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Welcome to the Gifted Resources Email Newsletter. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html
You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), or change your subscription options, from this address.

 

You can also read the newsletter online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html
 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email  contributions@giftedresources.org 

 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR
I hope you all have enjoyed safe and refreshing holidays and will have a bright and prosperous New Year. 

Please email or phone 9876 1349 if you wish to make an appointment to visit Gifted Resources Office during January


NEW YEAR - NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
The primary email address will now be jo@giftedresources.org  and the email address for the newsletter will be contributions@giftedresources.org 

The virtual.net.au addresses will be phased out

 

OUR WEBSITE - www.giftedresources.org 
There are updates to the Main Page, About Us and Service Locator - Teacher Education and PD sections.
I am currently working on updating the Teacher Education and PD section. If you have details of courses which will run this year please send them to me.
There have also been additions made to my personal website http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/index.htm 

 

PERSONAL NOTE
The house we are renting has been sold and we have two months to find a suitable new home so I am very distracted at the moment. Once again we are surrounded by packing boxes and visiting Open for Inspections and filling out application forms. I am very sorry about this because I had planned to do such a lot of preparation for Gifted Resources for 2007 during these holidays. Also I am trying to write a program about Praise for the Children's Church and keep up with and support the study and career decisions our children are facing. 

If I have promised to send something/phone you/email you etc. and I have not done it, please remind me!

 

BRAINY DAYS DISPLAY IN THE OFFICE
Brainy Days have placed a display of challenging educational games in the Gifted Resources Office. Packs are open so that people can inspect them and have a play. Orders are then placed directly with Brainy Days by phone or via their website http://www.brainydays.com.au/ Be sure to mention that you have been referred by Gifted Resources and we will receive a percentage.

 

INFO PACK SUPERSIZING
The 2007 Gifted Resources Info Pack compilation is complete This time I used Wallets instead of Presentation Folders as the amount of material included has increased. As the weight has increased the postage has also increased and the cost of the pack will have to be raised to $30 this year. If you would like your material on services related to giftedness included in the Info Pack please send 50 -100 copies of your most current brochures, flyers, price lists, business cards, etc. to the Gifted Resources office address. There is no charge for inclusion of your details in our information pack.

 

PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS
 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on  Wednesday 7 February, 7 March

If you have suggestions for family activities, guest speakers, etc. for 2007 please phone or email Jennifer or Louise.

PO Box 1279 
Croydon Vic 3136 
Contact Jennifer Grant 
Phone 9779 4218 
ijgrant@optusnet.com.au 
Louise Howe 
Phone 9801 2912 
louise_h@tpg.com.au
 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK 

(Formerly Bayside Young Active Minds - BYAMS)

Active network in Melbourne's south eastern region offering the following services to families with gifted children:

* "Mini Minds" - weekly activities for preschoolers

* "Primary Minds" - fortnightly activities for primary school aged children and their parents

* "Teens & Tweens" - activities for teenagers and their parents each term

* Information evenings with expert speakers covering issues relating to the gifted

* Daytime and evening social events for parents to share their experience of parenting the gifted child

* Comprehensive members library

* Quarterly newsletter containing professional articles 

For further information visit www.giftedsupport.org 

or phone Carolyn (9576 5137)

P.O. Box 2707 Cheltenham, 3192 

Email address is gifted-support@hotmail.com
 

ACTIVE MINDS (was S.W.A.M.) WARRNAMBOOL 
President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer  Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624

Public Relations Lucy Forster 03 55620420 glforster@aapt.net.au 

 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm  

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website.

 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc 
Contact

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162

Phone  0402 056 140 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html
 

DSNSG Defence Special Needs Support Group 
A support group for Australian Defence Force families who have members with 
special needs, including giftedness & talent. DSNSG provides support and 
information for Defence families posted throughout Australia and overseas

Sarah Tuckerman dsnsggat@optusnet.com.au
Gifted & Talented Coordinator
Defence Special Needs Support Group
Phone contact  1800 037 674
www.dsnsg.org.au
 

NSW Assoc. for Gifted and Talented Children Albury-Wodonga Support Group
A recently formed group of parents who meet bi-monthly to share information related to the education of  G & T children.

For more information phone (02) 60591888  
 

ANNE JACKSON 'MINDFUL!'
Anne Jackson will not be available until mid January as she had to travel to the UK. 

At present her phone voice mail is turned off

E.mails will be answered on her return 

KAROO PRIMARY SCHOOL, ROWVILLE
Wanted for 2007
Enthusiastic presenters for short term work with groups of Gifted and Talented Primary students. Presenters will work with small groups of students on enrichment and extension activities in areas of personal interest. 
To express interest or for further details please contact 
Sue Boyd at Karoo Primary School, Rowville. 
Phone (03) 9759 6222

FROM CLIO WRIGHT
Hello. I'm Clio and I'm very interested in volunteering (or paid employment) working with gifted children. This year I'm beginning studies in psychology at university and wish to gain practical experience either teaching, counselling or facilitating activities for gifted children.
Previously, I've studied and worked in technical fields (I.T and engineering) and later with the wider community (cosmetics sales and make-up artistry in department stores, volunteering helping to run grooming workshops for cancer patients. I'm currently working part-time as a home carer for the aged). I've also taught English to adults and children in Japan.
If anyone needs assistance with language classes, I'm studying Japanese and German at an intermediate level.
Participating in several gifted programs myself as a child (also being isolated in a country area) -> I've come full circle, having experienced first-hand the (dis)advantages of giftedness. As an adult, I've transcended and healed some of the issues associated with being gifted and wish to share the encouraging wisdom gained from my journey with others.
I have a friendly, positive, playful and youthful attitude and appearance, while being practical, organised and down to earth.
If you have any opportunities for working with gifted children please contact me at clio_wright@yahoo.com.au. I'm looking forward to hearing from you.
Best wishes,
Clio

 

Our Gifted Online Conferences OGTOC@yahoogroups.com 
January 26-28,2007
Alexandra "Allie" Golon
"If You Could See the Way They Think!" 
A discussion of identifying, nurturing, parenting and teaching 
gifted visual-spatial learners"

At least one-third of the regular classroom is strongly visual-
spatial, with an additional 30% leaning toward this preference. When 
we study programs that serve gifted students, exclusively, those 
numbers rise dramatically. What does it mean to be visual-spatial? 
How is a student's learning style determined? What implications does 
this have at home and at school? 

BIO:
Alexandra "Allie" Golon is Director of Visual-Spatial Resource and 
Marketing Director for the Gifted Development Center, both 
subsidiaries of the Institute for the Study of Advanced Development, 
in Denver, Colorado. As a founding member of the Visual-Spatial 
Resource Access Team, a former G/T teacher, and parent to two gifted 
visual-spatial learners, Allie brings a wealth of experience to her 
books, Raising Topsy-Turvy Kids: Successfully Parenting Your Visual-
Spatial Child and, If You Could See the Way I Think: A Handbook for 
Visual-Spatial Kids. Her latest releases, The Visual-Spatial 
Classroom: Differentiation Strategies that Engage Every Learner, and 
the mini-books based on it, Nothin' But the Facts! and I Can't See 
It! are rich sources of classroom strategies that will help every 
student succeed, regardless of preferred learning style. Allie has 
been invited to present on teaching and parenting visual-spatial 
learners at state, national and international venues, including 
Canada, New Zealand, Australia, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Indonesia and 
Japan. She has appeared on talk radio programs and in various print 
media. For more information, please visit Visual-Spatial Resource at 
www.VisualSpatial.org. Allie can be reached at 
Alex@VisualSpatial.org . 

SCHEDULE:
Day 1: Introduction to the visual-spatial learner construct; 
Identification options; Validation studies; Implications 
Day 2: Parenting visual-spatial learners
Maintaining harmony at home
Helping with school and homework
Developing and maintaining your child's self-esteem
Day 3: Classroom strategies for visual-spatial learners
Subject-by-subject tips
Issues surrounding the concept of time
Organizational skills
Preparing students for the 21st century

Suggested reading
Upside-Down Brilliance: The Visual-Spatial Learner (Silverman)
Raising Topsy-Turvy Kids: Successfully Parenting Your Visual-Spatial 
Child (Golon)
The Visual-Spatial Classroom: Differentiation Strategies that Engage 
Every Learner (Golon)
If You Could See the Way I Think: A Handbook for Visual-Spatial Kids 
(Golon)
Thinking Like Einstein (West)
A Whole New Mind (Pink)
How the Brain Learns (Sousa)
Teaching with the Brain in Mind (Jensen)
Websites

www.VisualSpatial.org 
www.GiftedDevelopment.com 

For further details visit OGTOC@yahoogroups.com 

or email sally_l_ourgifted@yahoo.com 

Monash Short Courses  
Parents Returning to Work $1000 Grants

The Monash Short Courses Centre (as part of the Monash Student 
Association) is an approved provider of training for the Parents 
Returning to Work Program. This is an initiative of the Victorian 
State Government and is designed to assist parents prepare for re-
entry into the workforce. Eligible parents planning to return to 
work can apply for grants of $1000 which can be used for training 
and related expenses.

Grants will next be available in January 2007. 
You are eligible for the grant provided you:
-have been caring for dependent children and have not worked for 
more than 4 months (full-time or equivalent part-time) during the 
last two years. 
-have a child 12 years of age or under 
-plan to return to paid work in the next 12 months 
-previously held paid employment 
-are an Australian resident & live in Victoria 
-are not currently employed 
For further details and application forms see 
http://www.shortcourses.monash.edu.au/parentsreturntowork.html

 

HAWKER BROWNLOW CONFERENCES FOR 2007
4TH Annual Thinking & Learning Conference

TEACHERS AT WORK
8-10 MAY 2007
The Heath Caulfield Racecourse Melbourne

For full details see www.hbe.com.au/TAW.html 

or phone on +61 (3) 8558 2444.

 

Dr Spencer and Laurie Kagan 
Australian Workshop Tour in April/May 2007. 
For information see www.hbe.com.au/kagan.html 
 

REGISTRATION FOR HOME EDUCATION IN VICTORIA 
See http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/category/proposed-changes-to-legislation/
for information on the current situation.

See also http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/directions/edtrainreform-homeschool.htm#H2N4000AE
 

 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 
M.I.T. Open Courseware

http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/index.htm
Fiona Smith The advantages of using the Stanford-Binet Version 5 when assessing gifted individuals

http://www.nswagtc.org.au/info/articles/Smith_Stanford%20Binet%205.PDF
Ruf Estimates of Levels of Giftedness

http://www.educationaloptions.com/levels_giftedness.htm
Books Illustrated

http://www.booksillustrated.com.au/
Seven steps to writing

http://www.sevenstepswriting.com/
Gifted Education PD Package

http://tinyurl.com/nk8n3 
Australian Museum Eureka Prizes

http://www.amonline.net.au/eureka/sleek_geeks/index.htm
DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services, products and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Website, Information Pack or Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.

 

Kind regards,  Jo Freitag

Gifted Resources 

Office

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd

Croydon Vic 3136

Phone (03) 9724 2000 Ext 396

 

Postal address

1 Jull Pde

Ringwood North

Vic 3134

PO Box 229
Croydon                                                       
Victoria 3136 

 

Website www.giftedresources.org  

Email: giftedresources@virtual.net.au 

Email Jo Freitag jo@giftedresources.org
Newsletter e-mail contributions@giftedresources.org
