GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2006 
 
Welcome to the new format Gifted Resources Email Newsletter
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information.  
 
You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please go to http://giftedresources.org/mailman/listinfo/newsletter_giftedresources.org and subscribe. 
If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter you can unsubscribe at this address also.
 

Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category.
It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 
 
You can also read this newsletter online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives4.html
and previous issues from January 2005 No 1  can be read at  http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives.html 
If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au
 
GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
Gifted Resources is an Information Service for parents and teachers of gifted students no matter what educational system or setting they are in.
See What is Gifted Resources? http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/grislike1.html
 

OUR WEBSITE
If you type in www.giftedresources.org you will be forwarded directly to our website at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html
It is now possible to subscribe to the email newsletter from the website at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/newsandsites.html
 

This week I have updated the Education sites lists to make them easier to use. Instead of one 28 page document it is now divided into subject lists
See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/educationsites.html
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/educationsites2.html
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/educationsites3.html
 

I am working on dividing up the Giftedness lists in a similar manner
The Events page has been updated to show coming Gifted Resources events http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events.html
 

GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS
Here are the events which will be run by Gifted Resources during the first half of 2006

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events.html
 

FILM DISCUSSION 
LITTLE MAN TATE with JO FREITAG as facilitator 
Friday 31 March 2006 7.30pm 
Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
Handout notes given and a light supper will be served. 
Booking essential. Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/films.html
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/tate.html

GUEST SPEAKER 
SALLY-ANNE McCORMACK 
Depression prevention for gifted students 

 

Sally-Anne McCormack is a registered psychologist, a teacher and a mother of four. She works as a psychologist in schools and has private practices in Blackburn and Burwood East. She has specific interests in the prevention and treatment of depression in children and adolescents, and the unique difficulties that gifted students face in their schooling and day-to-day lives, and dealing with parents and the issues they face raising their children Sally-Anne works as a psychologist in schools and has private practices in Blackburn and Burwood East. 

she serves as an active member of the Victorian Branch Executive Committee of the A.P.S. She is also a newly appointed committee member of the Victorian Association of Gifted & Talented Children (V.A.G.T.C.), and holds membership with the Division of Independent Professional Practice (D.I.P.P.) for psychologists, and the Victorian Institute of Teaching (V.I.T.). In addition to her professional associations, Sally-Anne holds a position on the Hartwell Players committee (Melbourne’s oldest performing community theatre company) which encourages the involvement of youth in theatre.

 

Friday 21 April 2006 7.30pm 
Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
A light supper will be served. 
Booking essential. Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 
See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events.html
http://www.sally-annemccormack.com.au/index.php
 

GIFTEDNESS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD SEMINAR
Saturday 27th May 2006
Gifted Resources will be conducting a full day seminar for parents and child care workers on the topic of Giftedness in Early Childhood  

 

Venue : The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Vic 3136.

 

Speakers will include

Psychologist, Judy Parker, 

Identification, Assessment and the protocol for early entry to school.

Psychologist, Lesley Sword

Social/Emotional Issues, Intensity and Sensitivity.

Anne Grant from The Melbourne University Early Learning Centre and Boorai Gallery  

Intellectual and artistic/creative stimulation.

Ann Johnson, Senior Nurse Educator from the O'Connell Family Centre  

Sleep problems in babies and young children : possible causes and strategies 

 

Cost : $150 

Full details and registration forms will be available soon

To register interest email giftedresources@virtual.net.au or phone 9724 2000 Ext 396 

 

You will have received a separate email about these events.
 

A Term 2 and Holiday Programs newsletter will also be sent soon.
 
OPENING TIMES
I am usually in the Gifted Resources office on weekdays from 11.00am - 4.00pm except when my work takes me to other places or unless an appointment has been made for another time. It is always wise to phone or email before coming. See contact details below.
 
 Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars:
 
MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on  Wednesday 1 March, 5 April, 3 May,7 June
 
BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS 
Primary Minds Meet in the Park
Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm
Contact Julie 9585 2680
Playgroup
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668.
Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325
Carolyn Priest Assistant Co-ordinator (Publicity) (03) 9576 5137
www.byams.org 
 
S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 
Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com
Secretary; Angela Shlansky
Ph 03) 55629956
ashlansk@bigpond.net.au  
 

March meeting is the 29th due to school holidays. 

 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 
A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria
For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website.
 
V.A.G.T.C. Inc
Contact
P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162
Phone  0402 056 140 
Email info@vagtc.asn.au 
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html
 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO EDUCATION ACT
The government released a white paper on 15th September which can be read in its entirety at www.det.vic.gov.au. From that page, select Review of Education and Training Legislation White Paper.
The exposure draft can be downloaded at: 
http://www.det.vic.gov.au/det/resources/papers.htm#H2N400042
 

PUBLIC FORUM  
MONDAY 6 MARCH 2006 2.00-3.30 pm

A public forum will be held by the Parliamentary Secretary for Education, Liz Beattie, MP, to discuss proposed changes to education and training legislation as they relate to home schooling. 

This consultation session is intended to provide an opportunity for home schooling families to discuss regulatory framework issues under the new legislation.

Venue: Main Theatre, Darebin Arts & Entertainment Centre

Cnr Bell St & St Georges Rd. Preston Vic 3072 Melways Reference 30 E1

For further information contact Julie Lovell on (03) 9637 3270
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Venue: Main Theatre, Darebin Arts & Entertainment Centre
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It is to be hoped that this will be a time of genuine, productive consultation and that homeschoolers' concerns will be properly heeded and addressed.
 

PARENT SEMINAR ON HOMESCHOOLING
A Parent Seminar on Homeschooling is planned for the afternoon of Saturday 25 March.
For full details watch the HEN website at http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/
During the following week experts and researchers will be briefing parliamentarians on homeschooling.
 

RESIGNATION OF VICTOR PERTON, SHADOW MINISTER FOR EDUCATION 
Victor Perton, the Shadow Minister for Education, has decided not to contest the 2006 election.

The reasons for his decision are personal ones. Victor wishes to spend more time with his young family and to return to work in the private sector and further study and research

He plans to contribute to the community through the volunteer sector with special emphasis on his long-term interests of human rights, democracy and development.

I have greatly appreciated Victor's commitment to excellence in Education and particularly his interest in and work on behalf of the Educationof Gifted Students. I also appreciate the fact that he made himself available for consultation, sometimes at very short notice, when the need arose.

I would like to thank Victor and wish him well for the future.

See The Age

http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/perton-quits-leaving-doyle-in-big-preelection-pickle/2006/02/21/1140284069888.html
and Victor Perton's website

http://www.victorperton.com/
 

NEW SHADOW MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
Martin Dixon has been appointed as the new Shadow Minister for Education following Victor Perton’s decision not to contest the 2006 State Election.
Mr Dixon, the Member for Nepean is currently a member of the Shadow Cabinet with the portfolios of Tourism and Community Services.  Mr Dixon holds a Diploma of Teaching and Bachelor of Education. After four years of teaching Mr Dixon became a principal at 24 years of age – the youngest principal in Australia and went on to lead three schools over 15 years. Before his election to the Victorian Parliament, Mr Dixon was Deputy Chairman of Primary Education at the Catholic Education Office.  Martin Dixon has been a member of three Joint Parliamentary Committees and was Secretary of the Parliamentary Liberal Party, Opposition Parliamentary Secretary for Education, Opposition Spokesman for Tertiary Education and Training, Opposition Spokesman on Tourism as well as Opposition Whip.
See http://www.martindixon.org/
 

MEDIA WATCH
The article about Gifted Children was in The Age Education Section today see 

http://www.theage.com.au/news/education-news/hidden-talents/2006/02/24/1140670263609.html
Overall it is a very good article

But I need to remedy a couple of inaccuracies as far as I was concerned
This was the section concerning me :

Jo Freitag, who runs Gifted Resources: the Centre for the Exceptional Learner, elected to home school the last two of her four children from their late-primary school years. Ms Freitag, who is also gifted, created the curriculum and included some distance education for her son, Christian, who had finished year 11 by the age of 12.

"The good thing about home schooling was you didn't have the bell ringing to say it's not English any more. If you were in the middle of writing something, you could keep going. Christian wrote a couple of novellas during that time."

Please note:

1.Gifted Resources is an Information Service which operates from an office at The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College, Plymouth Rd, Croydon

 

2. I started homeschooling at secondary level. Christian had just completed Primary School Year 3 but was already operating at Secondary School level. But he had not finished Year 11 by the age of 12. He was ready to commence Year 11 by the age of 12. However he did not do so.

I would like to remedy this mistatement as it is really important to me that I am recognised as being an honest person 
 

Watch The Age Education section (Victoria) on Monday for the next couple of weeks for articles on Homeschooling
Watch Melbourne's Child magazine in March or April for features on Homeschooling.
 

LATIN AT ALIA COLLEGE 
Alia College will be offering Latin Language Studies to both adults and youngsters who are not students at Alia.

Venue: Alia College 466 Barkers Rd Hawthorn East 3123 [Melways ref: 45 G9]
Separate sessions will be available for adults and school students.
To get full details of dates and times contact Bob Morgan on 9817 2066 or 0404 019 882.
or email : info@alia.vic.edu.au 
The Latin Language Course at Alia College has been particularly 
successful.Students have elected Latin more frequently than any other language at the
school.Website: www.alia.vic.edu.au 

 

QUEENSLAND ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN INC. 
15th STATECONFERENCE
I’m for Gifted!
Am I alone or is there a power of one?
 

Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 March 2006
Yeronga State High School Brisbane
 

featuring Prof. Karen Rogers
author of "Re-forming Gifted Education: Matching the Program to the Child"
Professor Karen B. Rogers is currently Director of Research for the Gifted Education Research & Resource Information Centre (GERRIC) at the University of New South Wales and is developing a research agenda for the centre: the 10 gifted services that provide the best effect for effort and provide an update of current research on best practices in gifted education.

Dr Paul Hutchins
Dr Paul Hutchins is Head of the Child Development Unit at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, Sydney, and Senior Paediatric Consultant at the Children’s Hospital Education Research Institute: how comprehensive collaborative supports can promote the success and talents of gifted students who also have subtle language disorders, ADHD and associated problems.

 

Special guest speaker, Dr John Munro, is Head of Studies in Exceptional Learning and Gifted Education, Dept. of Learning & Educational Development, Faculty of Education, The University of Melbourne: catering for gifted and talented mathematics students in classrooms, how to build in schools a professional learning capacity to meet the needs of gifted and talented students, and his research in gifted learning disabilities and its implications for classroom practice.

Invited speakers:Christine Ireland, Elwood College, Victoria (‘differentiation’ – creating an environment of achievement for underachievers in schools, creativity 
Dr Wilma Vialle, University of Wollongong (‘twice exceptional’ – gifted students with other notable characteristics affecting performance) 
Barry Bartley, Principal, South Grafton High NSW (‘self-selection’ – management strategies for primary and secondary education that easily accommodate gifted students)
 

For further information
Email: conference@qagtc.org.au
Website: www.qagtc.org.au/conf2006
Telephone: (07) 3352 4288 Fax: (07) 3352 4388

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE  
GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES
The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 
For more information see http://www.gifted2006.org.au/
 
AAEGT CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS
 The Conference organising committee would like to invite interested professionals in the Gifted Education area to submit abstracts for interactive workshops (80 minutes), seminars/papers (40 minutes), round table discussions (40 minutes) and poster presentations.  Due date 18 March 2006.  Details can be found on www.gifted2006.org.au
 

TRAVEL TO AAEGT CONFERENCE
Pat Slattery of Wise Ones is organizing a group booking for travel to Fremantle which should reduce the cost. If you are interested in taking advantage of this, contact Pat by phone on 9794 8258 or email patwise@tpg.com.au
 

 

DEPRESSION PREVENTION - LIFE STRATEGIES PROGRAM 
Psychologist Sally-Anne McCormack is running The Life Strategies Program to help prevent depression in children and adolescents in Blackburn. The course runs for six weeks on Saturday mornings and costs $260 
See http://www.sally-annemccormack.com.au/ 
Phone:  (03) 9893 3229
Email sally-anne@optusnet.com.au 
 

NAGC CONVENTION 2006 CALL FOR PAPERS
To be held in Charlotte, North Carolina 1-5 November 2006
See http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1134
 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES
 

Winter Olympics Coloring Pages 
http://www.freekidscoloring.com/sports/winter_olympics/
 

Language champs

http://www.languagechamps.com.au/
 

Archaeology
Orkney

http://www.charles-tait.co.uk/library/archaeology/orkarchl.html 

Virtual reconstruction of Rome

http://www.capitolium.org/eng/virtuale/virtuale.htm 

Chester Amphitheatre Project webcam

http://www.chester.gov.uk/amphitheatre/webcam.htm 
Archaeoblog : weblog of Archaeology in Britain

http://www.britarch.ac.uk/archaeoblog/2003_03_30_archive.html 
The Bible and Interpretation : Archaeological Excavations

http://www.bibleinterp.com/excavations/ae2.htm 

Humbul Humanities Hub

http://www.humbul.ac.uk 

NiceNet
http://www.nicenet.org/
 

Resources for CAPD in Australia
http://www.adam.com.au/demenace/central_auditory_processing_2.html
 

Dr Moshe Perl

http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2003/s915558.htm
http://aca.ninemsn.com.au/stories/1116.asp
 

 

DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.
 
Kind regards,  Jo Freitag
Gifted Resources 
Office
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner
Luther College 
Plymouth Rd
Croydon Vic 3136
Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396
A/H     (03) 9724 2008
 
Postal address
1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North                                                      
Victoria 3136 
Phone 9727 4662
Mobile 0416 739 233
Website www.giftedresources.org 
Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au
Newsletter e-mail gifres@virtual.net.au 
E-mail: jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au
