GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY 2005 
Welcome to Gifted Resources Email Newsletter.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please email gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Subscribe newsletter

If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter please inform us and we will take you off the list (see contact details below) Email: gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Unsubscribe newsletter
Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category. If you would prefer to receive a plain text version of the newsletter with no graphics or photos please let us know and it can be arranged Email:gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Plain text newsletter 

Very recently we had problems with a new trojan which was not picked up and removed by our security system. We have upgraded our security and sincerely hope that all is well now. 

As new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time it is very important to have your security systems up to date. 

You can also read this newsletter and previous issues from January 2005 No 1 online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/cmt/shared_files/index.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS 

Luther College 'Centre for Exceptional Learning' 

On Thursday (11th Feb) Gifted Resources we moved to rooms in the Luther College 'Centre for Exceptional Learning' which is located in what was previously the Boarding Cottages on Plymouth Rd Croydon. Our postal address of 1 Malcolm Rd Croydon North Vic 3136 and phone/fax of (03) 9727 4662 will still be valid and I will notify any additional contact details later.We moved in two trips in a convoy of four cars. I am having a great time unpacking and placing the resources for sale and the information booth and library material. 

Have a look at the beautiful settings of the Centre at http://au.pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/jorfauau/album?.dir=/bbea&.src=ph 

I'll let you look inside when I have finished unpacking! 

VAGTC Library 

Part of the VAGTC library is now going to be housed at Gifted Resources and will be able to be borrowed by post by members of VAGTC. This should be a great benefit to country members. Full details of how to borrow will follow soon. 

The Thread Project 

http://www.threadproject.com/asp/default.asp 

Last Year Gifted Resources participated in the 1.5 Million Butterflies Project. 

This year we will be participating in The Thread Project. 

From the home page :
Become part of this amazing cloth. Join thousands of people from around 
the world by sending a piece of ribbon, hemp, string, or other fiber to The
Thread Project: One World, One Cloth. The individual threads are being 
tied together and woven into seven world cloths-the first of which is called
"Hope Materializing." These cloths celebrate the boldness of our cultural
diversity and the unity of our human hearts. Resembling large wall
tapestries, these cloths will hang in nations throughout the world,
reminding people that we are, ultimately, a global family of one." 

So we would be delighted to receive threads from our newsletter readers and their networks and we will pack up balls and send them in to the project. Please post them to 1 Malcolm Rd Croydon North Vic. 3136 


mc2 My Connected Community site for Gifted Resources http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/index.html 

and Gifted Resources Homepage http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html 

I intend to utilise this Community site and homepage more this year and have already made several additions. Please drop in for a visit and sign the guest book - there is a forum, events calendar and poll facilities and a place for shared files where I will archive Gifted Resources Newsletters so that people can look back through past editions. You can read without becoming a member and logging in but some features can only be used by members (no cost involved in becoming a member) 

Gifted Homeschoolers Group 

There has been some interest in the idea of a Gifted Homeschoolers Group which would meet once a month at Gifted Resources in Melbourne. If you would be interested in joining such a group please could you email Jo at giftedresources@virtual.net.au or phone Jo on (03)9727 4662 

VICTOR PERTON, Shadow Minister for Education in Victoria http://www.victorperton.com/
will be holding a round table conference during February to seek input on the state of Gifted Education in Victoria at present and what is needed for the future. If you would like to provide information or opinion the contact details are: 

Suite 1, 861 Doncaster Road
Doncaster East
Victoria 3109
Australia
Phone: +61 3 9840 1566 (Business Hours)
Fax: +61 3 9840 1534 
Email:victor.perton@parliament.vic.gov.au 
Herald-Sun article relating to possible future directions for Victorian Education
http://www.heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,12212743%255E2862,00.html
Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars:
MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC.
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic.at 10.30 am on 2 March 2005 

Chat Nights The next chat night will be held at Andrea's home, Unit 1/3 Tweed St Ringwood East, Victoria 3135 on Tuesday 15th February 2005 at 8.00pm. The theme will be "What we can do to make 2005 a really good year for our children" 

To register interest in participating or nominate topics of interest please contact Andrea on Phone 9893 1894 or Louise on Phone 9801 2912 

MGCPA Playgroup 

Do you have pre-school aged children? Would they enjoy the opportunity to mix with other similarly gifted children whilst you chat with their parents about the joys and challenges of raising them? If you would be interested in forming a playgroup, please contact Kylie on Phone 9755 3042 or Jennifer on Phone 9779 4218 

BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS 

Drama Workshops for Children 9 years and up 

Saturdays during term time 

12.15 - 2.00pm 

Contact Jason 9587 9535 

Primary Minds Meet in the Park 

Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm 

Contact Julie 9895 2680 

Playgroup
Mondays 9:30 - 11:30 am
For information contact Libby on 9592 4515 

PROGRAMS FOR 2005 

PHIPPs (Professionally Hosted Interactive Parenting Programs) in 2005 

PHIPPs are open to anyone: parents, teachers, members/non-members, regular CHIP families or people meeting us for the first time. Dr Glenison Alsop (Head of Counselling at The CHIP Centre, Melbourne) will return as host of five PHIPPs sessions in 2005.

Tuesday 1st March - Tests and terminology: understanding the answers
Ever wondered about the results your child scored? Has subsequent testing suggested s/he may be losing it? And what does it all mean anyway? Asynchrony and intensity, underachievement, acceleration and accelerated learning: spatial abilities and visual-spatial learners…Has anyone mentioned “Asperger’s” or ADHD to you…or even an LD? This is a session for both the beginner parent and the more experienced who wants to keep informed.

All PHIPPs held from 7:30 – 10:00pm at The CHIP Centre, 3 The Avenue, Windsor (inside Stonnington PS). For more information or to book in, please phone 9533 2881 or email melissa@chip.edu.au
Great news! 

Lesley Sword and David Harrison of Gifted & Creative Services Australia are back in Victoria! 

Lesley & David offer the following services: 

Assessment of intelligence for children and adults using the newest Stanford Binet Intelligence Scales Version 5 and preparation of a comprehensive report including recommendations for educational and/or career planning.

Specialist analysis and review for parents of gifted children, using the GCSA Assessment Package, supplemented by other supporting information such as prior IQ tests, other professional assessments and school reports. This service will be processed primarily by mail and email and will include a written report prepared by Lesley Sword with recommendations for parents and schools.

Personal & Telephone consultations with Lesley Sword for gifted adults, adolescents and parents of gifted children.

Structured career guidance designed specifically for gifted adults and adolescents. We use psychological questionnaires to assist in identifying individual personality needs, vocational interests and personal values. 

Talks and workshops by arrangement. 

Lesley Sword & David Harrison
Gifted & Creative Services Australia Pty Ltd
Telephone: 1800 118 115 (freecall in Australia)
Email: Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
www.giftedservices.com.au 

KIM EDWARDS 

The Basin Community Centre is running two short courses which may be of particular interest for secondary students and their families.

Bridget meets Austen: New Films and Old Fiction

Did you know Pride and Prejudice was remade into a movie starring Renee Zellweger? That Clueless is based on a Jane Austen novel, and Ten Things I Hate About You is a remake of Shakespeare’s Taming of The Shrew?! Discover the classic novels behind some of your favourite Hollywood movies.

Time: Wednesdays, 10:30am – 12:00pm

Date: Term 1, March 2 - 23

Cost: $40

Poetry Secrets

Ever wondered what all the fuss was about when it comes to reading famous poetry? Shakespeare, Wordsworth, Dickinson, Eliot, Plath – unravel the mysteries of ‘iambic pentameter’, ‘onomatopoeia’ or ‘sonnet form’ to find a new appreciation and understanding of some great poets and their very accessible art.

Time: Mondays, 7:00pm – 9:00pm

Date: Term 1, Feb 21 – March 7

Cost: $40

Contact 97610209 or thebasin@acelearnforlife.com.au to book, or check out the website www.acelearnforlife.com.au 

Tutoring Service

Kim Edwards is also available for private tutoring for both primary and secondary students in all levels of English, English literature and Drama (including early literacy and up to VCE), and has worked previously with as part of home schooling programs and with gifted children. Contact her on 97535365 or kim_edwards_@hotmail.com for more information or to book an introductory session.

NEWS FROM ANNE JACKSON AT MINDFUL!
Solution focused brief therapy for gifted students.
I have found that many gifted students need someone outside the immediate family to chat to, and run ideas past. Solution focused brief therapy is, as its name suggests, designed for short term intervention with problems that are immediate and a nuisance for the student. The premise for the intervention is that the solution to an issue is within the student’s current repertoire – it is simply not recognised as an answer or it is not feasible to use in the current emotional climate. 

I am now able to provide this form of counselling for gifted students. The solution focused approach requires that the student and I look at strengths rather than problems. I then support and encourage growth in the directions that are already working positively, however weak that positive is. My interest and focus is always with the social/emotional development of students.

Larger scale problems require longer term interventions and thus will be referred on or a suitable time table will be negotiated. 

Sessions by appointment only, e.mail contact results in a quicker response! AJxn@bigpond.com 

Anne Jackson Mindful! Phone (03) 9808 1460 
CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, P.D. AND EVENTS IN 2005 

EASTWOOD EXPO 22nd February 2005
Gifted Resources will participate in The Eastwood Primary School Community February EASTWOOD EXPO. This evening provides a showcase for community organisations to share information about what they do. It also allows the opportunity for parents to make direct contact and to better understand the contribution each organisation makes. Its a community strengthening event for all.

Date: Tuesday 22nd February, 2005

Time: Set-up from 5.00 p.m for 5.45 p.m start. Finish – 8.00 p.m.

Location – Eastwood Primary School.

Alexandra Rd, East Ringwood, 3135

Melway map ref – 50 C9

For further information , please phone Sue Delaney or Sandra Greaves at the school on 9870 6103 or email: greaves.sandra.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

THE BRAINS BEHIND IT
Hawker Brownlow Education in association with the Mt Waverley Innovation and Excellence Cluster present this conference

Venue : The Heath at Caulfield Racecourse, Melbourne

Dates 22 & 23 February 2005 Leadership Day 24 February 2005

For further information see

http://www.hbe.com.au/the_brain_info.html
GIFTED STUDENTS : GIFTED LEADERS 
Susan Knopfelmacher of The MacRobertson Girls High School
Special Wednesday Evening Workshops February 23 and May 11 2005 5.00 - 7.30 pm

Venue : Krongold Centre Faculty of Education Monash University Clayton Campus

Cost : $120 .00 per person for the two workshops ($110.00 per person if more than one from same school)

In these workshops teachers will explore educational environments which create maximum opportunities for the flowering of leadership potential in gifted and talented students. By drawing on contemporary research into leadership and giftedness and the idea of the school as a learning community, the Workshops will explore conceptions of leadership and characteristics of effective leaders. In the light of some key intellectual and emotional characteristics of gifted and talented students which lend themselves to aspects of creative problem solving and altruistic behaviour. moral/ethical dimensionsof effective leadership and intellectual character development will be explored - by examining the writings of, among others, Dabrowski, Kohlberg, Covey andGoleman.On a practical note the sessions will investigate ways in which schools cancreate opportunities for developing gifted student leadersthrough current school programs, curriculum initiatives, individual self-assessment and ongoing workshop activities - including student 'Action Journals'.

Enquiries : Leonie Kronborg - Co-ordinator of Postgraduate Courses in Gifted Education & Gifted Programs Phone (03) 9905 5690 Fax : 9905 5127 E-mail : Leonie.Kronborg@Education.monash.edu.au 

QUEENSLAND ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN INC. (QAGTC) 
14th State Conference Saturday 12 - Sunday 13 March 2005

Venue : Anglican Church grammar School

Keynote speaker : Linda Silverman Other principal speakers : Tony Ryan (keynote on Sunday), Tony Burton, Lesley Sword, and Ken Imison.

Conference Convenor : Pat Burgess qagtcwest@hotmail.com
www.qagtc.org.au/Conf2005/
Dr LINDA KREGER SILVERMAN and ALEXANDRA GOLON 
VISUAL SPATIAL LEARNERS WORKSHOPS
Dr LINDA KREGER SILVERMAN and ALEXANDRA GOLON 
http://www.conferences.unimelb.edu.au/starjump/

HYPERLINK "http://www.conferences.unimelb.edu.au/starjump/" \l "contact"
http://www.conferences.unimelb.edu.au/starjump/ - contact 

http://www.starjump.com.au/starjump.htm 

Presented by Starjump Visual Spatial Learners and Gifted Resources 
Venue : Eden on the Park 6 Queens Rd Melbourne Victoria
http://www.edenonthepark.com.au 

Monday March 21, 2005 7.00 - 9.00 pm Evening for parents with Alexandra Golon

Raising Topsy-Turvy Kids:

Successfully Parenting Your Visual-Spatial Child

Do you have visual-spatial children? Do they solve problems in unusual ways? Do they think in pictures rather than in words? If so, they are not alone. At least one-third of the population thinks in images.

These are children who would rather spend the day with a new box of LEGOsTMthan do nearly anything else in the world. Kids who can get so absorbed in creative play, they lose all sense of time. Children who find joy and appreciation in watching the bugs in the grass and don’t need to seek outside stimulation from video games or TV—excitement is all around them!

Often labeled unorganized, unfocused, poor spellers or worse, these topsy-turvy kids can be equal parts pleasure and frustration to raise. Raising Topsy-Turvy Kids includes stories from families across the country with anecdotes about identifying, nurturing, parenting and teaching these remarkable children. Children who share a state of being utterly unpredictable, totally out-of-sync with their age peers, blissfully unaware of time ...topsy-turvy!


Alexandra "Allie" Golonis Marketing Director for the Institute for the Study of Advanced Development, and its subsidiaries, the Gifted Development Center and the Visual-Spatial Resource. She coordinates the Gifted Development Center Speakers’ Bureau and serves as Executive Assistant to Linda Silverman. As a founding member of the Visual-Spatial Resource Access Team, a former G/T teacher and homeschooling parent to two exceptionally gifted visual-spatial learners, Allie brings a wealth of experience to her book,Raising Topsy-Turvy Kids: Successfully Parenting Your Visual-Spatial Child. Allie has been invited to present on homeschooling issues and on parenting visual-spatial learners at state, national and international venues.

Cost : $75.00

Tuesday March 22, 2005 9.00 am - 4.00 pm Whole day workshop for teachers with Dr Linda Kreger Silverman

Upside-down brilliance : the visual-spatial learner

Most people think in words; however, one-third of the student body thinks in images, and this percentage is growing. School was designed for auditory-sequential, left-hemispheric students who process in words. High achievers are advanced in reading, writing, spelling, calculation and memorization, and perform well under timed conditions. Visual-spatial learners are gifted in right-hemispheric abilities, such as imagination, visualization, intuitive knowledge, multi-dimensional perception, science and technology, holistic thinking, creativity, artistic expression (music, dance, art, drama), and emotional responsiveness. These gifts are vital to employment in the 21stcentury and need to be nurtured. Specific strategies for identifying and teaching visual-spatial learners have been drawn from the new book,Upside-Down Brilliance: The Visual-Spatial Learner.

Linda Kreger Silverman, Ph.D., is a licensed psychologist. She directs the Institute for the Study of Advanced Development, and its subsidiaries, the Gifted Development Center (www.gifteddevelopment.com), and Visual-Spatial Resource (www.visualspatial.org), in Denver, Colorado. Over 4,500 children have been assessed at the Gifted Development Center in the last 25 years. Her Ph.D. is in educational psychology and special education from the University of Southern California. For nine years, she served on the faculty of the University of Denver in counseling psychology and gifted education. Her textbook,Counseling the Gifted and Talented(Love: 1993), is the most popular text in this area; it has been adopted at more than 50 colleges and universities. Her new book,Upside-Down Brilliance: The Visual-Spatial Learner, was released November, 2002. She founded the only journal on adult giftedness,Advanced Development. Currently, she is conducting research on profoundly gifted children, the visual-spatial learner, comparative assessment of the gifted on different instruments, the effects of vision therapy and introversion. Linda has been studying the assessment, psychology and education of the gifted since 1961 and she has written over 300 articles, chapters and books in this field.

Cost : $150.00 

Registration form 

http://www.conferences.unimelb.edu.au/starjump/Registration.pdf
To express interest contact Maxine Cowie of Starjump Phone (03) 9596 8288

E-mailMaxine@starjump.com.au 

BEYOND IQ : THEORY AND PRACTICE WITH THE HIGHLY AND PROFOUNDLY GIFTED
Acton Massachusetts USA 

8-10 April 2005

http://www.giftedconferenceplanners.org/Boston/proposal.html
12th INTERNATIONAL THINKING CONFERENCE 
Melbourne Exhibition and Conference Centre

July 4-8. 2005 

Leading thinkers from a diverse range of fields will include: Peter Senge, Susan Greenfield, Edward de Bono, Carlina Rinaldi, David Perkins, Eulalia Bosch, Peter Draper, Di Fleming, Guy Claxton, Art Costa, John Edwards, Paul MacCready, Rita Reichman, Peter Doherty, Ruby Payne, Jeffrey Rosenfeld, Christine Nixon, Martin Delatycki, Rachelle Buchbinder, Frederick Mendelsohn, Jim Stynes and many more outstanding local and international presenters 

For further information and enquries email mail@thinkingconference.com or contact the conference organisers, ETM Travel: 

Conference Secretariat ETM Travel Pty Ltd 
PO Box 3133, Prahran, Victoria, Australia, 3181 
T: 61 3 9521 5355 
F: 61 3 9521 5755 
E: icot@etmtravel.com.au 

http://www.thinkingconference.com/index2.html 

GIFTED CHILD 2005 

16th Biennial World Conference New Orleans 

Hyatt Regency New orleans at the Louisiana Superdome 

August 3-7 2005 

Celebrating Les Enfants Surdoues du Monde 

Early Bird Registration by April 20, 2005 

www.WorldGifted.org 

e-mail : WorldGT@earthlink.net 

For further information, contact:
World Council for Gifted and Talented Children
18401 Hiawatha Street
Northridge, CA 91326 USA
Tel: 818-368-7501, Fax: 818-368-2163, e-mail 

NEWSPAPERS ONLINE 

The Age Education 

http://www.education.theage.com.au/ 

Herald Sun Education 

http://www.heraldsun.news.com.au/learn/ 

The Australian 

http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/ 

E-MAIL NEWSLETTERS 

Lab 3000 newsletter 

Di Fleming
Director: lab.3000 - innovation in digital design
+61 (0)3 9925 4043
lab.3000@rmit.edu.au 
www.lab.3000.com.au

2e- Twice Exceptional newsletter 

E2e@2eNewsletter.com 

Virtual Teacher Newsletter Free Online fortnightly IT Teachers' Newsletter 

Delivered Free to your e-mail box every fortnight.
Online Lesson Plans, Great Sites, Free Stuff, Tips, Time savers,
and templates.
Computer Solutions for Teachers. Subscribe today! It's
totally Free!
For information about the newsletter, inservice and training contact
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

Characteristics of gifted children 

http://www.baywoodlearningcenter.org/baywoodlearningcenter/id10.html 

Eratosthenes Experiment 

A worldwide science and math experiment 

March 20, 2005 

http://www.youth.net/eratosthenes/welcome.html 

Evelyn Field's Bully Busting 

http://www.bullying.com.au/ 

VCAA Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

VTAC Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Sofweb 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Guidance for teaching the gifted and talented 

http://www.nc.uk.net/gt/index.htm 

Tsunami 

Aerial photos http://homepage.mac.com/demark/tsunami 

http://www.theage.com.au/news/Education-News/Tsunami-blues/2005/01/28/1106850114968.html?oneclick=true 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

The Hindu Indian Newspaper Front Page 

Mangroves can act as shield against tsunami 

http://www.hindu.com/2004/12/28/stories/2004122805191300.htm 

Bird brain? 

http://media.animal.discovery.com/fansites/petstar/videogallery/season3/ep309_winner.html 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2005/02/050204115732.htm 

Maths 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
http://home.att.net/~numericana/answer/sets.htm 

State Library of Victoria programs 

http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/programs/index.html 

American Museum of Natural History - Ology 

http://ology.amnh.org/ 

Science sites list 

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/science.htm 

ACER PISA results 

http://www.acer.edu.au/research/PISA/documents/PISA_screen.pdf 

What is Highly Gifted? Exceptionally Gifted? Profoundly Gifted? And What Does It Mean? 

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/highly_profoundly.htm 

The Study of Exceptional Talent (SET)
http://www.jhu.edu/gifted/set/index.html 

Collision of giant iceberg and glacier (from NASA) 

http://www.nasa.gov/vision/earth/lookingatearth/ice_berg_ram.html

HYPERLINK "http://www.nasa.gov/vision/earth/lookingatearth/ice_berg_ram.html"
http://www.nasa.gov/vision/earth/lookingatearth/ice_berg_ram.html 

Drs Fernette & Brock Eide Neurolearning Blog 

http://www.eideneurolearningblog.blogspot.com/ 

http://www.neurolearning.com/library.htm 

Edhelper.com 

http://www.edhelper.com/ 

Enchanted learning 

www.enchantedlearning.com 

CREATIVE KIDZ as artists and authors 

http://barbaragabogrecan.com.au/index.php?module=Website&action=Home&content=home 

Superkids Educational software 

http://www.superkids.com/aweb/tools/math/ 

KidZone math 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.. 

Unit study of sea turtles 

http://homeschooling.about.com/od/unitssubjsci/p/sealesson9.htm
American Geological Institute 

www.agiweb.org 

Cheetah Conservation fund 

http://www.cheetah.org/?nd=home 

RESOURCES FOR SALE FROM GIFTED RESOURCES 

Ready Ed - New titles have arrived 

Easter Online 26.70 

World disasters - Earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis 25.45 

Shopping centre study 23.95 

Money, money, money 25.35 

New selections from Hawker Brownlow Education will be arriving shortly. 

Learning Ladder have launched a new catalogue - more details next newsletter. 

FUND RAISING
Gifted Resources is a not-for-profit organisation and operates on a shoe
string budget. Sale of resources and consultation fees help to keep us
afloat. We participate in Zagami's Croydon IGA Community Chest program. Donations are always welcome. 

DISCLAIMER 

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 

Kind regards, Jo Freitag
1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North
Vic 3136
Phone (03) 9727 4662
Email giftedresources@virtual.net.au 
Email newsletter : gifres@virtual.net.au 
