GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2006 
Welcome to the new format Gifted Resources Email Newsletter. You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), or change your subscription options, from this address. 

Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to add Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. to the always acceptable category. It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 

If you receive a notice that your email address has been unsubscribed from the Gifted Resources Newsletter due to bouncing, please see http://www.webopedia.com/DidYouKnow/Internet/2002/BouncedEmail.asp 

Our system currently allows an email address to experience one hard-bounce, or two soft-bounces within a period of 21 days. If this limit is exceeded, your address is automatically removed from the mailing list. 

You can also read this newsletter online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email contributions@giftedresources.org or gifres@virtual.net.au 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS 

Gifted Resources is an non-profit Information Service for parents and teachers of gifted students no matter what educational system or setting they are in. 

See the recently updated What is Gifted Resources? http://www.giftedresources.org/web/about.html 

The Gifted Resources Newsletter - Term 3 Extension and Holiday Programs Newsletter is being prepared and will be sent out soon 

Like Christmas again 

Boxes, packets and bundles of information are arriving for inclusion in the next edition of the Gifted Resources Information Pack. If you would like your information included please send it to the postal address. 

OUR NEW WEBSITE - www.giftedresources.org 
Gifted Resources now has a Blog! This means I can write editorial, opinion and personal comments and you can add your comments also. 

See http://www.giftedresources.org/web/blog.html 

Betty Skantzos who has returned to the DET to care for the SEALP Program schools sent material to update the SEALP Schools page 

See http://www.giftedresources.org/web/services.html 

GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS 

http://www.giftedresources.org/web/events.htmlhttps://portal.luther.vic.edu.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.giftedresources.org/web/events.html/t_blank 

GIFTEDNESS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD SEMINAR 

For some reflections on the Seminar see The Blog. 

http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events2.html
GUEST SPEAKERS
Janette Phelan Choosing the right school for your gifted child
Jo Freitag Choosing to home educate your gifted child 


Friday 28 July 2006 7.30 pm 

JANETTE PHELAN is a psychologist and senior teacher with a wide range of experience in the field of caring for gifted students. 
Over the past 27 years Janette has worked as a classroom teacher and a specialist in gifted and learning needs within State, Independent and Catholic schools. Has has worked in co-ed, boys' and girls' schools at both secondary and primary levels. 
She has run the Department of Individual Differences at Sacre Coeur and the Da Vinci Program for Gifted Students at Ivanhoe Grammar School. She was responsible for setting up the Lilydale High School Accelerated Learning Program. 
Janette has three children and has contributed to a number of Church and Voluntary Organizations working with adult groups and children. 
Currently Janette is the Learning Needs Co-ordinator at Luther College. 

JO FREITAG 
Jo Freitag, the co-ordinator of Gifted Resources, is the mother of four gifted children. She is a committee member of Maroondah Gifted Children's Parents' Assoc. Inc., and has worked in public and school libraries. 
Jo has home-educated two of her children at secondary level and written programs for Sunday Schools. She develops the Gifted Resources Film Discussion series and produces the Gifted Resources newsletter. 

Venue: Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
A light supper will be served. 
Booking essential Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 
email giftedresources@virtual.net.au 

PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on Wednesday 7 June, 5 July, 2 August 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK (Formerly BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS) 

The name change for the 'Bayside Young Active Minds' group is currently in progress. 'Gifted Support Network' better describes the role the group undertakes. It is planned that the group will be incorporated in term 2 this year. At present the focus for the group has been Bayside, Kingston and Glen Eira council areas but the plan is to expand this as people often travel from as far as the Mornington Peninsula and West Gippsland to attend information evenings. 

Primary Minds Meet in the Park 

Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm 

Contact Julie 9585 2680 

Playgroup
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668. 

Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325 

Carolyn Priest Assistant Co-ordinator (Publicity) (03) 9576 5137 

www.byams.org 

ACTIVE MINDS (was S.W.A.M.) WARRNAMBOOL 
have now changed their name (subject to approval by the incorporated body) from Warrnambool Area Parent Support Group of Students with Active Minds to Active Minds (SWAM). A motion was passed at our May meeting after voting frommembers. 

In future the group will be known as Active Minds.President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624 

Public Relations Lucy Forster 03 55620420 glforster@aapt.net.au 

Monthly meetings 2006 - Macey's Bistro 7.30pm 

June 14, July 19, August 16 September 13 October 18, November 15 Dinner and AGM 

August 12-13 G.E.M.M. Weekend at Brauer College 

Saturday 12 August 2006 10.00 am - 5.00 pm 

GERRIC program 

The workshops will contain information on definitions of giftedness and talent; characteristics of gifted children to assist in identification; strategies for preventing underachievement in gifted children; the impact of having a gifted child on family dynamics; some ways in which schools can respond to high ability; and parent advocacy. 

It is essential that you register if you are wanting to go as only those registered will be able to attend. Morning and Afternoon tea will be provided. 

For further details contact Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Sunday 13 August 

Children's workshops, Gifted Expo and Film Discussion on 'Top Kid" with Jo Freitag 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria 

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website. 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc 

Contact 

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162 

Phone 0402 056 140 

Email info@vagtc.asn.au 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html 

DSNSG Defence Special Needs Support Group 
A support group for Australian Defence Families who have gifted children or need to know more about giftedness, as they transition through the education systems in different states. 

Sarah Tuckerman dsnsggat@optusnet.com.au
Gifted & Talented Coordinator
Defence Special Needs Support Group
Phone contact 1800 037 674
www.dsnsg.org.au
NEW EDUCATION LEGISLATION AND HOME EDUCATION 

The education department have posted a set of frequently asked questions on their website with regards to the new legislation and home education. You can read them here Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Essentially, the Bill has passed through both Houses and will inevitably become law. A day for the new Act to take effect has not yet been announced but it seems logical for that to be with the start of the next school year. However there is provision for parts of the Act to take effect earlier. In the meantime, the old Education Act and Community Services Act still apply and the legal position for home educators has not changed. 

See also http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/category/proposed-changes-to-legislation/ 

STARJUMP FOR VISUAL SPATIAL LEARNERS 

Private sessions for students of all ages & parents beginning Term 2 – Thursdays at 

Luther College Centre for the Exceptional Learner. 

For more information contact Charlotte Forwood on 97242000 

INFORMATION NIGHT AT GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Finding the Visual Spatial Learner 

Where: Good Shepherd Lutheran Primary School 

Plymouth Rd Croydon 

When: 7:30pm Thursday 13th July 06 

Cost: $10 per person 

Please phone 95968288 to reserve a place. 

STARJUMP VSL CLUBS and STARJUMP GROUPS FOR VSL ADULTS 

These are being planned and full details can be obtained by contacting 

Maxine Cowie 

maxine@starjump.com.au 

2/283 Bay Street Brighton. Vic 3186 

Phone 95968288 

http://www.starjump.com.au/ 

G.A.T.E.WAYS ‘OUT on the TOWN’ series of workshops 

for gifted and talented Year 7 and 8 students. The program will offer a limited range of enjoyable and challenging workshops in a number of different areas. These workshops will provide opportunities for challenge beyond the regular classroom. Students will also enjoy working with ‘like-minded’ peers. 

‘OUT on the TOWN’ will be hosted by CITY CITE, top floor, 55 Swanston Street, Melbourne, on Tuesday June 20th, Wednesday June 21st and Thursday June 22nd, 2006, between 9.00 am and 3.30 pm using the classrooms at City Cite as a base, but the city itself as a resource.

To book a place in any or all days, students or their parents/teachers should ring G.A.T.E.WAYS ON 9894 2116. 

It is important to note that places in each of the workshops will be limited so students should register early to avoid disappointment

See http://www.gateways.edu.au/
Kingswood College Extension and Enrichment classes - After School 

355 Station Street 

Box Hill. 3128 

(enter via Piedmont Street) 

Where: Kingswood College Junior School Campus 

Who: Children in Years 3 to 6 who are interested 

When: 4:00 - 5:30pm 

Science: Wednesday May 17th; 24th 31st and June 7th 

Chess: Tuesday May 16th; 23rd; 30th and June 6th. 

For registration email james.j@kingswoodcollege.vic.edu.net 

ALEP BENDIGO 

The Able Learners Enrichment Program 2006 

La Trobe University Bendigo 

Wednesday 21st June and Thursday 22nd June 2006 

www.latrobe.edu.au/giftedchildren 

This Program is presented by the School of Education, La Trobe University Bendigo with funding from the Telstra Community Development Fund and the Bendigo Gifted Education Teachers Network. 

You are invited to nominate your child/ren for inclusion in this program for gifted students. If you have any queries about any of the sessions, please contact the Program Coordinator. All workshops on Wednesday will run from 10am to 12.30pm with a short break for morning tea. The program on Thursday will run from 10am to 3pm. 

Please note that class sizes are limited and so applications will be on a first-come first-served basis, although special consideration will be given to those who might especially benefit from this Program. 

Students will need to bring their own morning tea and lunch. Both J & L Catering and Sweeneys will be open during the day to enable you to purchase food. 

On Wednesday morning, there will be a free seminar for parents by Anne-Marie Morrissey, a lecturer in the Early Learning, Development and Inclusion Cluster within the Faculty of Education at the University of Melbourne. Her research investigated relationships between early pretence, mother-child interactions, and later IQ. The results of analysis found IQ-related differences in children's play development and in mothers' play modeling and verbal scaffolding. 

The charge for Wednesday’s program is $20 per student and for Thursday’s, $50 per student. 

Applications close on Friday 2nd June, and the successful students will be notified by mail at their home address. 

Pam Lyons, Dr. Michael Faulkner 

Coordinator, Able Learners Enrichment Program, Lecturer, School of Education,
La Trobe University, Bendigo La Trobe University, Bendigo 

Ph. (w) 5444 7441 (m) 0421 643 478 (h) 5475 2906 Ph. (w) 5444 7331 

Email p.lyons@latrobe.edu.au 

or m.faulkner@latrobe.edu.au 

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/giftedchildren/ 

Able Learners Enrichment Program Workshops Thursday 22nd June 

Workshops for students aged 11 years to 13 years 

As well as their intellectual needs gifted students also have emotional and spiritual depths that are different to their age peers. As a new aspect of our program I have asked Maria Forde to run a workshop to allow the students to have an experience that is different to the academic program. Maria has traveled extensively throughout Australia with her program, sharing her music whilst inviting participants to explore their ‘story’, to listen to their ‘inner spirit’ and to become ‘present’ to the moment. 

The "Inner Moment Program" allows a student: 

To explore their story 

To listen to their inner spirit 

To experience the power of being in the ‘moment’ 

To be inspired 

See http://www.mariaforde.com/

HYPERLINK "http://www.mariaforde.com/"
http://www.mariaforde.com/ 

This workshop will run from 10am to 3pm for students aged 11 to 13 yrs, and places are limited. Cost per student for this workshop: $50 
TASMANIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE GIFTED INC. 

4th Biennial State Conference of the TAG 

Doorways to Achievement 

A Conference for Teachers & Parents 

30 June - 1 July 2006 

Campbell St Primary School Campbell St Hobart Tasmania 

TAG invites you to explore the doorways through which lies support for highly able and gifted students 

Keynote speaker : Dr Diana Whitton 

Dr Diana Whitton is a senior lecturer in education and head of primary program at University of Western Sydney. She has taught in primary schools in New South Wales and UK. She has completed research into creativity, curriculum planning and gifted education and presented her work at local, state, national and international conferences. Her particular interest is sharing knowledge and skills with classroom practitioners and does so in an interesting and motivating way. 

Dr Whitton has worked collaboratively with many schools in planning and implementing professional development programs in gifted education as well as coordinating workshops for gifted children. Her workshops are interactive and encourage teachers and parents to consider the many relevant issues relating to teaching gifted children.

Hosted by Campbell Primary School, the conference is an initiative of the Tasmanian Association for the Gifted Inc. TAG is a non-profit, parent based organisation dedicated to promoting awareness of the needs of gifted children, and is affiliated to the Australian Association for the Education of Gifted and Talented (AAEGT).

For full details contact

Contact Tasmanian Assoc for the Gifted Inc

GPO Box 1942 Hobart Tas 7001

Phone/ Fax (03) 6227 9746

Email tasgifted@tassie.net.au 

http://www.tasgifted.org.au/
Making Friends, Social Skills and Parenting Workshops 

Making Friends ( 9 – 12 year olds – Girls only) – “The Rainbow Connection”
Making Friends (5 – 8 year olds – Girls only) – “Daisy Chains” 

These programs focus on helping girls mix more easily with their
peers, looking at issues such as approaching others in a positive manner,
joining in without trying to change the rules, looking positive, taking an
interest in others, and compromising. Girls really enjoy the opportunity to
talk to others about similar experiences and through the group setting,
benefit from the understanding, support and encouragement of others in the
group. 

Social Skills (5 – 7 year olds) – “How to Make a Robot” 
Social Skills (8 – 10 year olds) – “Mission to Mars” 

These programs are designed for children who experience
difficulties mixing, communicating and interacting with others. Very often
children seem to miss the social cues and need to learn and rehearse these
skills like an academic exercise. Focusing on Robots and Missions to Mars,
the children have fun learning these skills and relating them to a novel
situation. 

These programs will be running during Term 3 For full details see www.psychologyandchildren.com.au 

DIscipline with Dignity Parenting Workshop 

DATE: Wednesday, 20th September 2006 

TIME: 7.00 – 9.00pm 

VENUE: Melbourne University – Hawthorn Campus (Auburn Road) 

COST: $20.00 

“Discipline with Dignity” looks at the roles we have as parents and how we can help guide and shape our children in a positive manner. Issues discussed include: expectations &
consequences, praise& rewards, involving children in decision making, developmental and cognitive issues, and self-esteem. 

Alison Brown 
Psychologist 
33 Frater Street, Kew East 3102 
Phone / Fax: (03) 9819 7600 
Mobile: 0408 177982 
Email: Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 
www.psychologyandchildren.com.au 

THE NEXT ONLINE CONFERENCE
Title: Gifted Visual Spatial Learners with Helen Dudeney
Date: June 12 -14, 2006

Short description:
Underachievement in gifted children is known to be a major problem. 
While there are many factors that could lead to this, one that has 
been gaining greater understanding and attention recently is the 
occurrence of children who are both gifted and also have a learning 
disability. Until recently there was little real understanding or 
acceptance of the possibility that a child could be academically 
gifted and yet not be performing at school due to some developmental 
difference that was getting in the way of their success. This 
conference will explore the characteristics and needs of gifted 
visual spatial learners.
Bio: 
Helen Dudeney is a private consultant who has been actively involved 
in working with gifted children, their parents and teachers for the 
past 16years. During this time she has run programs for 3 –15 year 
old children and their families and conducted seminars, workshops 
and in service training for parents and teachers about giftedness. 
Her consultancy, Australian Gifted Support Centre specialises not 
only in gifted children, but also those who are visual spatial 
learners. She has completed the Certificate of
Gifted Education and Master of Adult Education and is currently 
undertaking doctoral research in the area of Gifted Visual Spatial 
learners. For the past 16 years she has been a member of the NSW 
Association for Gifted and Talented Children Committee and held the 
position of President for 8 years. 

Website http://www.neiu.edu/~ourgift 

Email OGTOC@yahoogroups.com 

To subscribe OGTOC-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

QAGTC Children's Conference for Students in Grades 1-10 

Robertson State School Brisbane 

4-5 July 2006
http://www.qagtc.org.au/cc2006/ 

For further information
Email: west@qagtc.org.au
Website: www.qagtc.org.au/cc2006/
Telephone: (07) 3352 4288 Fax: (07) 3352 4388 
AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES 

The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 

For more information see http://www.gifted2006.org.au 

TRAVEL TO AAEGT CONFERENCE 

Pat Slattery of Wise Ones is organizing a group booking for travel to Fremantle which should reduce the cost. If you are interested in taking advantage of this, contact Pat by phone on 9794 8258 or email patwise@tpg.com.au 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

Home education 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=3369 

All About Spelling 

http://www.all-about-spelling.com/index.html 

The Twinkies Project 

http://www.twinkiesproject.com/ 

Eide's Neurolearning Blog 

http://www.eideneurolearningblog.blogspot.com/ 

85 ways to tie a necktie 

http://www.unc.edu/depts/cmse/math/ties.htm 

Free lectures about the Da Vinci Code from The Teaching Company 

http://www.teach12.com/ttc/DavinciCode.asp?ai=20878 

Akiane 

http://www.artakiane.com/akiane_life.htm 

Playgroup Victoria 

http://www.playgroup.org.au/ 

Kids in Mind media reviews 

http://www.kids-in-mind.com/ 

Commonsense media 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/index.php 

DISCLAIMER 

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services, products and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Website, Information Pack or Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 

Kind regards, Jo Freitag 

Gifted Resources 

Office 

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd 

Croydon Vic 3136 

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396 

Postal address 

1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North 
Victoria 3136 

Phone 9727 4662 

Website www.giftedresources.org 

Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au 
Newsletter e-mail gifres@virtual.net.au 

E-mail: jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au 
