GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
AUGUST 2006 No 2 

Welcome to the Gifted Resources Email Newsletter. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), or change your subscription options, from this address. 

You can also read this newsletter online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email contributions@giftedresources.org 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS 

Settling in 

Our unpacking is progressing well. We have even been able to pass on boxes to friends who are about to move. 

At all our previous homes I knew the neighbours on both sides and opposite or behind. So far I have only met one set of neighbours here. 

Our tiny elderly tabby cat, Chup, however has already met the locals. She ambushed a Jack Russell terrier and sent it yiking down the street; while she returned to the verandah to preen and had a pre-fight yowling match with a ginger cat. I think both cats were relieved that the fight was broken up before they had to engage paw to paw! 

Our new home address is 1 Jull Pde (cnr Jull Pde & Tortice Dr) Ringwood North Vic 3134 

The new phone number is 03 9876 1349 

Contact details for the office at Luther College and the Post Office Box 229 Croydon Vic 3136 remain the same 

MURPHY'S LAW 

As sure as you send out the newsletter you are bound to to hear about extra events which should have been included. So here is the second August newsletter with some very important additions. 

Yes, yes, I know - write up the Tasmanian Conference!!! And I will - it was a great conference and a lot of great presentations to comment on. But this weekend I am heading down to Warrnambool to facilitate a Film Discussion on Top Kid so much of my time is going to preparing for that. 

Please could I have volunteers to contribute reviews of the AAEGT Conference in Fremantle in September. I was hoping to attend but the budget does not stretch that far! 

. 

OUR NEW WEBSITE - www.giftedresources.org 
This week I have been swapping my personal website over to the giftedresources domain. 

You can see it at http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/ I have a lot to add still but I'm happy with the progress so far and having a great deal of fun doing it! 

http://www.giftedresources.org/web/blog.html
GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS 

http://www.giftedresources.org/web/events.htmlhttps://portal.luther.vic.edu.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.giftedresources.org/web/events.html/t_blank 

GUEST SPEAKER
Wednesday 30 August 2006 7.30 pm 
Alison Brown Football or fractals? Making friends and developing social skills for gifted children 

Playground activities at lunch time and recess very often consist of football for boys, and ‘Saddle Club’ make-believe for girls. When children are not interested in these or other similar activities, they are often left isolated – looking and feeling as though they don’t fit in. The many unique traits of gifted children set them apart from their peers, not only intellectually, but socially and emotionally as well. When some children seem to be able to make friends so easily, why is it such a struggle for many gifted children? Other children seem to know, instinctively, what to do and say in any situation. Why do gifted children so often seem to say ‘just the wrong thing’, or react to situations in an awkward or inappropriate manner? The difficulties many gifted children experience in making friends, or in social interactions is well documented and understood. There are many ways in which we can help with and encourage our children’s interactions with others, however, making social situations both enjoyable and positive experiences.

This presentation addresses the following issues:

· What sets gifted children apart from their peers? 

· Heightened intensities 

· Expectations and perfectionism 

· Tips for making and keeping friends 

· Coping with teasing, bullying and exclusion 

· Compromising / being adaptable 

· Problem solving / decision making / negotiating 

· Practical suggestions and activities for parents and teachers

Alison Brown is a registered psychologist, an experienced teacher and a parent. She has presented at a number of state, national and international conferences in the areas of technology, gifted education, and psychology, and has provided extensive consultation and training programs to schools in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Switzerland and Germany. Alison brings experience from both an educational and psychological background. Having taught for seven years at Methodist Ladies’ College, and worked as a school psychologist at Kincoppal-Rose Bay, Sydney, she has first-hand experience in recognising and catering for the social, emotional, and academic needs of students. Alison has been a committee member and Vice President of the Victorian Association for Gifted and Talented Children over six years. She currently runs a private practice in Melbourne, working particularly in the areas of parenting, counselling and gifted children 


Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College,Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
A light supper will be served. 
Booking essential Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 
email giftedresources@virtual.net.au 

PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on Wednesday 5 July, 2 August, 6 September, 4 October 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK (Formerly BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS) 

The name change for the 'Bayside Young Active Minds' group is currently in progress. 'Gifted Support Network' better describes the role the group undertakes. It is planned that the group will be incorporated in term 2 this year. At present the focus for the group has been Bayside, Kingston and Glen Eira council areas but the plan is to expand this as people often travel from as far as the Mornington Peninsula and West Gippsland to attend information evenings. 

Primary Minds Meet in the Park 

Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm 

Contact Julie 9585 2680 

Playgroup
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668. 

Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325 

www.byams.org 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK 

Guest Speaker 

Jodie Valpied 

(MEd (Spec Needs), PostgradDipPsych, COGE, BA/BTeach) 

Addressing social and emotional needs of gifted children 

Thursday 24th August, 2006 7:45 - 9.30 pm 

Place: Southern Community Church of Christ, 

Corner Chesterville and Pines Rd 

Cheltenham [Mel ref 86 J1] 

Cost $5.00 members, $10.00 non-members 

With a background in primary and secondary school teaching, Jodie Valpied has studied the educational and psychological needs of gifted individuals extensively. She has completed a Master of Education (Special Needs, Certificate of Gifted Education, and Postgraduate Diploma of Psychology. Jodie has enjoyed presenting conference papers and workshops in giftedness on a local and international basis. In addition Jodie is the Gifted Children’s Contact for Mensa in Victoria. Among other things, Jodie works as a consultant specialising in giftedness, introversion and organisational skills and through her recent research with gifted children is well placed to understand the unique social and emotional needs of gifted children.
The social and emotional characteristics of gifted children often baffle us. We struggle to understand and respond appropriately to needs which seem so complex, and even contradictory, in nature. We may grapple with questions such as, "Will catering for this child’s intellectual needs affect his/her social development?", "Is my child too sensitive?", "How can I help this child fit in with others?", "Why the ups and downs?". This talk will address these and other common parent and teacher concerns, including: peer relationships, introversion, feeling different, sensitivity, perfectionism, socialization vs social development.This will be a truly informative evening that is not to be missed.

Bookings Essential: Contact Maria, 9585 0325 

ACTIVE MINDS (was S.W.A.M.) WARRNAMBOOL 
have now changed their name (subject to approval by the incorporated body) from Warrnambool Area Parent Support Group of Students with Active Minds to Active Minds (SWAM). A motion was passed at the May meeting after voting from members. 

In future the group will be known as Active Minds.President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624 

Public Relations Lucy Forster 03 55620420 glforster@aapt.net.au 

Monthly meetings 2006 - Macey's Bistro 7.30pm 

July 19, August 16 September 13 October 18, November 15 Dinner and AGM 

August 12-13 G.E.M.M. Weekend at Brauer College 

Saturday 12 August 2006 10.00 am - 5.00 pm 

GERRIC program 

The workshops will contain information on definitions of giftedness and talent; characteristics of gifted children to assist in identification; strategies for preventing underachievement in gifted children; the impact of having a gifted child on family dynamics; some ways in which schools can respond to high ability; and parent advocacy. 

It is essential that you register if you are wanting to go as only those registered will be able to attend. Morning and Afternoon tea will be provided. 

For further details contact Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Sunday 13 August 

Children's workshops, Gifted Expo and Film Discussion on 'Top Kid" with Jo Freitag 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria 

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website. 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc 

Contact 

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162 

Phone 0402 056 140 

Email info@vagtc.asn.au 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html 

VAGTC TWILIGHT SEMINAR 

Lynne Mackenzie-Sykes 

The Arguments for and against acceleration 

Thursday 17 August 2006 5.00-7.30 pm Registration from 4.30 pm 

Venue : Geelong Grammar School, Glamorgan 

14 Douglas St Toorak 

Cost VAGTC members $15.00 Non-members $25.00 

For details and registration form see http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/htm/announcements.htm 

DSNSG Defence Special Needs Support Group 
A support group for Australian Defence Force families who have members with 
special needs, including giftedness & talent. DSNSG provides support and 
information for Defence families posted throughout Australia and overseas 

Sarah Tuckerman dsnsggat@optusnet.com.au
Gifted & Talented Coordinator
Defence Special Needs Support Group
Phone contact 1800 037 674
www.dsnsg.org.au
PUBLIC LECTURE 

Working with developmentally advanced children - the first six years 

Anne-Marie Morrissey The University of Melbourne 

Anne Grant The University of Melbourne 

Thursday17 August 5.30 -7.00pm 

Public Policy Lecture Theatre, Level 2, 234 Queensberry St, Carlton 

Education (ELDI Cluster) with the Association of Graduates in Early Childhood Studies 

for more information: Andrea Nolan (03) 8344 0957 anolan@unimelb.edu.au 

pSIP Serpell Primary School 

Guest Speaker 

Dr Eileen Kennedy-Moore from Princeton, New Jersey 

Making friends 

(will apply to all parents but especially to parents of gifted children) 

For more information about Dr Kennedy-Moore see 

http://www.eileenkennedymoore.com/ 

For more information about the event and to book contact Catriona Turnbull cturnbull@iinet.net.au 

CONNECTING MINDS : UNLOCKING THE POTENTIAL CONFERENCE 

Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre 
17-19 August 2006 

Renowned international speakers Dr Mel Levine and Dr Mel Ainscow. Dr Levine is a regular presenter on the Oprah Winfrey Show and famous for his Developing Minds program as well as his book A Mind at a Time. Dr Ainscow is well known in over 80 countries for his work exporing connections betweeninclusion, teacher development and school improvement 

For full details see
http://www.ccm.com.au/cm/index.php
VSG Enrichment Term 3 & 4 

VSG celebrates their tenth year of operation this year 

There have been some additions and changes in courses and teachers. 

All the details can be viewed at http://www.vsg.edu.au/
LEARNING LADDER 

There will be a new Learning Ladder catalogue in August 

See http://www.learningladder.com.au/index.html 

ANNE JACKSON at Mindful! 

in Burwood is setting up an all day "Wednesday School" next term.
Encouraging and developing autonomous learning
Anne aims to support gifted students, including the 2e, in their development of self motivated, independent, self-directed learning.
The atmosphere will support learning from peers, the constructive use of the world wide web, the use of interviews, books and other texts, experimentation and discussion. Initially Anne will provide the stimulus task but maybe next year students will feel confident to negotiate their own.

For full details or to enrol please contact Anne ASAP, as this group will involve no more than 10 students at this stage. 

Time: 8/10/06 - 6/12/06 9:00 - 3:30
Cost: $300
Where: Mindful! 381 Burwood Hwy, Burwood, 3125
Book or more details on 9808 1460 or Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. by 15/9/06 please

(There is the possibility that there will be a "Friday School" in the
Bayside area - please let Anne know if you are interested in this option)

ALISON BROWN 

DIscipline with Dignity Parenting Workshop 

DATE: Wednesday, 20th September 2006 

TIME: 7.00 – 9.00pm 

VENUE: Melbourne University – Hawthorn Campus (Auburn Road) 

COST: $20.00 

“Discipline with Dignity” looks at the roles we have as parents and how we can help guide and shape our children in a positive manner. Issues discussed include: expectations &
consequences, praise& rewards, involving children in decision making, developmental and cognitive issues, and self-esteem. 

Teacher Workshop / Seminars Staff Meeting presentations or Curriculum Day PD sessions 

“Extending highly able children in the regular classroom”. 

Content includes: 

Theories and definitions of giftedness 

The gifted identification process 

Learning characteristics of gifted and talented children 

Models for curriculum modification 

What gifted children need – academically, socially, emotionally & organisationally 

An introduction to higher order thinking skills from Prep – Year 6 

Examples of classroom enrichment through portfolios and video footage 

A wide range of practical ideas and resources 

Course content relevant to primary teachers from all year levels and applicable to highly able and gifted children (approximately 1 in 6 children in every classroom). 

For full details contact Alison Brown 

Alison Brown 
Psychologist 
33 Frater Street, Kew East 3102 
Phone / Fax: (03) 9819 7600 
Mobile: 0408 177982 
Email: Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 
www.psychologyandchildren.com.au 


Preparation for Ourgifted Online Conference 
August 21-23, 2006 

In preparing for the future conference on August 21-23, 2006,
Sally Lhas been able to secure a discount on the recommended pre-
conference reading. James T. Webb, Ph.D.President, Great Potential 
Press www.giftedbooks.com is offering a 25% discount for the book 
titled:
Gifted Parent Groups: The SENG Model 
If you place an order, you will need to identify yourself as an 
OGTOC list member. This offer will expire on November 1, 2006.
If you have any questions with this offer, feel free to contact 
James T. Webb
P.O. Box 5057
Scottsdale, AZ 85261
602-954-4200
www.giftedbooks.com 

NEW BOOK 

Drs Brock and Fernette Eide -The Mislabeled Child 

See Press release for "The Mislabeled Child"
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.

On the website for The Mislabeled Child Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. there 
is a link to a forum -which is organized based on the book- or you can go
there directly at: http://mislabeledchild.com/phpBB/
From the website:
"In The Mislabeled Child, Drs. Brock and Fernette Eide describe how
understanding a child's unique strengths can be used to overcome obstacles
to learning. They show how children can be mislabeled with diagnoses that
are too broad (ADHD, for instance), or simply inaccurate. They also 
explain why medications are often not the best ways to help children who are
struggling to learn.
Here the Eides provide a comprehensive look at learning differences 
ranging from dyslexia to dysgraphia, to attention problems, to giftedness, and 
offer specific suggestions to help children at school and at home, while
clarifying the diagnoses and providing resources to help. This book gives
much-needed reassurance and guidance to any parent or teacher of a child
with a learning problem."

E.List for Celiac and Food Intolerances with the GT Community 

A new e-list for the topic of Celiac, DH, wheat intolerance, gluten intolerance , lactose intolerance (as secondary to Celiac) within the GT Community. 

This topic keeps coming up on Gifted Lists, so a new e-list has been established 

It is a closed list which means you can only access the group through an
invitation from Kristine at <Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.>.


GERRIC WORKSHOPS FOR PARENTS IN REGIONAL AND REMOTE AREAS OF AUSTRALIA
For full details see http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/regn.html 

· Warrnambool - Saturday, 12th August 2006 

· Broken Hill - Saturday, 19th August 2006 

· Lismore - Saturday, 19th August 2006 

· Geraldton - Saturday, 26th August 2006 

· Horsham - Saturday, 26th August 2006 

· Port Lincoln SA on 2nd September.2006 

· Nhulunbuy - Saturday, 9th September 2006 

· Nowra - Saturday, 9th September 2006 

· Tennant Creek - Saturday, 16th September 2006 

· Kununurra - Saturday, 23rd September 2006 

· Huonville - Saturday, 14th October 2006 

· Launceston - Saturday, 14th October 2006 

· Burnie - Saturday, 21st October 2006 

· Mount Gambier SA on 4th November.2006


AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES 

27 - 29 September 2006 

The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 

For more information see http://www.gifted2006.org.au 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 
GameParents 

http://www.gameparents.com/news.php 

Encourage Learning 

http://www.encouragelearning.com/ 

Learningpage 

http://www.learningpage.com/free_pages/gallery.html 

http://www.idahostatesman.com/apps/pbcs.dll/articleAID=/20060724/NEWS010701/607240312Zoo Education Term 4 

http://www.zoo.org.au/education/enews/imagedir/term4.pdf 

The Australian article on acceleration 

http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0,20867,19737607-601,00.html 

Free E-Books - Project Gutenberg 

http://www.gutenberg.org/ 

World eBook Fair 

http://WorldeBookFair.com/ 

lab3000 Virtual Gallery 

http://lab.3000.com.au/gallery/gallery/index.jsp 

DISCLAIMER 

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services, products and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Website, Information Pack or Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 

Kind regards, Jo Freitag 

Gifted Resources 

Office 

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd 

Croydon Vic 3136 

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396 

Postal address 

1 Jull Pde 

Ringwood North 

Vic 3134 

PO Box 229
Croydon 
Victoria 3136 

Website www.giftedresources.org 

Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au 

Email Jo Freitag jo@giftedresources.org
Newsletter e-mail contributions@giftedresources.org 
