GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 2005 
 

Welcome to Gifted Resources Email Newsletter.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information.  

 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please email gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Subscribe newsletter

 

If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter please inform us and we will take you off the list (see contact details below) Email: gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Unsubscribe newsletter
Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category. If you would prefer to receive a plain text version of the newsletter with no graphics or photos please let us know and it can be arranged Email:gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Plain text newsletter

It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 

 

You can also read this newsletter and previous issues from January 2005 No 1 online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives.html

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
FILM DISCUSSIONS 

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/films.html
The Top Kid Discussion was very enjoyable. As it was during the school holidays and the rating of the film was suitable for children several young people attended. 

Our next film The Incredibles promises to be another  which could provide a good family night out.
THE INCREDIBLES with KIM EDWARDS as facilitator 
Thursday 27 October 2005 7.30pm 
Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00  or $25.00 per family
Handout notes given and a light supper will be served. 
To book phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 or (03) 97274662 

or email giftedresources@virtual.net.au 

 

GIFTED RESOURCES INFORMATION PACKS
This week the major project has been updating the Gifted Resources Information Pack. I was very grateful for help from Jennifer and Nicholas Grant!

All the old packs were taken apart and any very outdated materials thrown out
Old material which was still valid and the new material was placed in stacks on four tables
One of each item was placed in  each pack 
The pack contains approx 35 A4 sheets, 10 A5 items, 25 tri-fold brochures, 10 business cards, 5 bookmarks and a sample of Inspiration software

Info Packs cost A$25.00 including postage. 
Packs will not be sent out on approval.

To see some photos taken during the packing

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/infopacks2.html
 

INFINIFIELD
http://www.infinifield.com/
We enjoyed challenges using Infinifield during the recent Visual Spatial Learners 3 Day Intensive at Starjump in Brighton. 

As well as being an excellent strategy game Infinifield can be used for maths instruction from basic primary level through to interesting challenges such as the recent contest to calculate the number of valid game field set-ups which can be found at http://www.infinifield.com/contest2.pdf and http://www.infinifield.com/doc/Infinifield.8x8.pdf
I was very happy to see that Infinifield was awarded a Parents Choice 2005 Silver Honor Award 
I have more sets of Infinifield arriving from America soon. Cost will be A$30.00

 

NEW BEGINNINGS Foreign Language Products 

New Beginnings is an exciting new business specialising in foreign language products for children.  It is New Zealand’s only on-line foreign language product specialty shop.

New Beginnings caters for babies through to adults, however, specialise in products from new born to 12 years.  
Products come in a range of formats, including Audio CD and Cassettes, Interactive CD Rom’s, Videos, Interactive DVD’s, Bilingual Dolls and Games.

New Beginnings has an Australian Catalogue. I am having a great time evaluating the DVDs, CDs and games.

Gifted Resources has a selection of New Beginnings DVDs and games on display in the office and orders can be placed through Gifted Resources or direct to New Beginnings. When opening an account with New beginnings and placing your first order if you mention Gifted Resources in the referred section we will receive product to the value of 20% of your order.
See http://www.newbeginnings.co.nz/index.html
and http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/resforsale.html
For the Australian catalogue see http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/shared_files/NewBeginnings_1.pdf 

 

Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars:

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic.at 10.30 am on   2 November, 7 December  2005

Term 4 Activities - dates to be announced soon 

Guest speaker : Judy Parker Advocating for your gifted child 

Annual General Meeting

Family Picnic Day Bayswater Park

For full details contact Jennifer Grant on  phone (03) 9779 4218  email ijgrant@optusnet.com.au
or Louise Howe on phone (03) 9801 2912 email louise_h@tpg.com.au
 

BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS CHANGE OF NAME
The new group name is GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK
Bayside has been removed from the title as the group serves other councils as well. The group plans to be incorporated with their new name by 1 October 2005.

Teenagers - Let's play mini-golf
Sunday 16 October  2.00pm

Dingly Mini Golf Course

RSVP to Sharni on 9576 9407

Guest speaker Presentation  Maureen Theobold
Managing boredom. Is it good for you?
Thursday 20 October  7.45pm

Contact Maria 9585 0325 or Carolyn 9576 5137 for more details

Primary Minds Meet in the Park
Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm

Contact Julie 9895 2680

Playgroup
Mondays 9:30 - 11:30 am
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668.

Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325

Carolyn Priest Assistant Co-ordinator (Publicity) (03) 9576 5137

www.byams.org 

 

FROM TINA McCARTHY
POSSIBLE NEW GROUP FOR WESTERN SUBURBS
WANTED: Inner city and western suburbs gifted kids and families!
I am the mother of a gifted visual spatial 7 year old and have for some time 
recognised the need for a support group for gifted kids, visual spatial kids 
etc and their families in the inner city and western suburbs of Melbourne. 
If you too feel this way, then please contact me on the email or mobile 
below. I am interested in finding others who would like to start a group - 
the group may take the shape of more formal sessions with "experts" we 
invite in, or maybe it is just a group where we as parents can discuss the 
trials and celebrations of parenting the gifted, and even better, our kids 
may find some "like-minded" friends who actually live close by! We won't 
know until we have a group of interested people and find out what we all 
want and need.
Tina McCarthy - email: tmacdesign@optusnet.com.au or mobile: 0412 993 650 

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 

Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com
Secretary; Angela Shlansky

Ph 03) 55629956

ashlansk@bigpond.net.au  

 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website.

 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc

Contact

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162

Phone  0402 056 140

Email info@vagtc.asn.au 

 

IN THE MEDIA
GREAT NEWS!!!!
State select entry schools expanded: 
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/state-selectentry-schools--expanded/2005/10/05/1128191786002.html http://tinyurl.com/dozh6 
Frozen plan well thawed out: 
http://www.heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,16827657%255E2862,00.html http://tinyurl.com/9wz9a 
 

Melbourne’s Child October edition  has 3 articles on gifted children - one on assessing giftedness in children, one on the best way to educate gifted children and an article written by an author  who visited a playgroup for gifted children.
 

04 October 2005 

International acclaim for gifted education guru
http://www.unsw.edu.au/news/pad/articles/2005/sep/MiracaAward.html
Australian academic Professor Miraca Gross has won the leading
international research award in the field of gifted education. This is
the first time the award has been conferred outside North America.
Awarded by the American National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC),
the prestigious Distinguished Scholar Award recognises the work of
Professor Gross who is Director of the Gifted Education Research,
Resource and Information Centre (GERRIC) at the University of New South
Wales. Professor Gross's research examining the social and emotional
development of academically gifted children has resulted in the
development of appropriate educational provisions, and has raised
awareness among both educators and the general public of the special
educational needs of this group. 
Acclaimed scholar Emeritus Professor Julian Stanley, who recently died,
nominated Professor Gross for the award. "Professor Gross is world
famous for her pioneering investigations of the academic and social
outcomes of education acceleration," his citation said. "She is also the
most skilled teacher I have ever observed."
Professor Gross's work has been internationally influential; of
particular note is her landmark longitudinal study of the intellectual,
academic, social and emotional development of 60 young Australians of IQ
160+ over a twenty-two year period. 
Professor Joyce Van Tassel-Baska, President of the NAGC, will present
Professor Gross with the award at a ceremony in November in Louisville
Kentucky. 
GERRIC was the first centre of research in gifted education in the
Southern Hemisphere and remains the leader in its field across
Australia. For more information on the centre see the
http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/ GERRIC website.

 

Sunday Herald Sun Sunday Magazine October 9 2005
School's Out - Why homeschooling is in


 

STARJUMP UPCOMING EVENTS
3 DAY INTENSIVE WORKSHOP
Where: Luther College
When: 18-20th October
For school years 6, 7 - 8 
For Details and registration forms see http://www.starjump.com.au/starjump.htm 

Commencing in Term 4 2005 Allison Mackenzie of Starjump will be consulting one day a week at The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College, Plymouth Rd. Croydon

For details contact Starjump on phone (03)9596 8288 or email maxine@starjump.com.au
 

  
TECHNOLOGY ENHANCING LEARNING CONFERENCE
SPELD Vic / DCO Programme, RMIT University
Australian Catholic University - St Patrick’s Campus

115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy

Saturday 15th October

Registration: 8.30am – 9.00am

Seminars and Exhibitions: 9.00am – 4.00pm

Speakers:

John Vincent – Department of Science and Mathamatics Education, The University of Melbourne 

Jan Polkinghorne – Computer Advisor, SPELD South Australia 

Pat Minton – Computers in Education Consultant

 

Demonstrations and Presentations of software and hardware for support.

Posters and seminars on choosing and using the right technologies.

Trade exhibitions of latest technologies for access and alternative learning support.

Seminars will include use of technologies for supporting literacy, and numeracy in primary, secondary and tertiary education covering: Spelling,  Writing,  Reading, Maths,  Access

This day will be useful for: Parents, Teachers, Disability support staff, Psychologists, Occupational Therapists, Disability Liaison Officers, Other professionals, Students ….. in fact, anyone interested in learning more about using technology to assist those struggling with access and/or a learning difficulty.

Professionals ……………………$120.00

Parents ………………………….. $49.00

Students …………………………..$35.00   

Lunch Included

Software will include:

] TextHelp ] Dragon Naturally Speaking ] Oxford Reading Tree ] Clicker 5 ] Text Ease ] Easiteach ] Universal Reader ] Magnification software ] Word prediction ] Software for early learning and more….

Technology will include:

] Interactive Whiteboards ] Talking Books ] Portable Keyboards ] The Mimio ] Franklin Spellchecker and more…..

 

SPELD Vic 494 Brunswick St Nth Fitzroy Ph 03 9489 4901 
ABN 51 178 974 489

& the DCO Programme, RMIT University Ph 03 9925 5269
 

TOURNAMENT OF MINDS 2005 FINAL
 Australian Finals event in Sydney on Saturday 15th October 2005

For full details see http://www.tom.edu.au
  

WISE ONES 8th ANNUAL CONFERENCE OCTOBER 2005
Leaders in the Education of Fast Learners
 

Principals, A-Ps and G&T Coordinators

Parents of WiseOnes children are welcome.

WiseOnes invites you to partake in a conversation for leaders keen to provide at a higher level for fast learners, in school and in school time.

 

Date : Fri. 21st October

Place: Cabaret Room, Village Green Hotel

Springvale Road, Mulgrave, Enter from FTG Rd.

Time 9.15 am–3.15 pm

Speakers: Three guest speakers and round table discussions.

Identifying Intelligence, Testing in schools and Emotional sensitivities.

 

Prof Dev. Fee $99; Early Bird or 3 or more representatives @ $89 each.

Tax invoices provided, Early Bird by August 30th, Registration to 16th Oct.

Book your places now: chrisray@netspace.net..au 

 

PD Certificates will be issued. Inquiries phone: 03 9728 8772 

 

CHIP - GEELONG
Parent Information Evening (PIE)
(Interested teachers are welcome)Twice Exceptional
Presenter: Dr Gail Byrne Psychologist and CHIP Foundation Board Member

Perhaps the most perplexing of students is the student who is twice exceptional; intellectually gifted but also diagnosed with either a recognised learning difficulty, disability or other learning challenge. This presentation will explore the complexities of identifying such students and working most effectively with them in school. Twice exceptional students who will be considered include: students who are intellectually gifted and who are also diagnosed as having ADHD; Aspergers and Learning Difficulties (Language; Handwriting; Information Processing)

Thursday 27 October 7.30-9.00 pm

Matthew Flinders SC

Brownbill

Cnr. Fenwick and Little Myers Sts

Cost: $10

RSVP: 52771361/0407320043

 

CHIP at Billanook College
Telephone: 9724 1158 or email emmacornish@billanook.vic.edu.au 

Dimensions Parents Forum 
13 October 

Discerning use of the Internet - self directed learning  with Helen Boyle and Hilary Hall 

 

 

GERRIC: YOUR GIFTED CHILD: A WEEKEND INFORMATION COURSE FOR PARENTS

Venue: The University of New South Wales Kensington Campus

Saturday 15 – Sunday 16 October, 2005

Applications close Friday 7.10.05

Enquiries should be directed to GERRIC Office phone (02) 9385 1972/74

 

 

HAWKER BROWNLOW EDUCATION 
 

Facilitating Differentiated Instruction Workshop
presented by Cathy Sambo from the USA.

Thursday 27th October, at the new Head Office 54 - 56 Sunmore Close Parkview Estate Heatherton Vic 3202

HBE’s new phone number (03) 8558 2444

 

Training Sessions:
Hawker Brownlow is holding a number of workshops in Term 4 on the implementation and use of the following programs: 

25 October - Mornington
BRIGANCE Early Years Developmental Screens Training
BRIGANCE Assessing Basic Skills Program
Building Reading Comprehension Training (CARS & STARS)
TechPaths Training Workshop 

8 November - Traralgon
BRIGANCE Early Years Developmental Screens Training
BRIGANCE Assessing Basic Skills Program
Building Reading Comprehension Training (CARS & STARS)
TechPaths Training Workshop

15 November - Sunbury 
BRIGANCE Early Years Developmental Screens Training
BRIGANCE Assessing Basic Skills Program 
Building Reading Comprehension Training (CARS & STARS) 
TechPaths Training Workshop 

For more information, please contact Maureen Theobold at projects@hbe.com.au 
 

AWARES.ORG ON-LINE CONFERENCE CENTRE
http://www.awares.org/conferences/default.asp

AWARES conference centre. Our first conference, Autism2005, gives you free and direct access to over 30 autism experts from around the World. From 17th to 21st October 2005, these experts have agreed to come online to answer your questions.

For full access to the conference centre now, please register on the left. During the registration process, we will ask for your permission to e-mail you. If you give us this permission, from time to time we will send you updates about the conference.

For those of you who prefer not to receive e-mail updates, please make a note in your diary now: 17th October 2005, www.autism2005.org, free autism conference.

GIFTEDNESS AND THE BRAIN
Educating children of high intelligence

School of Education, Faculty of Education, La Trobe University Bendigo campus

Friday 25 and Saturday 26 November, 2005

For full details contact Pam Lyons p.lyons@latrobe.edu.au 

phone office (03) 5444 7441 or 0421 643 478

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/giftedchildren/conference.html
 

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE
The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA.  More information will be available on the AAEGT website www.aaegt.net.au later 

this year.

 

GEODESIC DOMES
Currently I am devising a challenge session for the next Visual Spatial Learners 3 Day Intensive which involves making geodesic domes from Zome construction materials. I thought you might like to share the Internet sites I found

http://www.grunch.net/synergetics/domes/ 

Geometry

http://www.grunch.net/synergetics/domes/domegeo.html 

Dome glossary

http://www.alternativeengineering.com/DomePage/DomeGlossary/DomeGlossary.html 

Applied synergetics

http://www.applied-synergetics.com/ashp/html/domes.html 

Dome calculator

http://www.desertdomes.com/domecalc.html 

Assembly

http://graphics.stanford.edu/~munzner/dome/struts/ 

Growing Dome Greenhouses

http://www.growingspaces.com/ 

Cat home domes

http://www.alternativeengineering.com/DomePage/DomeCats/DomeCats.html 

Zome domes – Walt’s toy box

http://www.alternativeengineering.com/DomePage/DomeToys/DomeToys.html 

Geodesic Dome Design Software 
DOME is an open source utility for generating the coordinates of a geodesic dome or sphere. Versions are available for 32-bit Windows platforms, Linux/Unix and MacOS. Full source code is available per the GNU General Public License.

http://www.domeplans.com/ 

Corringie Aboriginal Settlement

http://www.wilja.asn.au/dome-dra.htm 

 

SOME MORE INTERESTING WEBSITES
 

Clothing tags
http://www.boston.com:80/business/articles/2005/10/11/clothing_retailers_scratch_a_big_itch
The Alternative Education Resource Organization (AERO)

http://www.edrev.org/
Debate on outcomes based education

http://www.platowa.com/
Christmas Carols

http://my.homewithgod.com/heavenlymidis/Christmas/hymns.html
Bells of Good Cheer

http://www.belcherfoundation.org/bells.htm
Bell ringing

http://www.holy-trinity.org/bells/onbells.html
 

DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.

 

Kind regards,  Jo Freitag

Gifted Resources 

Office

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd

Croydon Vic 3136

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396

A/H     (03) 9724 2008

 

Postal address

1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North                                                      
Victoria 3136 

Phone 9727 4662

Mobile 0416 739 233

Website http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html

Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au
Newsletter e-mail gifres@virtual.net.au 

E-mail: jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au
