GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
JULY 2005 
 

Welcome to Gifted Resources Email Newsletter.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information.  

 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please email gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Subscribe newsletter

If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter please inform us and we will take you off the list (see contact details below) Email: gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Unsubscribe newsletter
Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category. If you would prefer to receive a plain text version of the newsletter with no graphics or photos please let us know and it can be arranged Email:gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Plain text newsletter

It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 

 

You can also read this newsletter and previous issues from January 2005 No 1 online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives.html

 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au

 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
A New Phone Number
Gifted Resources Office at The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College now has a phone. It is (03) 9724 2000 Extension 396
 

A New ABN  Apparently Gifted Resources had been allocated the wrong type of Tax File No and ABN so they have been changed.

Our new ABN is 361 38819595

 

Starjump Visual Spatial Learners 3 Day Intensive Course
This was run during the school holidays from 27-29 June  at The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College, Croydon  http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/vsl3di/web/index.html
The 3 Day Intensive Managing 3D Me program was aptly named. During the three days the participants learned to recognise their strengths, improve their organization and study skills, learn keyboarding and spelling strategies for Visual spatial learners, role play dealing with specific situations and manage emotions and intensities. 
They found expression through clay modelling, sketching, photography, role playing and puppetry. They enjoyed challenges of strategy games, bubbleology and puzzles. 
They each made a webpage and have the opportunity to stay in contact with each other and with Starjump via an MC2 Forum and email. 
The program timetables given in the links below were the original plans but were modified to tailor the course to the specific needs of the participants. 
The next 3 Day Intensive Course is being planned for Brighton in the next school holidays If you are interested in the next course or in having a Starjump program in your area contact Maxine Cowie for details Phone (03) 9596 8288 Email maxine@starjump.com.au
 

Updating the Info Pack
It is time to compile a new set of the Gifted Resources Information Pack as we have run out of some of the brochures and flyers and some of the information is now outdated.

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/infopacks.html
If you would like your brochures, flyers, business cards or articles to be included in the Information Pack or available to be collected by visitors to Gifted Resources Office please could you send 50-100 copies to our postal address Gifted Resources 1 Malcolm Rd Croydon North, Victoria 3136

If you have a website or have your information in digital format please could you email the details to giftedresources@virtual.net.au 

 

Updates to Gifted Resources Website http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html
More information and links on the Visual Spatial Learners page

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/VSL.html
including a link to the site set up for
Starjump Special Needs Education for Visual Spatial Learners 
3 Day Intensive Courses for Gifted Visual Spatial Learners
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/vsl3di/web/index.html
A new website for The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/cellc/web/index.html
 

Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars:
 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic.at 10.30 am on   3 August, 7 September, 5 October  2005

Games Demo afternoon with Julian Clarke from Unhalfbricking. 

Sunday 24 July 2.00pm at the Ringwood Room, Ringwood Library 

Julian is going to try and rope in a couple of his friends, and run a full-on ?session? for the strategy game diehards, as well as a general demo of games he has. He will have games for sale on the day

See http://www.games.unhalfbricking.com/ 

Guest Speaker Lesley Sword "Normal for Gifted -  Emotional sensitivity and Intensity"

Tuesday 2 August 7.30 pm at the Ringwood Room, Ringwood Library 

For further information about any of these activities contact Jennifer Grant on (03) 97794218 or email ijgrant@optusnet.com.au

or Louise Howe on (03) 9801 2912 or email louise_h@tpg.com.au

 

BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS 

Parent Information Eveningxml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" / 
Primary Minds Meet in the Park
Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm

Contact Julie 9895 2680

Playgroup
Mondays 9:30 - 11:30 am
For information contact Libby on 9592 4515

 

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 
Secretary; Angela Shlansky

Ph 03) 55629956

ashlansk@bigpond.net.au  

July - Social Board Games, Saturday 15th, 2-5 p.m. @ Jammo. Members welcome to bring friends. Own board games as well as using our SWAM games. Free for members- gold coin for non-members
Proposed activity at Camperdown/organised with the co-operation of parents from there. Crafty creative card construction workshop (ages 8 +) may cost $20 ($5 per card), BBQ T, then astronomy and home early!
14 AUGUST  GEMM Program A full day of multiple workshops to extend and challenge! Robotics, forensic science, debating, art, group writing, political workshop, calligraphy, shorthand, chess, music, maths extension
There will also be sessions for parents and an Expo of Gifted Services in Victoria and extension opportunies in the Warrnambool area
September 20th will be visiting the new courthouse in Warrnambool while in session. 
 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc
Contact

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162

Phone  0402 056 140

Email info@vagtc.asn.au
 

Back issues of  VAGTC Vision journal

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/htm/newsletter.htm
 

CHIP
PHIPPs (Professionally Hosted Interactive Parenting Programs) in 2005 
PHIPPs are open to anyone: parents, teachers, members/non-members, regular CHIP families or people meeting us for the first time. Dr Glenison Alsop (Head of Counselling at The CHIP Centre, Melbourne) will return as host of five PHIPPs sessions in 2005.

Tuesday 2 August - From toddlers to teenagers Part 1
Tuesday 4 October - From toddlers to teenagers Part 2
All PHIPPs held from 7:30 ? 10:00pm at The CHIP Centre, 3 The Avenue, Windsor (inside Stonnington PS). For more information or to book in, please phone 9533 2881 or email melissa@chip.edu.au
 

CHIP Centre Geelong 
Parent Information Evening  FAQs
How I can help my CHIP at home
Presenter: Dr Gail Byrne

Psychologist and CHIP Foundation Board Member.
Thursday 4th August, 2005
Matthew Flinders School
Brownbill
Cnr Fenwick and Little Myers Sts
RSVP: 52771361 or  0407320043

Cost: $10

 

 

MINDFUL!  Term 3, 2005
Due to its success I?ll be continuing 2e on Tuesdays and Fridays. 2e is for the child, who struggles in school because of being twice exceptional, gifted + something eg a learning disability, Asperger?s Syndrome, Dyslexia, slow to write, physical problems, emotional problems etc. This child is vulnerable to having the giftedness and/or the disability totally ignored and underserved. 

With support from me, parents and the other children the 2e attendees receive validation for their giftedness, slowly increase their academic competence, learn emotional self control, discover an atmosphere free of competition and time constraints and generally have fun whilst learning. Note: there are only six places available in each group.

2e: Tuesdays 19/7 ? 6/9 inc. from 9:00 - 12:00 Cost $300.

Fridays 22/7 ? 9/9 inc. from 1:00 - 4:00 Cost $300.

junior youth group (prep to gr 5): 25/7, 8/8, 22/8, 5/9 from 4:00 ? 6:00 Cost $45 first child, $40 second child. Note: there are only twelve places available. tweenies (grades 6,7,8): 1/8, 15/8, 29/8, 12/9 from 4:00 ? 6:00 Cost $45 first child, $40 second child. Note: there are only ten places available.mum and child computers: 19/7, 2/8, 16/8, 30/8, 13/8 from 6:30 ? 8:00. Cost $60. These are sessions for MUM and ONE child and designed to assist mum support the child in their use of a computer. After all Mum is often the one called upon to deal with the "project"!

teaching visual learners: 20/7, 3/8, 17/8 from 7:30 ? 9:00. Cost $50. These sessions are designed to teach parents how to support their visual learner with reading, writing and spelling. 

parenting gifted tweenies and teenagers: 8/8 till 5/9 inc. from 7:30 ? 9:00 Cost $50 Please don?t kill them, they DO grow up! Come along and natter with others and talk through some different strategies.

craft nights: the 1st Friday of each month from 6:30 to 8:00. Cost $6 per child

warhammer, DBA nights (by invitation only): the 3rd Friday of each month from 6:30 to 9:00 Cost $8 per child.

drop in: 2nd Wednesdays from 9:00-11:00. Cost $1 per cuppa.

Anne Jackson

381 Burwood Hwy

Burwood Vic 3125 

(03) 9808 1460 

AJxn@bigpond.com 

 

The Gifted Get Together Camp in August  at Ace Hi Ranch on the Mornington Peninsula will not be happening 

 However there is a Gifted Get together Picnic at Braeside Park on July 17
Gifted Get Together Picnic Day
Sunday July 17th 2005 at 12 noon onwards
Braeside Park (melways 88 D8) ? Telford Picnic Area (car park 7)

Please join us one and all, for this chance to catch up, make new friends and have fun with other ?gifted families?.There is a fantastic Adventure Playground catering to all ages/abilities as well as bike and walking trails and loads of birds, frogs and echidnas to locate?..BYO picnic or BBQ supplies and chairs/picnic tables if you have them??

Also bring bikes, outdoor games as suitable

Please note: this will replace the Mindful! lunch for July ? Anne Jackson

For full details contact Rachael Taylor

Phone : 95843164 AH

92450203 BH (Mon/Wed/Fri)

Email: rtaylor@au.drakeintl.com 

 

VICGIFTED 
A new list for parents and friends of intellectually gifted people in Victoria Australia to share their dreams, brags, fears, troubles & resources. If you are a parent who is not sure whether your child is officially 'gifted' come and visit anyway! 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/vicgifted/?yguid=209385089
 

NEW EMAIL NEWSLETTER 

ACER Ed LiveWire 

To subscribe, simply email Mandy Stephens, <stephens@acer.edu.au>, with your school, mailing details and Ed Subscribe in the subject line. 

 

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, P.D.  AND EVENTS IN 2005
 

HAWKER BROWNLOW CONFERENCES
http://www.hbe.com.au/
Tom Hoerr Workshops
Melbourne 28 July 2005

The Multiple Intelligences Classroom -

Interpersonal Development and Personal Learning

 

Melbourne 29 July 2005

Building Leadership Capacity

A New way to look at School Culture

(Distributed leadership)

 

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH (VATE)
State Conference 2005
Thursday 21, Friday 22, Saturday 23 July 2005

La Trobe University Bundoora Campus

For full details see http://www.vate.org.au/resources/SC05ProgramRealweb.pdf
 

GIFTED CHILD 2005
16th Biennial World Conference New Orleans
Hyatt Regency New orleans at the Louisiana Superdome

August 6-10 2005  (Note change of date)*****
Celebrating Les Enfants Surdoues du Monde

Early Bird Registration by April 20, 2005

www.WorldGifted.org

e-mail : WorldGT@earthlink.net 

The website address is http://www.worldgifted.org/xconf.htm 

and the registration form is at http://www.worldgifted.org/reg05.pdf

For further information, contact:
World Council for Gifted and Talented Children
18401 Hiawatha Street
Northridge, CA 91326 USA
Tel: 818-368-7501, Fax: 818-368-2163, e-mail 

 

A Comparison of Assessment Techniques in the Identification of Gifted Learners 
A Symposium for the World Council for Gifted Children
Special Registration Fee: $100 to attend the Symposium 
 

On Sunday, August 7th, the World Council for Gifted Children will host a symposium on assessment of the gifted from 10:30 AM to 4:45 PM in New Orleans. The symposium will evaluate the latest assessment techniques in the identification of gifted learners. Organized by Richard A. Boolootian and Linda Silverman, speakers also include Dawn Flanagan, John Wasserman, Annemarie Roeper, R. Frank Falk, Deirdre V. Lovecky, Kathi Kearney, Bobbie Gilman and John Thomas West. Beginning with an overview of the complexity of assessing gifted children with the new instruments, presenters will then discuss the use of the fourth edition of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children (WISC-IV), the new General Ability Index, research with gifted children on different versions of the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale and the WISC-IV, the utility of nonverbal measures and the effectiveness of qualitative assessment.

All of the major IQ tests used to select gifted students have been completely reformulated in the last two years. The scores they generate are not comparable to scores derived from previous versions. Therefore, it is essential for all personnel who rely on intelligence tests to understand how to interpret information from these new instruments. 

We are currently in a transition phase, using a whole new series of tests and trying to find what works, and which segments to use to satisfy a range of needs. There have been both improvements and losses for gifted students. Test ceilings have been extended, which enables gifted learners to demonstrate more of their knowledge, but scoring protocols do not reflect this higher performance. The new tests provide better assessments of visual-spatial abilities; however, the increased emphasis on processing skills lowers scores. 

The new General Ability Index (GAI) of the WISC-IV generates a reasoning score for gifted children, especially those with learning disabilities, that is not depressed by working memory and processing speed. The GAI is in wide use in the United States, but is not yet known in other countries.

The symposium will address: 

Appropriate use and interpretation of different IQ tests

Strengths and weaknesses of various tests

Performance of children in different ranges of giftedness on different instruments (i.e., gifted, highly gifted, exceptionally gifted, profoundly gifted); 

Which tests or parts of tests to use for which purposes

Assessment of gifted children with learning disabilities

Where do we go from here? Qualitative Assessment of the gifted

The Symposium is important for program coordinators, psychological examiners, teachers, policy makers and parents throughout the globe to become knowledgeable about the interpretation of new assessment tools. Arrangements have been made to publish the results of the symposium as a book.

The World Council is offering a one-day registration fee of $100 for those who only wish to attend the Symposium. The regular on-site registration fee is $450.

Location:

Hyatt Regency New Orleans

Poydras Plaza at Loyola Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70113-1805

(504) 587-1234

(504) 587-4141 FaxTo register, contact World Council for Gifted and Talented Children at www.worldgifted.org. Call the Hyatt Regency for hotel accommodations.

GIFTEDNESS AND THE BRAIN
Educating children of high intelligence
School of Education, Faculty of Education, La Trobe University Bendigo campus

Friday 25 and Saturday 26 November, 2005

For full details contact Pam Lyons p.lyons@latrobe.edu.au 

phone office (03) 5444 7441 or 0421 643 478

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/giftedchildren/conference.html
 

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE
The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA.  More information will be available on the AAEGT website www.aaegt.net.au later this year.

 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES
 

Fractals

Fractint

http://spanky.triumf.ca/www/fractint/fractint.html

 

Fractal generator

http://www.coolmath4kids.com/fractalgenerators/generator1/index.html

 

Cynthia Lanius Fractals for kids with teaching units

http://math.rice.edu/~lanius/frac/
 

Testing and assessment

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/testing.htm
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/highly_profoundly.htm
An inventory of tests

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/tests.htm
 

Brandenn Bremmer's second CD

www.windcallenterprises.com

Optics and magnification

http://www.the-private-eye.com/html/whthtml/Wht1.html

 

http://micro.magnet.fsu.edu/primer/java/scienceopticsu/powersof10/

 

http://www.opticalres.com/kidoptx.html
 

http://www.sundog.clara.co.uk/atoptics/phenom.htm

 

Bad bug book

http://vm.cfsan.fda.gov/~mow/intro.html
 

Microbes

http://www.science-projects.com/safemicrobes.htm

 

Airborne microbes

http://helios.bto.ed.ac.uk/bto/microbes/airborne.htm

 

Interactive BBC site

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/10_11/micro_organisms.shtml

Juggling

http://www.everwonder.com/david/juggle/learntojuggle/index.html
 

DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.

 

Kind regards,  Jo Freitag

Office 

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

Luther College

Plymouth Road

Croydon Vic 3136

Postal
1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North Vic 3136
Phone (03) 9727 4662

Mobile 0416 739 233

Website http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html   
Email giftedresources@virtual.net.au 
Email newsletter : gifres@virtual.net.au 

MC2 email jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au 

