure whether your child is officially 'gifted' come and visit anyway! 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/vicgifted/?yguid=209385089
NEW EMAIL NEWSLETTER 

ACER Ed LiveWire 

To subscribe, simply email Mandy Stephens, <stephens@acer.edu.au>, with your school, mailing details and Ed Subscribe in the subject line. 


SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

I am currently revising the Gifted Resources lists of Internet Education sites. I have checked the first 15 pages (there were 32 pages but it is now down to 28) and deleted any duplicate listings and pages that have been removed from the Internet and updated the sites which have moved. 

Poetry
http://www.magneticpoetry.com/ 

http://desires2.desires.com/3.2/Tech-Toys/
http://www.i5ive.com/linkcategory.cfm/1994/4818 

Maths

http://www.mathgoodies.com/lessons/ 

http://www.mathgoodies.com/lessons/toc_vol6.html 

tp://www.mathgoodies.com/lessons/toc_vol8.shtm
FUND RAISING
Gifted Resources is a not-for-profit organisation and operates on a shoe
string budget. Sale of resources and consultation fees help to keep us
afloat. Donations are always welcome. 

DISCLAIMER 

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 

Kind regards, Jo Freitag 

Office 

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College 

Plymouth Road 

Croydon Vic 3136 

Postal
1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North Vic 3136
Phone (03) 9727 4662 

Mobile 0416 739 233 

Website http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html 
Email giftedresources@virtual.net.au 
Email newsletter : gifres@virtual.net.au 

MC2 email jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au 

