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GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
AUGUST 2006 No 3 

Welcome to the Gifted Resources Email Newsletter. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), or change your subscription options, from this address. 

You can also read this newsletter online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email contributions@giftedresources.org 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS 

Our new home address is 1 Jull Pde (cnr Jull Pde & Tortice Dr) Ringwood North Vic 3134 

The new phone number is 03 9876 1349 

Contact details for the office at Luther College and the Post Office Box 229 Croydon Vic 3136 remain the same 

JUST A FEW LAST MINUTE NOTICES 

Just time for a quick third August newsletter with some important additions. I am sorry I did not get this newsletter out earlier this week as I was speaking to Chris Perkinson from New Beginnings in New Zealand and she has a competition running during this week (closes on Monday) in conjunjtion with Languages Week. For details of New Beginnings Australian Catalogue and the most recent flyer please see http://www.giftedresources.org/web/resforsale.html To order New Beginnings materials place your order by mail,phone or email directly with New Beginnings but please mention with EACH order that you were referred to them by Gifted Resources in Australia as then Gifted Resources receives credit 

Do I have any volunteers to contribute reviews of the AAEGT Conference in Fremantle in September? I was hoping to attend but the budget does not stretch that far! 

. 

OUR NEW WEBSITE - www.giftedresources.org 
There are additions in the Blog section including news from Dr Sandra Lea-Wood about her work as an adjunct professor during the northern summer at the City University of New York. 

I am working on adding more links to the Website lists and putting a couple more Powerpoints up on the site. 

On my personal website the page of Enor Mouse cartoons has been transferred and I am working on adding more content to the Church School Programs and Homeschooling sections. 

HI HO, HI HO...... 

It's off to work I go; but at rather varied times! 

I used to say that I would be in the office at Luther College between 11.00am and 4.00pm on week days EXCEPT when I wasn't! This was because sometimes work or life takes me to other places and because some of the Internet work can only be done from home. 

Since moving to Ringwood North I find I am even more unpredictable and although home is less than five minutes from Luther by car it is taking me at least 40 minutes to get there by public transport. 

So unless you live very close and want to call in to the office on the off chance I would strongly advise making an appointment by phone or email to ensure that I will be there. 

Remember I am happy to put library books, etc in the mail. 

LEFT UNDONE? 

Speaking of putting things in the mail, I think there may be one more person who asked to receive the handout notes for Janette Phelan's talk on Choosing a School for your Gifted Child and has not received it yet. I have one set left over and I am not sure whether I copied one set too many or someone missed out. So if you are still waiting to receive a set you requested please can you let me know. 

In fact - if you are waiting to receive an email or phone reply or a mailout from me and suspect I may have overlooked it please remind me! I am juggling quite a number of different shaped items and some of them are dropping! Please don't tell me it is 'senior moments'! 

http://www.giftedresources.org/web/blog.html
GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS 

http://www.giftedresources.org/web/events.htmlhttps://portal.luther.vic.edu.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.giftedresources.org/web/events.html/t_blank 

GUEST SPEAKER
Wednesday 30 August 2006 7.30 pm 
Alison Brown Football or fractals? Making friends and developing social skills for gifted children 

Playground activities at lunch time and recess very often consist of football for boys, and ‘Saddle Club’ make-believe for girls. When children are not interested in these or other similar activities, they are often left isolated – looking and feeling as though they don’t fit in. The many unique traits of gifted children set them apart from their peers, not only intellectually, but socially and emotionally as well. When some children seem to be able to make friends so easily, why is it such a struggle for many gifted children? Other children seem to know, instinctively, what to do and say in any situation. Why do gifted children so often seem to say ‘just the wrong thing’, or react to situations in an awkward or inappropriate manner? The difficulties many gifted children experience in making friends, or in social interactions is well documented and understood. There are many ways in which we can help with and encourage our children’s interactions with others, however, making social situations both enjoyable and positive experiences.

This presentation addresses the following issues:

· What sets gifted children apart from their peers? 

· Heightened intensities 

· Expectations and perfectionism 

· Tips for making and keeping friends 

· Coping with teasing, bullying and exclusion 

· Compromising / being adaptable 

· Problem solving / decision making / negotiating 

· Practical suggestions and activities for parents and teachers

Alison Brown is a registered psychologist, an experienced teacher and a parent. She has presented at a number of state, national and international conferences in the areas of technology, gifted education, and psychology, and has provided extensive consultation and training programs to schools in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Switzerland and Germany. Alison brings experience from both an educational and psychological background. Having taught for seven years at Methodist Ladies’ College, and worked as a school psychologist at Kincoppal-Rose Bay, Sydney, she has first-hand experience in recognising and catering for the social, emotional, and academic needs of students. Alison has been a committee member and Vice President of the Victorian Association for Gifted and Talented Children over six years. She currently runs a private practice in Melbourne, working particularly in the areas of parenting, counselling and gifted children 


Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College,Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
A light supper will be served. 
Booking essential Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 
email giftedresources@virtual.net.au 

PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on Wednesday 6 September, 4 October 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK (Formerly BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS) 

The name change for the 'Bayside Young Active Minds' group is currently in progress. 'Gifted Support Network' better describes the role the group undertakes. It is planned that the group will be incorporated in term 2 this year. At present the focus for the group has been Bayside, Kingston and Glen Eira council areas but the plan is to expand this as people often travel from as far as the Mornington Peninsula and West Gippsland to attend information evenings. 

Primary Minds Meet in the Park 

Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm 

Contact Julie 9585 2680 

Playgroup
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668. 

Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325 

www.byams.org 

ACTIVE MINDS (was S.W.A.M.) WARRNAMBOOL 
have now changed their name (subject to approval by the incorporated body) from Warrnambool Area Parent Support Group of Students with Active Minds to Active Minds (SWAM). A motion was passed at the May meeting after voting from members. 

In future the group will be known as Active Minds.President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624 

Public Relations Lucy Forster 03 55620420 glforster@aapt.net.au 

Monthly meetings 2006 - Macey's Bistro 7.30pm 

September 13 October 18, November 15 Dinner and AGM 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria 

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website. 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc 

Contact 

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162 

Phone 0402 056 140 

Email info@vagtc.asn.au 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html 

DSNSG Defence Special Needs Support Group 
A support group for Australian Defence Force families who have members with 
special needs, including giftedness & talent. DSNSG provides support and 
information for Defence families posted throughout Australia and overseas 

Sarah Tuckerman dsnsggat@optusnet.com.au
Gifted & Talented Coordinator
Defence Special Needs Support Group
Phone contact 1800 037 674
www.dsnsg.org.au
VSG Enrichment Term 3 & 4 

VSG celebrates their tenth year of operation this year 

There have been some additions and changes in courses and teachers. 

All the details can be viewed at http://www.vsg.edu.au/ 

HOME SCHOOLING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The government has opened the application process for the Home Schooling Advisory Committee. 

Advertisements have appeared in metropolitan and regional newspapers from Friday 4th August. Committee members will be appointed by application only, no nominations of third parties will be accepted. 

The details issued by the Education Department can be found on the HEN website at Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

The Education Department website also contains this information http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/directions/edtrainreform-homeschool.htm 

ANNE JACKSON at Mindful! 

in Burwood is setting up an all day "Wednesday School" next term.
Encouraging and developing autonomous learning
Anne aims to support gifted students, including the 2e, in their development of self motivated, independent, self-directed learning.
The atmosphere will support learning from peers, the constructive use of the world wide web, the use of interviews, books and other texts, experimentation and discussion. Initially Anne will provide the stimulus task but maybe next year students will feel confident to negotiate their own.

For full details or to enrol please contact Anne ASAP, as this group will involve no more than 10 students at this stage. 

Time: 8/10/06 - 6/12/06 9:00 - 3:30
Cost: $300
Where: Mindful! 381 Burwood Hwy, Burwood, 3125
Book or more details on 9808 1460 or Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. by 15/9/06 please

(There is the possibility that there will be a "Friday School" in the
Bayside area - please let Anne know if you are interested in this option) 

NEXT OGTOC ONLINE GIFTED CONFERENCE 

Sept. 19-20, 2006 

Drs Brock and Fernette Eide
The Mislabeled Child: Focus on Gifted Learners

Drs. Brock and Fernette Eide have a national referral practice 
specializing in 'Neurolearning'. Their book, The Mislabeled Child is 
coming August 2006. They are strong advocates for neurologically-
based approaches to learning and learning differences. The Eides are 
on international and national professional advisory boards for 
organizations such as SENG (Supporting Emotional Needs of the 
Gifted) and the American Occupational Therapy Association, and they 
are available for local and national presentations, keynotes, and 
teacher in-service training.
The Mislabeled Child (Hyperion) will available in bookstores August 
2006. This is an incredibly reassuring approach by two physicians 
who specialize in helping children overcome their difficulties 
learning and succeeding in school. 

For parents, teachers, and other professionals seeking practical 
guidance about ways to help children with learning problems, this 
book provides a comprehensive look at learning differences ranging 
from dyslexia to dysgraphia, to attention problems, to giftedness. 
In The Mislabeled Child, the authors describe how a proper 
understanding of a child's unique brain-based strengths can be used 
to overcome many different obstacles to learning. They show how 
often, children are mislabeled with diagnoses that are too broad 
(ADHD, for instance) or are simply inaccurate. They also explain why 
medications are often not be the best ways to help children who are 
struggling to learn. The authors guide parents, educators, and other 
professionals through the morass of commonly used labels and 
treatments, offering specific helping suggestions that can be used 
to help children at school and at home. This book offers extremely 
empowering information for parents and professionals alike. 

For full details on joining the conference see http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OGTOC/ 

ALISON BROWN 

DIscipline with Dignity Parenting Workshop 

DATE: Wednesday, 20th September 2006 

TIME: 7.00 – 9.00pm 

VENUE: Melbourne University – Hawthorn Campus (Auburn Road) 

COST: $20.00 

“Discipline with Dignity” looks at the roles we have as parents and how we can help guide and shape our children in a positive manner. Issues discussed include: expectations &
consequences, praise& rewards, involving children in decision making, developmental and cognitive issues, and self-esteem. 

Teacher Workshop / Seminars Staff Meeting presentations or Curriculum Day PD sessions 

“Extending highly able children in the regular classroom”. 

Content includes: 

Theories and definitions of giftedness 

The gifted identification process 

Learning characteristics of gifted and talented children 

Models for curriculum modification 

What gifted children need – academically, socially, emotionally & organisationally 

An introduction to higher order thinking skills from Prep – Year 6 

Examples of classroom enrichment through portfolios and video footage 

A wide range of practical ideas and resources 

Course content relevant to primary teachers from all year levels and applicable to highly able and gifted children (approximately 1 in 6 children in every classroom). 

For full details contact Alison Brown 

Alison Brown 
Psychologist 
33 Frater Street, Kew East 3102 
Phone / Fax: (03) 9819 7600 
Mobile: 0408 177982 
Email: Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 
www.psychologyandchildren.com.au 

GERRIC WORKSHOPS FOR PARENTS IN REGIONAL AND REMOTE AREAS OF AUSTRALIA
For full details see http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/regn.html 

· Port Lincoln SA on 2nd September.2006 

· Nhulunbuy - Saturday, 9th September 2006 

· Nowra - Saturday, 9th September 2006 

· Tennant Creek - Saturday, 16th September 2006 

· Kununurra - Saturday, 23rd September 2006 

· Huonville - Saturday, 14th October 2006 

· Launceston - Saturday, 14th October 2006 

· Burnie - Saturday, 21st October 2006 

· Mount Gambier SA on 4th November.2006

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES 

27 - 29 September 2006 

The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 

For more information see http://www.gifted2006.org.au 

YOUNG THINKERS - SAP 

Social & Personal Development Program 

Neo Psychology announces an exciting new social and personal development program for gifted adolescents (late primary through secondary school)! 

This 10-week program has been specifically developed by the team at Neo Psychology to address social and emotional issues commonly experienced by gifted young people in this age group. 

The team includes Jodie Valpied MEd PostGradDipPsych, a consultant in giftedness and personality, with a background in classroom, special needs and gifted education, and postgraduate qualifications in both education and psychology. Also on the team are Dr Simon Crisp DPsych MAPS and Emma Lund MPsych MAPS. As director of Neo Psychology, Simon has extensive training and experience as a child, adolescent and family psychologist. Emma is an educational and developmental psychologist, with qualifications and experience in adolescent counselling, assessment, developmental issues, coping skills and parenting.

The Young Thinkers – SAP program is individually tailored to the particular needs of the participant, as guided by a needs assessment conducted prior to the program. Approaches used are based around the concepts of acceptance, companionship, skill development and goal setting. At the conclusion of the program, parents are provided with a feedback report including areas covered and further recommendations. 

Areas addressed in the program include:

Getting to know yourself: 

Investigating your strengths, weaknesses and who you are; Liking yourself; Setting goals 

Getting to know others:

Getting along with others who are different; Do you have to become like others to be liked?

Communication

Starting and finishing a conversation; Showing that you are listening; Asking for something or expressing an opinion without feeling bad or sounding bossy.

Friendship

Finding friends with common interests; Joining in with group games and conversations; Coping with bullying or exclusion.

Cost of program: $800 includes (1) intake interview, (2) 10x1hr sessions, (3) feedback.

Neo Psychology is also able to offer psycho-educational assessment (e.g. intelligence testing), as well as clinical and whole family services separately or as an adjunct to the Young Thinkers - SAP program – enquiries welcome.

Please contact Jodie Valpied for further information. 

Email: jodie@neopsychology.com.au
SALLY-ANNE McCORMACK 

LIFE STRATEGIES PROGRAMS 

Sally-Anne McCormack is a registered psychologist, a teacher, and a mother of four children/adolescent who has a special interest in depression PREVENTION in our youth. ALL students should be introduced to the skills provided in these groups.

Does your child
Lose their temper over minor things 

Have difficulty concentrating 

Have trouble sitting still 

Complain of headaches or stomach aches without medical cause 

Feel sad or cry for no apparent reason 

No longer enjoy his/her favourite activities 

Sleep more or less than usual 

Sally-Anne is offering three programs - one for students in Grades 5 & 6, one for Years 7 & 8, and another for those in Years 10 & 11 - for 5 weeks from October 7th, 2006. 

The LIFE STRATEGIES PROGRAMS provide the students with a "feelings" vocabulary, teach some ways of replacing negative thoughts with more positive thoughts, show them to look for "evidence" when making assumptions about situations, etc. 

Sally-Anne McCormack was interviewed on television for Melbourne’s "Today Tonight" in March, and more recently was featured in the Herald Sun in July 2006. She is registered as a media spokesperson for the Australian Psychological Society (APS).

For further details, go to her website Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. and look under "Life Strategies". Refer to the calendar for specific times for each of the above age groups. 

THE SIEMENS SCIENCE EXPERIENCE 

The Siemens Science Experience, a three-day hands-on science activities program for students currently in Year 9, is being conducted in Victoria at: 

Swinburne University of Technology, Hawthorn 26-28 September 2006 

Gordon Institute of TAFE, Geelong 3-5 October 2006 

Deakin University, Warrnambool 5-7 December 2006 

La Trobe University, Bundoora 6-8 December 2006 

University of Ballarat, Ballarat 9-11 January 2007 

RMIT University, Melbourne 16-18 January 2007 

University of Melbourne, Melbourne 16-18 January 2007 

Monash University, Clayton 17-19 January 2007 

Marine Discovery Centre, Queenscliff 23-25 January 2007 

The programs are open to any interested current Year 9 student and all applications are accepted until a program is filled. Applications for the September/October programs are due by 25 August 2006, and by 29 September 2006 for all other programs 

The full cost of attendance is $95, and as it is a Rotary supported project, local clubs are often willing to sponsor students. 

Applications are able to be accepted online at www.scienceexperience.com.au. 

AWARES ONLINE AUTISM CONFERENCE 

October 4-11, 2006 

Awares is to hold its second online autism conference between October 4-11, 
2006. 

Anyone is welcome to log on - parents, people with autism, researchers, 
practitioners, teachers and social workers. So please join us!
Leading international figures will be available to answer questions and 
discuss topics ranging from biomedical approaches to autism, the immunology 
and neurology of autism, educational methods and first-hand experiences of 
living with autism. They include Donna Williams and Wendy Lawson, two of the 
world's best-known autistic writers and speakers; Jacqui Jackson, mother of 
seven children (including four on the autistic spectrum) and her son, Luke, 
a well-known author and speaker with Asperger's syndrome, and the foremost 
autism authorities Professor Rita Jordan, Professor Laurent Mottron, 
Professor Anthony Bailey and Professor Margot Prior. 

Other experts taking part include Stephen Shore (USA), Larry Arnold (UK), 
Danny Beath (UK), Dr Marco Iacoboni (Italy), Dr Skirmantas Janusonis (USA), 
Dr Peter Enticott (Australia), Dr Manuel Casanova (USA), Chantal 
Sicile-Kira (USA), Dr Julie Donnelly (USA), Professor Michael Fitzgerald 
(Ireland), Professor Helen Tager-Flusberg (USA), Dr Molly Losh (USA), Paul 
Shattock (UK), Dr Karl Reichelt (Norway), Mitzi Waltz (USA), Dr Cynthia 
Molloy (USA), Dr Richard Becker (USA), Dr Dawn Wimpory (Wales), Dr Roberto 
Canitano (Italy), Dennis Debbaudt (USA), Professor Jill Boucher (UK), Dr 
Shari Au (USA), Dr David Skuse (UK), Olga Bogdashina (Ukraine), Dr Thomas 
Berney (UK), Dr Paul Ashwood (USA) and Dr Sven Boelte (Germany).

To find out more about Autism2006 and receive email updates with all the 
latest conference news, please go to Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.

An online Foyer Café is also available for delegates to meet and discuss 
issues prior to the conference.
For further details, please contact Laura Morgan on 029 20464940 in 
Cardiff. To register for Autism2006, simply go to Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Abstracts and papers will be available online at Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. from 
the beginning of October 2006.Experts will be available on-line to answer 
questions in person between October 4-11.

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 
Dr Terence Tao wins Fields Medal for mathematics 

http://tinyurl.com/jjk4l 

Dr Terence Tao article by Miraca Gross on Davidson site 

http://www.gt-cybersource.org/Record.aspx?NavID=2_0&rid=11273 

Leonie Kronborg 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Online Library
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Art 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Gallery kids 

http://www.gallerykids.com.au/ 

Animal School Fable Presentation 

http://www.raisingsmallsouls.com/wp-content/themes/179/aschool.html 

MoodGym 

http://moodgym.anu.edu.au/ 

Emilia Reggio 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
DISCLAIMER 

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services, products and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Website, Information Pack or Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 

Kind regards, Jo Freitag 

Gifted Resources 

Office 

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd 

Croydon Vic 3136 

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396 

Postal address 

1 Jull Pde 

Ringwood North 

Vic 3134 

PO Box 229
Croydon 
Victoria 3136 

Website www.giftedresources.org 

Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au 

Email Jo Freitag jo@giftedresources.org
Newsletter e-mail contributions@giftedresources.org 
