GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2006 No 3 
Welcome to the new format Gifted Resources Email Newsletter.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have requested that we notify
you of any events being organised by Gifted Resources or because we have
been in contact with you by email in the past or because we thought you would be interested in the information. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to be put on the list to receive your own copy please go to http://giftedresources.org/mailman/listinfo/newsletter_giftedresources.org and subscribe. 

If you do not wish to receive any further copies of the newsletter you can unsubscribe at this address also.

Some SPAM filters have been rejecting our newsletter because it uses colour, graphics and lines of capital letters (described as shouting!) Please can you ask your IT manager to include the Gifted Resources Newsletter in the always acceptable category?

It is very important to have your security systems up to date as new viruses, worms and trojans are appearing all the time. 

You can also read this newsletter online at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives4.html
and previous issues from January 2005 No 1 can be read at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/gifres/web/newsarchives.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's
programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email
gifres@virtual.net.au
The mailing list currently allows an email address to have one hard-bounce (means the email address doesn't exist), or two soft-bounces (see URL) within a period of 21 days. After that, their bounce information is discarded. 

Information about bouncing can be found at
http://www.webopedia.com/DidYouKnow/Internet/2002/BouncedEmail.asp 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
Gifted Resources is an non-profit Information Service for parents and teachers of gifted students no matter what educational system or setting they are in.

See What is Gifted Resources? http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/grislike1.html

OUR WEBSITE
If you type in www.giftedresources.org you will be forwarded directly to our website at http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/index.html
I am currently working on dividing up the Giftedness lists to make them easier to use

The Events page has been updated to show coming Gifted Resources events http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events.html
GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS
Here are the events which will be run by Gifted Resources during the first half of 2006

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events.html
FILM DISCUSSION 
LITTLE MAN TATE with JO FREITAG as facilitator 
Friday 31 March 2006 7.30pm 
Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
Handout notes given and a light supper will be served. 
Booking essential. Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/films.html
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/tate.html

GUEST SPEAKER 
SALLY-ANNE McCORMACK 
Depression prevention for gifted students 

Sally-Anne McCormack is a registered psychologist, a teacher and a mother of four. She works as a psychologist in schools and has private practices in Blackburn and Burwood East. She has specific interests in the prevention and treatment of depression in children and adolescents, and the unique difficulties that gifted students face in their schooling and day-to-day lives, and dealing with parents and the issues they face raising their children Sally-Anne works as a psychologist in schools and has private practices in Blackburn and Burwood East. 

she serves as an active member of the Victorian Branch Executive Committee of the A.P.S. She is also a newly appointed committee member of the Victorian Association of Gifted & Talented Children (V.A.G.T.C.), and holds membership with the Division of Independent Professional Practice (D.I.P.P.) for psychologists, and the Victorian Institute of Teaching (V.I.T.). In addition to her professional associations, Sally-Anne holds a position on the Hartwell Players committee (Melbourne?s oldest performing community theatre company) which encourages the involvement of youth in theatre.

Friday 21 April 2006 7.30pm 
Venue Gifted Resources 
The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 
Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Victoria 3136 
Cost $10.00 
A light supper will be served. 
Booking essential. Phone Gifted Resources on (03)9724 2000 Ext 396 
See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events.html
http://www.sally-annemccormack.com.au/index.php
GIFTEDNESS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD SEMINAR
Saturday 27th May 2006
Gifted Resources will be conducting a full day seminar for parents and child care workers on the topic of Giftedness in Early Childhood 

Venue : The Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College, Plymouth Rd Croydon Vic 3136.

Speakers will include

Psychologist, Judy Parker, 

Identification, Assessment and the protocol for early entry to school.

Psychologist, Lesley Sword

Social/Emotional Issues, Intensity and Sensitivity.

Anne Grant from The Melbourne University Early Learning Centre and Boorai Gallery 

Intellectual and artistic/creative stimulation.

Ann Johnson, Senior Nurse Educator from the O'Connell Family Centre 

Sleep problems in babies and young children: 

Jennifer Grant, President Maroondah Gifted Children's Parents' Assoc.

Parent support groups and playgroups 

Cost : $150 

Full details and registration forms http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/events2.html
PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS
MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on Wednesday 5 April, 3 May,7 June

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK (Formerly BAYSIDE YOUNG ACTIVE MINDS) 
The name change for the 'Bayside Young Active Minds' group is currently in progress. 'Gifted Support Network' better describes the role the group undertakes. It is planned that the group will be incorporated in term 2 this year. At present the focus for the group has been Bayside, Kingston and Glen Eira council areas but the plan is to expand this as people often travel from as far as the Mornington Peninsula and West Gippsland to attend information evenings.

HANDWRITING ? GETTING IT ?WRITE? FOR THE GIFTED CHILD
Presenter: Suzanne Wakefield (paediatric occupational therapist)
Parent Information Evening
Gifted children often experience handwriting difficulties due to their asynchronous development and the speed at which their brains are processing ideas. This can lead to enormous frustration resulting in avoidance strategies and reduced self esteem. Suzanne will share some of her experience and explore handwriting problems often encountered by the gifted child. You will leave the evening with some fun activities to improve your child?s handwriting skills. Open to parents, teachers and anyone interested in gifted children.
When: Wednesday 5 April, 7.45-9.30 pm
Venue: Southern Community Church of Christ, 
Cnr Chesterville Rd & Pine St (entrance in Pine Street, two car parks in Pine street), Cheltenham (Mel ref 86 J1)
Cost: $10, bookings essential 9585 0325 (Maria)
Primary Minds Meet in the Park
Fridays 4.00 - 5.30 pm

Contact Julie 9585 2680

Playgroup
For information contact Beverley on phone 0439 474 668.

Maria Bathern Group Co-ordinator (Support) (03) 9585 0325

Carolyn Priest Assistant Co-ordinator (Publicity) (03) 9576 5137

www.byams.org 

S.W.A.M. WARRNAMBOOL 
President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com
Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624

Public Relations Lucy Forster 03 55620420 glforster@aapt.net.au 

Monthly meetings 2006 - Macey's Bistro 7.30pm

March 29, April 19, May 17, June 14, July 19, August 16 September 13 October 18, November 15 Dinner and AGM

August 12-13 G.E.M.M. Weekend at Brauer College Saturday 12 August 2006 10.00 am - 5.00 pm GERRIC program The workshops will contain information on definitions of giftedness and talent; characteristics of gifted children to assist in identification; strategies for preventing underachievement in gifted children; the impact of having a gifted child on family dynamics; some ways in which schools can respond to high ability; and parent advocacy. It is essential that you register if you are wanting to go as only those registered will be able to attend. Morning and Afternoon tea will be provided. For further details contact Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com Sunday 13 August Children's workshops, Gifted Expo and Film Discussion on 'Top Kid" with Jo Freitag 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website.

V.A.G.T.C. Inc
Contact

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162

Phone 0402 056 140 

Email info@vagtc.asn.au 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html
PROPOSED CHANGES TO EDUCATION ACT
The government released a white paper on 15th September which can be read in its entirety at www.det.vic.gov.au. From that page, select Review of Education and Training Legislation White Paper.

The exposure draft can be downloaded at: 

http://www.det.vic.gov.au/det/resources/papers.htm#H2N400042

PUBLIC FORUM 
A public forum was held on Monday 6 March by the Parliamentary Secretary for Education, Liz Beattie, MP, to discuss proposed changes to education and training legislation as they relate to home schooling. 

A handout given at that meeting outlining the government's position can be read on the Home Education Network's website at 
http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/category/proposed-changes-to-legislation/
and the Home Education Network's press release in response to the announcement of the meeting at http://www.homeed.vic.edu.au/wpcontent/uploads/2006/03/HENPressRelease2ndMarch2006.pdf
For details phone Rebecca on 9637 2726 or Julie Lovell on (03) 9637 3270
There will be more of these forums 
Monday 3 April 2006 5.00-6.30pm at The Karralika Centre Mines Rd Ringwood East 
Wednesday 12 April 2006 5.00-6.30pm at All Seasons Quality Resort Bendigo 171-183 McIvor Hwy Bendigo 
For details phone Fiona Williams 0737 3270
PUBLIC SEMINAR ON HOMESCHOOLING 29 March 2006 1.30-5.30pm
A Public Symposium on Homeschooling will be held at Camberwell Centre Ballroom. 340 Camberwell Rd Camberwell

Speakers will include Alan Thomas, John Peacocke, Glenda Jackson and Terry Harding.

Cost $15.00 per head

The following day experts and researchers will be briefing parliamentarians on homeschooling.

More details on HEN website at http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/
MEDIA WATCH
9am with David and Kim on Network 10 will be screening a segment about gifted children soon

See http://www.ten.com.au/promo.aspx?siteID=2&promoID=361
Stateline on ABC Friday 24 March at 7.30pm will feature homeschooling. The stateline crew was the TV crew which filmed the Public Forum on Monday 6 March 

RETIREMENT OF LIZ ROBINSON
Liz Robinson will be retiring from her position with the Department of Education & Training at Easter. Liz has been a wonderful tireless advocate for gifted education for many years and will be missed greatly.

She sent this note for inclusion in the newsletter

Dear Parents and Friends of gifted students 

I will be retiring from my position with the Department of Education & Training on Thursday 13 April 2006. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all very much for the enormous support you have provided to me over the years. Working in gifted education has been an incredible journey. It has been a journey with many turns and the odd scattering of rocks along the way. I am committed to working toward a positive future for gifted children and their education and I don?t suppose that retiring will alter that. 
Farewell 

Liz Robinson 

For the contact after I leave- until I am replaced it will be Jane Stewart 9637 2318 at stewart.jane.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Liz Robison 

Senior Policy Officer 

Curriculim Strategies Team 

Student Learning Division 

Ph 03 9637 3305 

Fax 03 9637 2170 

Email robinson.liz.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
STARJUMP AT LUTHER COLLEGE 

INFORMATION NIGHT 

Information night for parents and teachers 30th March at 7:30pm. 3 DAY WORKSHOP 19 ? 21st April for visual spatial learners in years 7 ? 10. Private sessions for students of all ages & parents beginning Term 2 ? Thursdays. Luther College 

Centre for the Exceptional Learner. 

Bookings are essential. 

For more information contact Charlotte Forwood on 97242000 

or 

Maxine Cowie 

maxine@starjump.com.au 

2/283 Bay Street Brighton. Vic 3186 

Phone 95968288 

http://www.starjump.com.au/ 

CAMPERDOWN ENRICHMENT 
A Day Workshop for the High Achiever 

Camperdown College 
Wilson St Camperdown 

Saturday 1 April 2006 

A one day workshop for the high achiever. 

There are two hour workshops in the morning from 10-12 and another two hour session from 1pm-3pm. 

Please bring your own lunch. Coffee and tea will be provided. 

All Enquires Phone Wendy Errey 55931142 

Email: http://webmail.mc2.vicnet.net.au/cgi-bin/common/sqwebmail/login/jofrei.authdaemon/3ECE75BCEC6D0AF0B918647A4DAAA71B/1142896401?folder=INBOX&form=newmsg&to=erreyartworks@iprimus.com.auerreyartworks@iprimus.com.au 

Mobile: 0419595114 

Closing date Friday 31st of March.

SEAL PROGRAM SCHOOLS IN VICTORIA FOR 2007 

See http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/jofrei/web/sealp.html
and the pages following

Balwyn High School 

http://www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au/curric/alp.htm   

balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

Pat Menke 9819 7911 

Bellarine Secondary College 

http://www.bellarinesc.vic.edu.au  

bellarine.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

5251 9000 

Belmont High School 

http://www.bhs.vic.edu.au 

belmont.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Lesley Goode 5243 5355 

Box Hill High School 

http://www.boxhillhs.vic.edu.au 

Vanessa Reynolds 9877 1177 

Brighton Secondary College 

http://www.brightonsc.vic.edu.au  

brighton.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  
Paula Howard 9592 7488 

Brunswick Secondary College 

http://www.brunswick.vic.edu.au  

brunswick.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Marilyn Hardy 9387 6133 

Buckley Park College Essendon 

http://www.buckleyparksc.vic.edu.au  

buckley.park.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Elena Sabellico 9331 9999 

Dandenong High School 

http://www.dandenonghs.vic.edu.au 

dandenong.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Roger Nink 9792 0561 

Eumemmerring College 

http://www.eumsc.vic.edu.au 

eumemmerring.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

9703 1266 

Fairhills High School 

http://data.fairhillshs.vic.edu.au/web  

fairhills.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Janet Conrad 9758 5022 

Gladstone Park Secondary College 

http://www.gladstoneparksc.vic.edu.au  

Christine Hopkins 9338 7122 

Horsham College 

http://web.horsham-college.vic.edu.au 

Glenn Taylor 5382 0499 

Keilor Downs College 

http://kdc.vic.edu.au 

keilor.downs.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Paul Bloom 9867 4200 

Koo Wee Rup Secondary College 

http://www.kwrsc.vic.edu.au/college/welcome.html  

koo.wee.rup.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Leonie McGinley 5997 1444 

Lilydale High School 

http://www.lilydale.hs.vic.edu.au 

lilydale.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Dianne Davy 9735 5644 

Lyndale Secondary College 

http://www.lyndale.vic.edu.au/accelerated.htm  

Debra Martin 9795 2366 

Matthew Flinders Girls? Secondary College Geelong 

http://www.mfgsc.vic.edu.au 

matthew.flinders.girls.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Pamela Turnbull 5221 8288 

McGuire College Shepparton 

Julie Hannan 5821 5966 

Mill Park Secondary College 

http://www.millparksc.vic.edu.au 

mill.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Sabine Kioussis 9407 9700 

Mordialloc College 

http://www.mcsc.vic.edu.au 

mordialloc.co@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Robyn Wilson Christine Swinton 9580 1184 

Mt Clear College Ballarat 

http://www.mtclearsc.vic.edu.au/home/default.htm  

Davern.Bernie.J@edumail.vic.gov.au  (principal) 

Maxine Harrison 5330 1500 

Mt Erin College Frankston 

www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/rdsip/pdfs/MtErinP.pdf  
Helen Smalley 5971 6000 

Reservoir District Secondary College 

http://www.rdsc.vic.edu.au  

reservoir.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

9470 3555 

Rosebud Secondary College 

http://www.rsc.vic.edu.au 

rosebud.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Heather Ridgeway 5986 8595 

Sale College 

http://www.salecollege.vic.edu.au  

admin@salecollege.vic.edu.au 

Debbi Daff 5144 3711 

Staughton College 

http://www.wilsonparksc.vic.edu.au  

staughton.co@edumail.vic.gov.au  
9743 4622 

Trafalgar College 

Aniko Kaniko 5633 1733 

University High School 

http://www.unihigh.vic.edu.au  

university.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Jenny Tarr 9347 2022 

Wangaratta High School 

http://www.wangaratta-high.vic.edu.au  

wangaratta.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 

5723 0500 

Warrnambool College 

http://www.wblcoll.vic.edu.au 

warrnambool.co@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Jan O?Connell 5564 4444 

Werribee Secondary College 

http://www.werribeesc.vic.edu.au/selp/index.htm  

werribee.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Bill Hatzis 9741 1822 

Westall Secondary College 

http://www.westallsc.vic.edu.au  

info@westallsc.vic.edu.au 

Po Sim Ngian 9546 3233 

Williamstown High School 

http://whsweb.willihigh.vic.edu.au 

http://whsweb.willihigh.vic.edu.au/index.php?p=content&cat=4&page=4 

williamstown.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Terry Fogarty 9399 9228 

Wonthaggi Secondary College 

http://www.wonthaggisc.vic.edu.au  

Lesley Kaye 5672 202 

OUR GIFTED ON-LINE CONFERENCE 

Social Relationships with Elizabeth Meckstroth 

DATE: March 25-27, 2006 

Elizabeth Meckstroth will present on Social Relationships -
Friendships. Our Conference focuses on facilitating children's 
gratifying social relationships. Our children's characteristic 
qualities of intensity, sensitivity, capacity of consciousness, 
perfectionism, self-control and introversion exacerbate this 
challenge. We will explore ways our children can invite friendships, 
develop their social intelligence and the nuts and bolts to hold 
social relationships together. Discussion issues include: friend-
making qualities, resolving social discords, bullies, gender roles, 
and non-verbal communication.

BIO: Ms. Meckstroth earned Master's degrees in Counseling Education 
and Clinical Social Work and a Jungian Institute Certificate in 
Depth psychology. Since 1979, her work has focused on social-
emotional issues and self-development for the highly gifted. 
Elizabeth "Betty" Meckstroth has worked in supportive cooperation 
with organizations for gifted children and their families, co-
authoring Teaching Young Gifted Children in the Regular Classroom 
and Guiding the Gifted Child,assessing children, speaking, 
consulting, counselling, facilitating parent discussion groups and 
publishing numerous chapters and articles 

For details of how to participate in this conference see http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OGTOC 

DA VINCI DECATHLON 

Camberwell Grammar School and Methodist Ladies' College, will run the inaugural Victorian da Vinci Decathlon, in June 2006. 

The competition is open to Year 7 students, and comprises ten academic disciplines; it has run very successfully in New South Wales for five years at the state level, and last year, the inaugural National Decathlon was held in Sydney where some one hundred students from across Australia gathered to participate. In 2005, the ten disciplines were: Mathematics, English, Science, Code Breaking, Engineering, Forensic Sleuths, Creative Producers, Art and Poetry, Games of Strategy, and General Knowledge. 

Venue: Betty Jackson Hall, Methodist Ladies' College, Kew

Date: Tuesday, 13th June, 2006

Time: 8:30am to 3:15pm

Entry Fee: $100 / team (Morning tea will be provided for all participants)
Prizes: Trophies/certificates will be awarded to the top three teams. All participants will receive a Participation Certificate. The winning team will be invited to participate in the National da Vinci Decathlon in Sydney later in the year.

Entry: Entries will be limited due to size constraints, hence we recommend you register your interest as soon as possible; places will be allocated on a "first come first served basis". Entries should be faxed on the Entry Form or alternatively you may email details to Cameron Bacholer CRB@cgs.vic.edu.au or Kathy Harrison harriskd@mlc.vic.edu.au 
Closing date: Tuesday 30 May 2006 if not filled before (see above).

For further details contact 

Dagmar Turnidge and Karen Green 

Professional Learning Consultants 

IARTV 

Mercer House 

82 Jolimont Street 

Jolimont 3002 

96541200 

0413113752 

dagmart@iartv.vic.edu.au 

AAEGT 11th NATIONAL GIFTED AND TALENTED CONFERENCE 
GIFTED 2006: CONCEPTS, CHALLENGES, REALITIES

The conference will be in Fremantle WA from 27 - 29 September 2006, hosted by ProAPT and GATCA-WA and features international guest speakers Francoys Gagne, Marion Porath & Roger Moltzen. 

For more information see http://www.gifted2006.org.au/

TRAVEL TO AAEGT CONFERENCE
Pat Slattery of Wise Ones is organizing a group booking for travel to Fremantle which should reduce the cost. If you are interested in taking advantage of this, contact Pat by phone on 9794 8258 or email patwise@tpg.com.au
SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES
Dana website

http://www.dana.org/about 

Brainy kids teaching units etc.

http://www.dana.org/kids/lab.cfm
The Autism Picture Page 

www.picturepage.net
Autism NSW
http://www.autismnsw.com.au/
10 Steps
http://www.autism.org.au/10%20STEPS%20TO%20A%20SUCCESSFUL%20CLASSROOM.htm
Autism in the classroom

http://www.brainconnection.com/topics/?main=fa/autism-class
If you like sudoku you'll love kakuro
http://www.kakuropuzzle.com/how_to_play.html
The New Zealand Association for Gifted Children 

http://www.giftedchildren.org.nz/ 

The New Zealand Association for Gifted Children Branches 

http://www.giftedchildren.org.nz/national/branches.php 

New books by Rosemary Cathcart and Alexandra Golon 

http://www.giftedchildren.org.nz/2newbooks.php 

Tom Lehrer

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Lehrer

http://comedycollege.publicradio.org/
Teach12 
www.teach12.com
Wrightslaw
http://www.wrightslaw.com/
Maths is fun

http://www.mathsisfun.com 
Teacher resources

http://www.mathsisfun.com/teacher-resources.html 

DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.

Kind regards, Jo Freitag

Gifted Resources 

Office

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd

Croydon Vic 3136

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396

A/H (03) 9724 2008

Postal address

1 Malcolm Rd
Croydon North 
Victoria 3136 

Phone 9727 4662

Mobile 0416 739 233

Website www.giftedresources.org 

Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au
Newsletter e-mail gifres@virtual.net.au 

E-mail: jofrei@mc2.vicnet.net.au
