GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY 2006 No 2
 
Welcome to the new format Gifted Resources Email Newsletter.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information.  
 
You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please go to http://giftedresources.org/mailman/listinfo/newsletter_giftedresources.org and subscribe. 
If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter you can unsubscribe at this address also.
 

Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category.
It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 
 
You can also read this newsletter online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives4.html
and previous issues from January 2005 No 1  can be read at  http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives.html 
If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programs, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au
 
GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
Gifted Resources is an Information Service for parents and teachers of gifted students no matter what educational system or setting they are in.
See What is Gifted Resources? http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/grislike1.html
 

OUR WEBSITE
If you type in www.giftedresources.org you will be forwarded directly to our website at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html
Jamie Tarling, who set this up for me, has been tracking the statistics for our website for the last two weeks He was able to tell me :
 

"As more and more people start to access your website via www.giftedresources.org, I can provide you with greater statistics. So far this month:
Your main page has been accessed 54 times via giftedresources.org
You have had 104 unique visitors (minimum) via both your main page and the newsletter website There have been 1512 page views (main page + newsletter website)"
Once again thank you very much, Jamie!
It is now possible to subscribe to the email newsletter from the website at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/newsandsites.html
 

I have been kept very busy reloading all the images for the Gifted Resources website, 4 Visual Spatial Learners Intensive Workshops websites and my own personal website following the outage at Vicnet recently. I have nearly finished now and then will start updating and adding to the Gifted Resources site and the website address lists
 
OPENING TIMES
I am usually in the Gifted Resources office on weekdays from 11.00am - 4.00pm except when my work takes me to other places or unless an appointment has been made for another time. It is always wise to phone or email before coming. See contact details below.
 
 Here are some events and programs for you to mark in your calendars:
 
MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on  Wednesday 1 March, 5 April, 3 May,7 June
 
 
BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS 
Primary Minds Meet in the Park
Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm
Contact Julie 9585 2680
Playgroup
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668.
Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325
Carolyn Priest Assistant Co-ordinator (Publicity) (03) 9576 5137
www.byams.org 
 
FROM TINA McCARTHY
POSSIBLE NEW GROUP FOR WESTERN SUBURBS
WANTED: Inner city and western suburbs gifted kids and families!
I am the mother of a gifted visual spatial 7 year old and have for some time 
recognised the need for a support group for gifted kids, visual spatial kids 
etc and their families in the inner city and western suburbs of Melbourne. 
If you too feel this way, then please contact me on the email or mobile 
below. I am interested in finding others who would like to start a group - 
the group may take the shape of more formal sessions with "experts" we 
invite in, or maybe it is just a group where we as parents can discuss the 
trials and celebrations of parenting the gifted, and even better, our kids 
may find some "like-minded" friends who actually live close by! We won't 
know until we have a group of interested people and find out what we all 
want and need.
Tina McCarthy - email: tmacdesign@optusnet.com.au  or mobile: 0412 993 650 
 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST- ESSENDON AREA AND SURROUNDS:
As the mother of 2 highly able young children, I am interested in setting up an informal pre-school playgroup to serve the children-and parents-of the inner north-west region, in the vein of those in existence in other regions.  Is there anybody out there?
Please register your interest with Carolyn on mct1000@optusnet.com.au, or call 93790304.

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 
Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com
Secretary; Angela Shlansky
Ph 03) 55629956
ashlansk@bigpond.net.au  
 

March meeting is the 29th due to school holidays. 

 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 
A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria
For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website.
 
V.A.G.T.C. Inc
Contact
P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162
Phone  0402 056 140 
Email info@vagtc.asn.au 
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html
 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO EDUCATION ACT
The government released a white paper on 15th September which can be read in its entirety at www.det.vic.gov.au. From that page, select Review of Education and Training Legislation White Paper.
The exposure draft can be downloaded at: 
http://www.det.vic.gov.au/det/resources/papers.htm#H2N400042
 
Implications for Home Education
The Home Education Network in Victoria have been monitoring this and their 
recommendations can be found at 
http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/About/proposedchanges.htm
A copy of the Home Education Network submission can be read at 

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/shared_files/HEN_submission_regarding_exposure_draft1.pdf
 
ONLINE OPINION FORUM 
http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/

 HYPERLINK "" \t "_blank" 
To become a member  http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/create-account.asp
Article by Susan Wight  'Home education can help prevent bullying' http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=3977
Debate on the article http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/thread.asp?article=3977
Article Nice move, Ms Kosky by Susan Wight
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=4066
Discussion on the article
http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/thread.asp?article=4066
Home education grows up by Susan Wight
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=4152 
Discussion on the article
http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/thread.asp?article=4152
(Those who know our family will recognise a comment from me in the discussion)
 

MEDIA WATCH
Watch The Age Education section (Victoria) on Monday for the next couple of weeks for cover articles on both Giftedness and Homeschooling
Watch Melbourne's Child magazine in March or April for features on Homeschooling.
 

LATIN AT ALIA COLLEGE 
Alia College will be offering Latin Language Studies to both adults and youngsters who are not students at Alia.

A Latin Language Introductory Session will be run on
Saturday 18th Feb 2006 from 2:30 pm to 4pm.
Venue: Alia College 466 Barkers Rd Hawthorn East 3123 [Melways ref: 45 G9]
Separate sessions will be available for adults and school students.
The cost for the Session is $5 payable on the day for both adults and
students.
If you have any questions contact Bob Morgan on 9817 2066 or 0404 019 882.
To  RVSP or contact : info@alia.vic.edu.au as soon as possible.
The Latin Language Course at Alia College has been particularly 
successful. Students have elected Latin more frequently than any other language at the
school. Website: www.alia.vic.edu.au 

 

QUEENSLAND ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN INC. 
15th STATECONFERENCE
I’m for Gifted!
Am I alone or is there a power of one?
 

Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 March 2006
Yeronga State High School Brisbane
 

featuring Prof. Karen Rogers
author of "Re-forming Gifted Education: Matching the Program to the Child"
Professor Karen B. Rogers is currently Director of Research for the Gifted Education Research & Resource Information Centre (GERRIC) at the University of New South Wales and is developing a research agenda for the centre: the 10 gifted services that provide the best effect for effort and provide an update of current research on best practices in gifted education.

Dr Paul Hutchins
Dr Paul Hutchins is Head of the Child Development Unit at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, Sydney, and Senior Paediatric Consultant at the Children’s Hospital Education Research Institute: how comprehensive collaborative supports can promote the success and talents of gifted students who also have subtle language disorders, ADHD and associated problems.

 

Special guest speaker, Dr John Munro, is Head of Studies in Exceptional Learning and Gifted Education, Dept. of Learning & Educational Development, Faculty of Education, The University of Melbourne: catering for gifted and talented mathematics students in classrooms, how to build in schools a professional learning capacity to meet the needs of gifted and talented students, and his research in gifted learning disabilities and its implications for classroom practice.

Invited speakers: Christine Ireland, Elwood College, Victoria (‘differentiation’ – creating an environment of achievement for underachievers in schools, creativity 
Dr Wilma Vialle, University of Wollongong (‘twice exceptional’ – gifted students with other notable characteristics affecting performance) 
Barry Bartley, Principal, South Grafton High NSW (‘self-selection’ – management strategies for primary and secondary education that easily accommodate gifted students)
 

For further information
Email: conference@qagtc.org.au
Website: www.qagtc.org.au/conf2006
Telephone: (07) 3352 4288 Fax: (07) 3352 4388

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE  
GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES
The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 
For more information see http://www.gifted2006.org.au/
 
AAEGT CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS
 The Conference organising committee would like to invite interested professionals in the Gifted Education area to submit abstracts for interactive workshops (80 minutes), seminars/papers (40 minutes), round table discussions (40 minutes) and poster presentations.  Due date 18 March 2006.  Details can be found on www.gifted2006.org.au
 

TRAVEL TO AAEGT CONFERENCE
Pat Slattery of Wise Ones is organizing a group booking for travel to Fremantle which should reduce the cost. If you are interested in taking advantage of this, contact Pat by phone on 9794 8258 or email patwise@tpg.com.au
 

ALISON BROWN SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS 
Alison Brown is a registered psychologist, an experienced teacher and a parent. She has been a committee member and Vice President of the Victorian Association for Gifted and Talented Children over six years, has presented at a number of state, national and international conferences in the areas of technology, gifted education, and psychology, and has provided extensive consultation and training programs to schools in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Switzerland and Germany.

Alison brings experience from both an educational and psychological background. Having taught for seven years at Methodist Ladies’ College, Melbourne and worked as a school psychologist at Mosman Preparatory School and Kincoppal-Rose Bay, Sydney, she has first-hand experience in recognising and catering for the social, emotional, and academic needs of students. She is currently working in private practice in Melbourne, with a particular interest in gifted children, parenting, counselling and educational assessment.
For details see http://www.psychologyandchildren.com.au/ 

 

 

DEPRESSION PREVENTION - LIFE STRATEGIES PROGRAM
Psychologist Sally-Anne McCormack is running a pilot of her program to help prevent depression in children and adolescents in Blackburn. The course runs for six weeks on Wednesdays or Saturdays and costs $180 See http://www.sally-annemccormack.com.au/ 
Phone:  (03) 9893 3229
Email sally-anne@optusnet.com.au 
 

NAGC CONVENTION 2006 CALL FOR PAPERS
To be held in Charlotte, North Carolina 1-5 November 2006
See http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1134
 

RESOURCES FOR SALE
Gifted Resources is a non-profit organisation and sale of resources is one of the ways we can remain financially viable We have received new stock recently - it feels like Christmas again!
See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/resforsale.html 
 
FROM HAWKER BROWNLOW EDUCATION
Alpha to Zulu – An A-Z of writing ideas for the middle years 32.95
Don’t teach! Let me learn! – Inquiry learning in life science 30.95
Effective provision for able and talented children 25.95
Enrichment activities for able and talented children 59.95
Explosive, engaging, enriching classroom strategies – Real learning in the middle years. 29.95
Parents and carers guide for able and talented children 19.95
Problem Based Learning for maths and science – Integrating inquiry and the Internet 69.95
Team challenges – 40 divergent thinking activities 29.95
Worksheets don’t grow dendrites- 20 instructional strategies that engage the brain 39.95
 
FROM READY-ED 
(Many have photo copy masters)
Atlas adventures 26.45
Creative challenges 22.80
Diary of a fit kid 17.95
Save the planet 29.95
Shopping centre study 23.95
Speak up – speech based activities to improve confidence and competence in public speaking 28.50
The thinking team – celebrate culture in Australia 27.95
The thinking team – local solutions for global pollutions 27.95
 
FROM NEW BEGINNINGS
Learn German in your car Activity Pack 
Les courses a faire – French language shopping game
Kidzup Naptime with Mozart CD
Professor Toto Watch & Learn Spanish book and DVD
 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES
Radio National - Ockham's Razor

Anniversary of the Intelligence Test

http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/ockham/stories/s1560768.htm
 

New book Mellow out by Michael Piechowski
http://www.mellowout.us/welcome.html
 

QAGTC Forum Board
http://disc.server.com/Indices/155517.html
 

National Library of Virtual Manipulatives
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/index.html
 

Blue Moon Creative mind tools
http://www.bluemooncreative.com.au/mindtools.html
 

1.5 Million Butterflies Project
http://www.hmh.org/minisite/butterfly/index.html
(So far 150,000 butterflies have been received.
Gifted Resources participated in this project in 2003)
National Association for Gifted Children
http://www.nagc.org/default.aspx
 

Articles by Rosie Williams 

'Homeschooling: An Overview', originally published in 'Gifted' 
journal of the NSW Association for Gifted & Talented Children;
http://rosiereal.blogspot.com/2006/02/homeschooling-overview.html
'What kind of Parent/Teacher Accelerates', originally published in the 
newsletter of the Tas. Association of Gifted & Talented Children
http://rosiereal.blogspot.com/2006/02/what-kind-of-parent-teacher.html
'Homeschooling and the Democratic Deficit', originally published in 
Education Choices Magazine.
http://rosiereal.blogspot.com/2006/02/homeschooling-and-democratic-deficit.html
Academic research on home education outcomes:
http://rosiereal.blogspot.com/2006/02/homeschooling-research.html
Gifted Homeschoolers Forum
http://www.giftedhomeschoolers.org/
 

No child left behind: The Football Version 

http://www.waldsfe.org/Humor/nclb.htm

 HYPERLINK "https://portal.luther.vic.edu.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.janebluestein.com/articles/football.html" \t "_blank" 
 

Illuminations maths activities
http://illuminations.nctm.org/ActivitySearch.aspx
 

Hoagies Internet investigations
www.hoagiesgifted.org/investigations.htm
 
DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.
 
Kind regards,  Jo Freitag
Gifted Resources 
Office
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner
Luther College 
Plymouth Rd
Croydon Vic 3136
Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396
A/H     (03) 9724 2008
 
Postal address
1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North                                                      
Victoria 3136 
Phone 9727 4662
Mobile 0416 739 233
Website www.giftedresources.org 
Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au
Newsletter e-mail gifres@virtual.net.au 
E-mail: jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au
