GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2006 
Welcome to the Gifted Resources Email Newsletter
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please email gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Subscribe newsletter 

If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter please inform us and we will take you off the list (see contact details below) Email: gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Unsubscribe newsletter
Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category. If you would prefer to receive a plain text version of the newsletter with no graphics or photos please let us know and it can be arranged Email:gifres@virtual.net.au Use the subject heading Plain text newsletter 

It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 

You can also read this newsletter online and previous issues from January 2005 No 1 can be read at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS 

Welcome to the first Gifted Resources Email Newsletter for 2006 

Hope you all had a happy and refreshing holiday. 

Gifted Resources is an Information Service for parents and teachers of gifted students no matter what educational system or setting they are in. 

See What is Gifted Resources? http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/grislike1.html 

HOLIDAY TIMES 

Gifted Resources will open again on 16 January 2006. 

The opening times are 11.00am - 4.00pm unless an appiontment has been made for another time. 

See contact details below to make an appointment 

This will be an excellent opportunity for teachers and homeschoolers to plan their programs and purchase or borrow resources 

Hawker Brownlow Education have sent a shipment of excellent books and some new Zome will be arriving soon also. 

BUSY HOLIDAYS 

Apart from all the festivities - family dinners and BBQs which have been great fun, I have been kept busy with a few projects during the holiday break. These include writing a Church School program for the first half of the year and helping with the Community and Website creation for Starjump's Visual Spatial Learners Intensive workshop at St Andrews Anglican College Queensland. Also I have been very concerned in regards to the possible implications for homeschoolers in the proposed revision to the Education Act (See below) 

EASIER TO REMEMBER 

Friends have given Gifted Resources a great 'geek gift' for a New Year present. It is an easy to remember domain name for our website. Now if you type in giftedresources.org you will be forwarded directly to our website at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html 

AN AUTOMATED NEWSLETTER? 

This may be the last Gifted Resources Newsletter in this format. 

mc2 is changing and updating their facilities and I am hoping they will make sending out the newsletter much easier. If not, I will investigate other ways of streamlining the process. 

A PRODUCTIVE 2005 

A Report on Gifted Resources Activities for 2005 can be found on our website at 

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au//home/gifres/shared_files/GIFTED_RESOURCES_ACTIVITY_REPORT_2005_Gen.doc 
How to get maximum benefit from Gifted Resources services 

1. Work through our website http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html and follow the links 

2. Ensure that you notify us of any change in your contact details (specially email address) so that you continue to receive the newsletter. 

3. Join the library see http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/grlibrary.html 

4. Use the website to locate services http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/services.html 

5. You can read back copies of the 2005 newsletter at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives.html 

6. Use the links at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/newsandsites.html 

7. Contact Gifted Resources by email, mail or phone or by submitting via the website. 

Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars:

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic.at 10.30 am on 7 Wed 4 January 2006 

Tuesday 24 Jan Chat Evening at Andrea's home RSVP Andrea on 9893 1894 

BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS 
Primary Minds Meet in the Park 

Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm 

Contact Julie 9585 2680 

Playgroup
Mondays 9:30 - 11:30 am
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668. 

Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325 

Carolyn Priest Assistant Co-ordinator (Publicity) (03) 9576 5137 

www.byams.org 

FROM TINA McCARTHY 

POSSIBLE NEW GROUP FOR WESTERN SUBURBS 

WANTED: Inner city and western suburbs gifted kids and families!
I am the mother of a gifted visual spatial 7 year old and have for some time 
recognised the need for a support group for gifted kids, visual spatial kids 
etc and their families in the inner city and western suburbs of Melbourne. 
If you too feel this way, then please contact me on the email or mobile 
below. I am interested in finding others who would like to start a group - 
the group may take the shape of more formal sessions with "experts" we 
invite in, or maybe it is just a group where we as parents can discuss the 
trials and celebrations of parenting the gifted, and even better, our kids 
may find some "like-minded" friends who actually live close by! We won't 
know until we have a group of interested people and find out what we all 
want and need.
Tina McCarthy - email: Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. or mobile: 0412 993 650 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST- ESSENDON AREA AND SURROUNDS: 

As the mother of 2 highly able young children, I am interested in setting up an informal pre-school playgroup to serve the children-and parents-of the inner north-west region, in the vein of those in existence in other regions. Is there anybody out there? 

Please register your interest with Carolyn on Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., or call 93790304.

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 
Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Secretary; Angela Shlansky 

Ph 03) 55629956 

ashlansk@bigpond.net.au 
GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 
A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria 

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website. 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc 

Contact 

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162 

Phone 0402 056 140 

Email info@vagtc.asn.au 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO EDUCATION ACT 

The government released a white paper on 15th September which can be read in its entirety at www.det.vic.gov.au. From that page, select Review of Education and Training Legislation White Paper. 

Possible Implications of changes to Education Act for Home Schoolers 

The exposure draft can be downloaded at: 

http://www.det.vic.gov.au/det/resources/papers.htm#H2N400042 

The sections relevant to home education are as follows: 

CHAPTER 1 GENERAL 

PART 1.1 PRELIMINARY 

1.1.1 Purpose 

(1) The main purpose of this Act is to reform the law relating to education and training in Victoria by providing for a high standard of education and training for all Victorians. 

(2) In particular this Act makes provision for or with respect to... 

(c) the establishment and regulation of Government schools and the regulation of non-Government schools and home schooling;... 

***** 

"school" means a place at or from which education is provided to children of school age during normal school hours, but does not include - 

(a) a place at which registered home schooling takes place; 

***** 

CHAPTER 2 SCHOOL EDUCATION 

PART 2.1 COMPULSORY EDUCATION 

Division 1 Attendance at School 

2.1.1 Attendance at school 

It is the duty of the parent of a child of school age - 

(a) to enrol the child at a registered school and to ensure the child attends the school at all times when the school is open for the child's
instruction; or 

(b) to register the child for home schooling in accordance with the regulations and to ensure that the child receives instruction in accordance with the registration. 

***** 

PART 4.2 VICTORIAN REGISTRATION AND QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY 

4.2.2 Functions of Authority 

(1) The functions of the Authority are to -... 

(b) register students for home schooling;... 

(i) exercise the powers of the Authority to ensure that minimum standards are maintained - 

(i) by registered schools and by providers of accredited, higher education and specified courses; and 

(ii) in home schooling; 

***** 

Division 2 Registration of students for home schooling 

4.3.9 Authority to register students for home schooling 

The Authority may - 

(a) register a student for home schooling in accordance with the regulations; and 

(b) cancel the registration of a student for home schooling if - 

(i) the parents of the student or the student refuse permission to authorised officers of the Authority to review the educational program, material or other records used for or related to the home schooling of the student to determine whether the requirements of the registration or the regulations relating to home schooling are being complied with; or 

(ii) the parents or the student fail to comply with the requirements of the registration or any regulations relating to home schooling. 

***** 

PART 5.8 ENFORCEMENT 

5.8.5 Authority to provide information to school attendance officers 

The Authority must, on the request of a school attendance officer, provide the officer with any information relating to the registration of students for home schooling that the officer may reasonably require for carrying out the officer's functions and powers under Part 2.1. 

This means that homeschoolers will be required to register under as yet undisclosed regulations which could allow for any level of regulation. 

Although reassurances have been given that regulation would be a "light handed approach" the power granted to the statutory authority is not limited by the legislation. 

The current law requires that homeschoolers provide "regular and efficient instruction" and this is adequate legislation 

It has been advised by the Department of Education that official comments on the exposure draft can be directed to the following email address Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. . 

The closing date for comments is 22rd January. 

The entire so-called exposure period allowed for public comment has been during the summer holidays with many parents unaware of the fact that the draft is available for public comment.The exposure draft was released as school closed and the closing date for comments is 22nd January. In addition, for those who do wish to comment, many are finding that their local representative’s office is currently closed. 

The Home Education Network in Victoria have been monitoring this and their 
recommendations can be found at 
http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/About/proposedchanges.htm 

Article in The Age 

http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/parents-rail-at-new-state-regulations/2005/12/21/1135032080219.html 

and Herald Sun http://www.heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,17635824%255E2862,00.html’ 

ONLINE OPINION FORUM 
http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/

HYPERLINK "/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/thread.asp?article=3977"
/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/thread.asp?article=3977 

To become a member Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Article by Susan Wight 'Home education can help prevent bullying' Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Debate on the article http://forum.onlineopinion.com.au/thread.asp?article=3977 

Official comments on the exposure draft can be directed to the following email address Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. . 

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE 
GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES 

The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 
For more information see Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

AAEGT CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS 

The Conference organising committee would like to invite interested professionals in the Gifted Education area to submit abstracts for interactive workshops (80 minutes), seminars/papers (40 minutes), round table discussions (40 minutes) and poster presentations. Due date 18 March 2006. Details can be found on Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

HAWKER BROWNLOW EDUCATION 

Robin Fogarty Online Courses. 
http://hbe.optin.com.au/a?17e14837-400835.020.003 

Dimensions of Learning Conference 

9-11 May 2006 

http://www.hbe.com.au/Dimensions/Dimensions_conference_06.html 

Carolyn Coil Workshops 2006 

For details of Carolyn Coil workshops 
email marketassist@hbe.com.au 
PG RETREAT 2006, DENVER COLORADO
WHERE: After much research, investigation and discussion, the steering
committee has decided our best available option for the upcoming summer
is to return to the Hyatt Tech Center in Denver. 
WHEN: PG Retreat 2006 will be held from the evening of Friday, June
30th through the evening of Monday, July 3rd. There may be optional,
informal on or offsite events during the day on Friday, June 30th
and/or during the day on Tuesday, July 4th (before/after the gathering
officially begins/ends).
ROOM RESERVATIONS: We will let you know as soon as possible what the
retreat room rates will be and when the hotel is prepared to begin
taking reservations. For those who would like to remain in Denver
through the holiday, the hotel has agreed to extend our discounted room
rates through Wednesday, July 5th.
2007+ PLANNING: There will be time scheduled during the official PG
Retreat 2006 gathering to solicit input on planning future PG Retreat
events. We welcome your input and information regarding possible
alternative locations as well as the possibility of modifying other
aspects of the event at that time. More information on this meeting is
forthcoming.
We will let you know more specific details once such information becomes available.
NEW YORKER ARTICLE 

The latest issue of the New Yorker (January 16th) deals in great depth with the death of Brandenn Bremmer. A preview can be read at http://www.newyorker.com/press 
SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

Geeks in Toyland - Lego Mindstorms' next kit 

http://www.wirednews.com/news/culture/0,69946-0.html?sssdmh=dm4.162581&tw=wn_tophead_1 

George Parkyn Centre for Gifted Education New Zealand 

www.georgeparkyncentre.org 

Edge 

Annual question - 2006 

What is your dangerous idea? 

http://www.edge.org/ 

An Interview with Dr. Edward R. Amend: About the Emotional Needs of Gifted Kids
http://www.educationnews.org/An_Interview_with_Dr_Edward_R_Amend.htm 

Depressive disorder in highly gifted adolescents 

http://www.gt-cybersource.org/Record.aspx?NavID=2_0&rid=13872 

Dr Simon Crisp - Neo Psychology - Wilderness Adventure Therapy 

http://www.neopsychology.com.au/ 

Face Value - Rosie Williams' blogspot 

http://rosiereal.blogspot.com/ 

Calvin College - The January series 

http://www.calvin.edu/january/ 

Online Opinion 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/ 

Home education can help prevent bullying 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=3977 

Brain Research Institute 

http://www.brain.org.au/ 

Catholic Education Office 

Archdiocese of Melbourne 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

The Vision Learning Center, Texas 

http://www.visionlearningcenter.com/ 

DISCLAIMER 

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 

Kind regards, Jo Freitag 

Gifted Resources 
Office 

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College 
Plymouth Rd 

Croydon Vic 3136 

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396 

A/H (03) 9724 2008 

Postal address 

1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North 
Victoria 3136 
Phone 9727 4662 

Mobile 0416 739 233 

Website http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html 

Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au
Newsletter e-mail gifres@virtual.net.au 
E-mail: jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au
