GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2006 No 2 
Welcome to the new format Gifted Resources Email Newsletter.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please go to http://giftedresources.org/mailman/listinfo/newsletter_giftedresources.org and subscribe. 

If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter you can unsubscribe at this address also.

Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category?

It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 

You can also read this newsletter online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives4.html
and previous issues from January 2005 No 1 can be read at Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au
The mailing list currently allows an email address to have one hard-bounce (means the email address doesn't exist), or two soft-bounces (see URL) within a period of 21 days. After that, their bounce information is discarded. 

Information about bouncing can be found at
http://www.webopedia.com/DidYouKnow/Internet/2002/BouncedEmail.asp 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
Gifted Resources is an non-profit Information Service for parents and teachers of gifted students no matter what educational system or setting they are in.

See What is Gifted Resources? Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
OUR WEBSITE
If you type in www.giftedresources.org you will be forwarded directly to our website at Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
It is now possible to subscribe to the email newsletter from the website at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/newsandsites.html
I have updated the Education sites lists to make them easier to use. Instead of one 28 page document it is now divided into subject lists

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/educationsites.html
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/educationsites2.html
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/educationsites3.html
I am working on dividing up the Giftedness lists in a similar manner

The Events page has been updated to show coming Gifted Resources events http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events.html
I am also in the process of reorganizing the Services for the Gifted page, adding a Psychologists and Education Consultants section, an E-mail Newsletter section and making adjustments to the Extension and Holiday Programs section

GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS
Here are the events which will be run by Gifted Resources during the first half of 2006

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events.html
FILM DISCUSSION 
LITTLE MAN TATE with JO FREITAG as facilitator 
Friday 31 March 2006 7.30pm 
Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
Handout notes given and a light supper will be served. 
Booking essential. Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/films.html
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/tate.html

GUEST SPEAKER 
SALLY-ANNE McCORMACK 
Depression prevention for gifted students 

Sally-Anne McCormack is a registered psychologist, a teacher and a mother of four. She works as a psychologist in schools and has private practices in Blackburn and Burwood East. She has specific interests in the prevention and treatment of depression in children and adolescents, and the unique difficulties that gifted students face in their schooling and day-to-day lives, and dealing with parents and the issues they face raising their children Sally-Anne works as a psychologist in schools and has private practices in Blackburn and Burwood East. 

she serves as an active member of the Victorian Branch Executive Committee of the A.P.S. She is also a newly appointed committee member of the Victorian Association of Gifted & Talented Children (V.A.G.T.C.), and holds membership with the Division of Independent Professional Practice (D.I.P.P.) for psychologists, and the Victorian Institute of Teaching (V.I.T.). In addition to her professional associations, Sally-Anne holds a position on the Hartwell Players committee (Melbourne’s oldest performing community theatre company) which encourages the involvement of youth in theatre.

Friday 21 April 2006 7.30pm 
Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
A light supper will be served. 
Booking essential. Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 
See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events.html
http://www.sally-annemccormack.com.au/index.php
GIFTEDNESS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD SEMINAR
Saturday 27th May 2006
Gifted Resources will be conducting a full day seminar for parents and child care workers on the topic of Giftedness in Early Childhood 

Venue : The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Vic 3136.

Speakers will include

Psychologist, Judy Parker, 

Identification, Assessment and the protocol for early entry to school.

Psychologist, Lesley Sword

Social/Emotional Issues, Intensity and Sensitivity.

Anne Grant from The Melbourne University Early Learning Centre and Boorai Gallery 

Intellectual and artistic/creative stimulation.

Ann Johnson, Senior Nurse Educator from the O'Connell Family Centre 

Sleep problems in babies and young children: possible causes and strategies 

Cost : $150 

Full details and registration forms will be available soon

To register interest email giftedresources@virtual.net.au or phone 9724 2000 Ext 396 

OPENING TIMES
I am usually in the Gifted Resources office on weekdays from 11.00am - 4.00pm except when my work takes me to other places or unless an appointment has been made for another time. It is always wise to phone or email before coming. See contact details below.

Here are some events and programmes for you to mark in your calendars:
MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on Wednesday 5 April, 3 May,7 June

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK (Formerly BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS) 
The name change for the 'Bayside Young Active Minds' group is currently in progress. 'Gifted Support Network' better describes the role the group undertakes. It is planned that the group will be incorporated in term 2 this year. At present the focus for the group has been Bayside, Kingston and Glen Eira council areas but the plan is to expand this as people often travel from as far as the Mornington Peninsula and West Gippsland to attend information evenings.

HANDWRITING – GETTING IT “WRITE” FOR THE GIFTED CHILD
Presenter: Suzanne Wakefield (paediatric occupational therapist)
Parent Information Evening
Gifted children often experience handwriting difficulties due to their asynchronous development and the speed at which their brains are processing ideas. This can lead to enormous frustration resulting in avoidance strategies and reduced self esteem. Suzanne will share some of her experience and explore handwriting problems often encountered by the gifted child. You will leave the evening with some fun activities to improve your child’s handwriting skills. Open to parents, teachers and anyone interested in gifted children.
When: Wednesday 5 April, 7.45-9.30 pm
Venue: Southern Community Church of Christ, 
Cnr Chesterville Rd & Pine St (entrance in Pine Street, two car parks in Pine street), Cheltenham (Mel ref 86 J1)
Cost: $10, bookings essential 9585 0325 (Maria)
Primary Minds Meet in the Park
Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm

Contact Julie 9585 2680

Playgroup
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668.

Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325

Carolyn Priest Assistant Co-ordinator (Publicity) (03) 9576 5137

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 
President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com
Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624

Public Relations Lucy Forster 03 55620420 glforster@aapt.net.au 

Monthly meetings 2006 - Macey's Bistro 7.30pm

March 29, April 19, May 17, June 14, July 19, August 16 September 13 October 18, November 15 Dinner and AGM

August 12-13 G.E.M.M. Weekend at Brauer College and GERRIC program - more details next newsletter

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 
Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website.

V.A.G.T.C. Inc
Contact

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162

Phone 0402 056 140 

Email Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html
PROPOSED CHANGES TO EDUCATION ACT
The government released a white paper on 15th September which can be read in its entirety at Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.. From that page, select Review of Education and Training Legislation White Paper.

The exposure draft can be downloaded at: 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
PUBLIC FORUM 
MONDAY 6 MARCH 2006 2.00-3.30 pm

A public forum was held by the Parliamentary Secretary for Education, Liz Beattie, MP, to discuss proposed changes to education and training legislation as they relate to home schooling. 

This consultation session was intended to provide an opportunity for home schooling families to discuss regulatory framework issues under the new legislation.

For further information contact Julie Lovell on (03) 9637 3270

I attended this meeting and I am still processing my thoughts and response to it. I will write about it more fully next time but I want to get this newsletter sent before the end of term.

PUBLIC SEMINAR ON HOMESCHOOLING 
A Parent Seminar on Homeschooling is planned for the afternoon of Saturday 25 March.

For full details watch the HEN website at http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/
During the following week experts and researchers will be briefing parliamentarians on homeschooling.

MEDIA WATCH
There have been a number of articles about both Gifted Children and Homeschooling in newspapers and on TV
The article about Gifted Children in The Age Education Section 27.03.06 see 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Overall it is a very good article

But I need to remedy a couple of inaccuracies as far as I was concerned
This was the section concerning me :

Jo Freitag, who runs Gifted Resources: the Centre for the Exceptional Learner, elected to home school the last two of her four children from their late-primary school years. Ms Freitag, who is also gifted, created the curriculum and included some distance education for her son, Christian, who had finished year 11 by the age of 12.

"The good thing about home schooling was you didn't have the bell ringing to say it's not English any more. If you were in the middle of writing something, you could keep going. Christian wrote a couple of novellas during that time."

Please note:

1.Gifted Resources is an Information Service which operates from an office at The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College, Plymouth Rd, Croydon

2. I started homeschooling at secondary level. Christian had just completed Primary School Year 3 but was already operating at Secondary School level. But he had not finished Year 11 by the age of 12. He was ready to commence Year 11 by the age of 12. However he did not do so.

I would like to remedy this mistatement as it is really important to me that I am recognised as being an honest person
The Australian

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
The Age Education Monday 06.03.06

Home sweet school

http://www.theage.com.au/news/education-news/home-sweet-school/2006/03/04/1141191856957.html 
Meet Dr Chan, a high achiever with a PhD at 21 

http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/meet-dr-chan-high-achiever-with-a-phd-at-21/2006/03/07/1141701510832.html 
Today Tonight 07.03.06

http://seven.com.au/todaytonight/story/?id=27468
A Current Affair 07.03.06

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
STARJUMP NEWS
3D ME WORKSHOPS
For Visual Spatial Learners

13-15 March 2006

For full details contact

Maxine Cowie

Starjump 

2/283 Bay St

Brighton Vic 3186

Phone 9596 8288

Email maxine@starjump.com.au
See www.starjump.com.au 

STARJUMP AT LUTHER COLLEGE 

INFORMATION NIGHT 

Information night for parents and teachers 30th March at 7:30pm. 3 DAY WORKSHOP 19 – 21st April for visual spatial learners in years 7 – 10. Private sessions for students of all ages & parents beginning Term 2 – Thursdays. Luther College 

Centre for the Exceptional Learner. 

Bookings are essential. 

For more information contact Charlotte Forwood on 97242000 

Maxine Cowie 

maxine@starjump.com.au 

2/283 Bay Street Brighton. Vic 3186 

Phone 95968288 

http://www.starjump.com.au/ 

YOUNG RESEARCHERS 
The Young Researchers Program has been operating each term holiday break since January 1995. Highly able students in Years 7–10 engage in challenging activities with like-minded peers. A variety of academic disciplines are explored, offering topics outside the core school curriculum.

The March 2006 holiday program will be held at Genazzano FCJ College, 301 Cotham Road, Kew. (Melways Map 45 Ref J6)

COURSE: Literature Workshop – "Poetry Speaks"

DATE: Monday 20 & Tuesday 21 March 2006 TIME 10.00am – 3.00pm each day

VENUE Genazzano FCJ CollegeCOST $150

COURSE: Science Workshop – "Introduction to Evolutionary Theory"

DATE: Wednesday 22 March 2006

TIME 9.30am – 3.00pm VENUE Genazzano FCJ CollegeCOST $110

COURSE: Mathematics Workshop – "Logic and Mathematical Thinking"

DATE: Thursday 23 and Friday 24 March 2006 TIME: 10.00am – 3.00pm each day

VENUE: Genazzano FCJ CollegeCOST: $150

For further information contact Christine Shannon ShannC@gen.melb.catholic.edu.au 
Phone 8862025 
LATIN AT ALIA COLLEGE 

Alia College will be offering Latin Language Studies to both adults and youngsters who are not students at Alia.

Venue: Alia College 466 Barkers Rd Hawthorn East 3123 [Melways ref: 45 G9]
Separate sessions will be available for adults and school students.
To get full details of dates and times contact Bob Morgan on 9817 2066 or 0404 019 882.
or email : info@alia.vic.edu.au 
The Latin Language Course at Alia College has been particularly 
successful.Students have elected Latin more frequently than any other language at the
school.Website: www.alia.vic.edu.au 

QUEENSLAND ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN INC. 
15th STATECONFERENCE
I’m for Gifted!
Am I alone or is there a power of one?
Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 March 2006
Yeronga State High School Brisbane
featuring Prof. Karen Rogers
author of "Re-forming Gifted Education: Matching the Program to the Child"

Professor Karen B. Rogers is currently Director of Research for the Gifted Education Research & Resource Information Centre (GERRIC) at the University of New South Wales and is developing a research agenda for the centre: the 10 gifted services that provide the best effect for effort and provide an update of current research on best practices in gifted education.

Dr Paul Hutchins
Dr Paul Hutchins is Head of the Child Development Unit at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, Sydney, and Senior Paediatric Consultant at the Children’s Hospital Education Research Institute: how comprehensive collaborative supports can promote the success and talents of gifted students who also have subtle language disorders, ADHD and associated problems.

Special guest speaker, Dr John Munro, is Head of Studies in Exceptional Learning and Gifted Education, Dept. of Learning & Educational Development, Faculty of Education, The University of Melbourne: catering for gifted and talented mathematics students in classrooms, how to build in schools a professional learning capacity to meet the needs of gifted and talented students, and his research in gifted learning disabilities and its implications for classroom practice.

Invited speakers:Christine Ireland, Elwood College, Victoria (‘differentiation’ – creating an environment of achievement for underachievers in schools, creativity 

Dr Wilma Vialle, University of Wollongong (‘twice exceptional’ – gifted students with other notable characteristics affecting performance) 

Barry Bartley, Principal, South Grafton High NSW (‘self-selection’ – management strategies for primary and secondary education that easily accommodate gifted students)

For further information
Email: conference@qagtc.org.au
Website: www.qagtc.org.au/conf2006
Telephone: (07) 3352 4288 Fax: (07) 3352 4388

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE 
GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES

The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 

For more information see http://www.gifted2006.org.au/

AAEGT CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS
The Conference organising committee would like to invite interested professionals in the Gifted Education area to submit abstracts for interactive workshops (80 minutes), seminars/papers (40 minutes), round table discussions (40 minutes) and poster presentations. Due date 18 March 2006. Details can be found on Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
TRAVEL TO AAEGT CONFERENCE
Pat Slattery of Wise Ones is organizing a group booking for travel to Fremantle which should reduce the cost. If you are interested in taking advantage of this, contact Pat by phone on 9794 8258 or email patwise@tpg.com.au
DEPRESSION PREVENTION - LIFE STRATEGIES PROGRAM 
Psychologist Sally-Anne McCormack is running The Life Strategies Program to help prevent depression in children and adolescents in Blackburn. The course runs for six weeks on Saturday mornings and costs $260 

See Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Phone: (03) 9893 3229

Email sally-anne@optusnet.com.au 

NAGC CONVENTION 2006 CALL FOR PAPERS
To be held in Charlotte, North Carolina 1-5 November 2006

See http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1134
SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES
Dana website

http://www.dana.org/about 

Brainy kids teaching units etc.

http://www.dana.org/kids/lab.cfm
The Autism Picture Page 

www.picturepage.net
If you like sudoku you'll love kakuro

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Tom Lehrer

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
http://comedycollege.publicradio.org/
Teach12 
www.teach12.com
Wrightslaw

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.

Kind regards, Jo Freitag

Gifted Resources 

Office

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd

Croydon Vic 3136

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396

A/H (03) 9724 2008

Postal address

1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North 
Victoria 3136 

Phone 9727 4662

Mobile 0416 739 233

Website www.giftedresources.org 

Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au
Newsletter e-mail gifres@virtual.net.au 

E-mail: jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au
