GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
JUNE  2007 
 

 

Welcome to the Gifted Resources Email Newsletter. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html
You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), or change your subscription options, from this address.

 

You can also read the newsletter online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html
 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email  contributions@giftedresources.org 

 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS
 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
The primary email address will now be jo@giftedresources.org  and the email address for the newsletter will be contributions@giftedresources.org 

The virtual.net.au addresses will be phased out

 

PDF NEWSLETTER ATTACHMENT
After discussions with the IT Department at Luther College and my young website design guru, Jamie Tarling, and after receiving the 2e Newsletter as a very attractive pdf; I am experimenting with creating the Gifted Resources newsletter as a pdf file and sending it as an attachment. I have received quite a few helpful responses about this. I will compile and send this June newsletter in the regular way and possibly try a pdf attachment for the Holiday programs letter.

 

RITCHIES IGA COMMUNITY BENEFITS
Gifted Resources is participating in the Ritchies IGA Community Benefits scheme. To give Gifted Resources benefit every time you shop for groceries ask at any Ritchies IGA for a Community Benefits card and nominate Gifted Resources  Number 90417
 

OUR WEBSITE - www.giftedresources.org 
New sections Gallery and Articles have been added.

The presentation which Susan Wight and I gave to the National Home Education Conference has added and can be accessed from the Articles section and from the Home Education section of my personal website www.giftedresources.org/jo 

The Biorama section has been modified and some entries added. Please keep the nominations flowing in! 

More websites have been added and changes made to the Website Links - Home Education section 

 

GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS

THE CHEETAH ANALOGY  
Friday 27 July 2007 7.30pm
Registration from 7.00pm
Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College
Plymouth Rd. Croydon, Vic 3134

DIANNE GORDON
Education Officer  Melbourne Zoo Discovery and Learning 
Dianne will speak about cheetahs, about the role of the zoos in cheetah conservation and about the Education programs and the Holiday programs that are offered by the 3 Victorian zoos.
One of her roles at Melbourne Zoo Discovery and Learning is to develop and coordinate the programs for gifted and high potential students and she will discuss how teachers can utilise these programs
JO FREITAG 
Gifted Resources Co-ordinator
will discuss the analogy of the cheetah to the gifted student and how the cheetah analogy can be extended to debunk various myths surrounding giftedness
Cost: $10
Booking essential. Phone (03) 9724 2452 and leave a voicemail message or email jo@giftedresources.org  or use the form on the Events page of Gifted Resources website

THE ADVOCACY JOURNEY - One family's story
JENNIFER GRANT
Friday 31 August 2007 7.30pm
Registration from 7.00pm
Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College
Plymouth Rd. Croydon, Vic 3134 
Watch the Events page for further details.
Cost: $10
Booking essential. Phone (03) 9724 2452 and leave a voicemail message or email jo@giftedresources.org  or use the form on the Events page

PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS
 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on  Wednesday 4 July, 1 Aug, 

If you have suggestions for family activities, guest speakers, etc. for 2007 please phone or email Jennifer or Louise.

PO Box 1279 
Croydon Vic 3136 
Contact Jennifer Grant 
Phone 9779 4218 
ijgrant@optusnet.com.au 
Louise Howe 
Phone 9801 2912 
louise_h@tpg.com.au
 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK 

(Formerly Bayside Young Active Minds - BYAMS)

Active network in Melbourne's south eastern region offering the following services to families with gifted children:

* "Mini Minds" - weekly activities for preschoolers

* "Primary Minds" - fortnightly activities for primary school aged children and their parents

* "Teens & Tweens" - activities for teenagers and their parents each term

* Information evenings with expert speakers covering issues relating to the gifted

* Daytime and evening social events for parents to share their experience of parenting the gifted child

* Comprehensive members library

* Quarterly newsletter containing professional articles 

For further information visit www.giftedsupport.org 

or phone Carolyn (9576 5137)

P.O. Box 2808 Cheltenham, 3192 

Email address is gifted-support@hotmail.com
 

ACTIVE MINDS (was S.W.A.M.) WARRNAMBOOL 
President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer  Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624

 

PARENTS OF HIGH ABILITY CHILDREN (POHACs) 
Lyn Chudleigh 
Berwick Lodge Primary School 
Mansfield St 
PO Box 454 
Berwick 
Vic 3806 
Phone 9707 1766 Fax 9796 2198 
Email berwick.lodge.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
GIFTED EDUCATION NETWORK PARENT SUPPORT GROUP
For families with gifted children in Casey/Cardinia 
Meets regularly every fourth Tuesday of the month from 7.30 - 9.00pm 
at the Beaconsfield Community Centre, O'Neil Rd, Beaconsfield.

Contact

Karen Grubb (Coordinator of Parent Support Group)

kgrubb@optusnet.com.au
and

Lyn Chudleigh (Gifted Education Network Coordinator)

c/o Berwick Lodge Primary School

ph: 9707 1766

A new Parent support group for families with gifted children.  It is under the umbrella of the Gifted Education Network in Casey/Cardinia and regularly meets every fourth Tuesday of the month from 7.30 - 9.00pm at the Beaconsfield Community Centre, O'Neil Rd, Beaconsfield.
The Network also organises professional development for Teachers in relation to Gifted Education.
The group met for the first time in November but have held a social gathering and 4 meetings so far which have been well attended.

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm  

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website.

 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc 
Contact

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162

Phone  0402 056 140 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html
 

V.A.G.T.C.  CONFERENCE 2007
Head & Heart
Telstra Dome
Docklands Melbourne
Wed 14-Thursday 15 November 2007
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/htm/conf_intro.htm
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/pdf/07%20conf%20pdfs/VAGTC%20Conf%20Announcement.pdf
Call for Papers

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/pdf/07%20conf%20pdfs/2007%20Conference%20Call%20for%20Papers.pdf
 

DSNSG Defence Special Needs Support Group 
A support group for Australian Defence Force families who have members with 
special needs, including giftedness & talent. DSNSG provides support and 
information for Defence families posted throughout Australia and overseas

Sarah Tuckerman dsnsggat@optusnet.com.au
Gifted & Talented Coordinator
Defence Special Needs Support Group
Phone contact  1800 037 674
www.dsnsg.org.au
 

NSW Assoc. for Gifted and Talented Children Albury-Wodonga Support Group
A recently formed group of parents who meet bi-monthly to share information related to the education of  G & T children.

For more information phone (02) 60591888 
 

PENRITH PARENTS of GIFTED CHILDREN GROUP

WiseOnes is helping to establish the Penrith Parents of Gifted Children Group in NSW. The first meeting will be a get-together at McDonalds in Penrith
Date: Thursday 21st June: Location: McDonalds. High Street Penrith from 3.30 to 4.30 pm. Toddlers welcome. 

 

MENSA AUSTRALIA 2007 GRANTS
For full details see
http://mensa.org.au/?q=about/children/grants
Although the Bull Bequest is specifically for families that can show parents,
grandparents, great grandparents domiciled in Australia - other grants with less stringent conditions are also available. Note that the closing date is 30th September 2007, and the child must be under 18 at the end of 2008 and that the application must show evidence of family hardship and detail how the grant will be spent.
For further information phone Mensa Australia's Gifted Students Fund administrator Cliff Schwarz on (02) 66855856 

 

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY PROJECT
Ongoing project exploring the psychosocial supports needs of parents of 
gifted children. Victoria University have conducted a variety of 
interviews and focus groups in western Melbourne in the past and have presented at a number of conferences – both in gifted areas and in psychology.

After Adrian Fisher presented at Gifted2006 in Fremantle he
was approached by a number of parents who were also teachers. They said that the findings resonated with them, but were often magnified by 
their dual and at times conflicting roles.

They are taking this line of research further, with masters student John Mitchell taking the lead. Therefore, they are asking teachers who are 
also parents of gifted children if they would be 
willing to participate in this research.
So, if there are any members in this category, 
we would appreciate hearing from them. Please, 
in the first instance, contact john at: 
john.mitchell5@students.vu.edu.au, or by phone 
on (03) 9687 6686 or 0415 722 293.

This research has received Ethics Approval 
through Victoria University. 

Adrian Fisher PhD
Associate Professor
School of Psychology
Victoria University -- Footscray Park
PO Box 14428
Melbourne VIC 8001
Australia
PH: +613-9919-5221
Fax: +613-9919-4324
www.staff.vu.edu.au/commpsych
 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR THE WESTERN SUBURBS
A Letter from Tina McCarthy

Dear Parents and Carers,

Some time ago I placed an advertisement in the Gifted Resources Newsletter requesting interested people for a new Western suburbs gifted kids and/or visual spatial group.

After much deliberation the group never commenced - too many interested people, not enough resources, my own return to study etc etc! It all grew very large very quickly. Apologies!

However, I have recently been contacted by some staff and students at Victoria University who are very keen to get things going for us. With their assistance, our 'support' group may in fact eventuate...this would be great news for our kids!

If  you would like to find out more or join the group, then please contact me via email

tina@tinamccarthydesign.com
 

DOCTORATE RESEARCH PROJECT
Julie King is completing her Doctorate in Clinical Psychology through the University of Ballarat and is at the data collection stage of her research examining 'The experience of intellectual giftedness as asynchrony'. She is looking for gifted (IQ tested at 130+) young people between 10 and 13 years to attend with a parent for an individual interview ( one for parent one for child). Interviews take approx.30minutes each and the parent is also asked to complete a Child Behaviour Checklist and demographic form.The purpose of the project is to learn more about how gifted young people feel and relate to others. This project also aims to see how parents see their child's experience of giftedness.The interviews are being conducted on St. Kilda road in St. Kilda. If you would like more information or plain language statements, she would be happy to forward them on to you. 
Julie can be contacted on 0414 432 623 or at 

external link will open in a new window" \t "_new" 
juliek@mhaustralia.com
. Regards, Julie King


Parent and Family Support Centre at the University of Queensland  Project
Parenting a gifted and talented child presents many challenges. 
Gifted and talented children have specific behavioural, educational, 
social and developmental needs, which can be difficult to understand 
and even more difficult to meet. Parents of gifted chidlren often 
feel unsupported and may also receive negative responses from the 
community. They may feel an increased burden of responsibility to 
help their child realise his or her potential.
If you are the parent of a gifted or talented child and can relate to the above, or have concerns about day-to-day parenting tasks, the Parent and Family Support Centre at the University of Queensland would love to hear from you. A research project currently underway at the Parenting and Family Support Centre is examining the needs of parents of gifted and talented children, surveying the experiences and challenges faced by these parents. We are seeking parents of 3 to 10 year-old, gifted and talented children to contribute their experiences about the rewards and challenges of parenting their child.
More information about the project is available from:
Alina Morawska
Parenting and Family Support Centre, School of Psychology, University 
of Queensland, St Lucia QLD 4072
Phone: +61 7 3365 7304, Fax: +61 7 3365 6724, Email: 
alina@psy.uq.edu.au
 

  

MINDFUL! TERM 3
Wednesday ‘school’
Encouraging and developing autonomous learning
This group provides support for gifted students, including the 2e, in their development of self motivated learning. Previous groups have shown just how capable gifted children are if they are allowed time and space to follow through on an idea. It is not a day off from school, the students work very hard! 
The atmosphere will support learning from peers, the constructive use of the world wide web, the use of interviews, books and other texts, experimentation and discussion.
There will be 4 Wednesdays which are devoted to 3D maths (shapes), number systems (Roman, Egyptian, Mayan etc) and maths tools (calculators, Napier's bones, abacus). 
Then 4 Wednesdays will focus on science fiction texts.
Weds: 25/7/07 - 15/8/07 9:00 - 3:30 Maths
Weds: 29/8/07 - 19/6/07 9:00 - 3:30 Science fiction 
Cost: Maths $125 Science Fiction $125
Where - Wednesdays: Mindful! 381 Burwood Hwy, Burwood, 3125
Book on  Phone (03) 9808 1460 
Email  AJxn@bigpond.com  

A sanctuary for those with Aspergers Syndrome. 
Every Friday Anne Jackson will be facilitating a group for mainstream students living with Aspergers syndrome. The intention is to provide an environment that encourages learning but is informal, flexible, safe and different from school. The sessions will provide the chance to immerse ones self in the world of science fiction. A world where intelligence and life come in many forms; communication does not always depend on spoken words; sensations and customs are different, the unusual is acceptable and accepted.
The maximum number of students is 6 thus allow for the sharing of passions. Stories or authors will be recommend, the library can be visited, web sites trawled, politics, science, emotions, ethics discussed. Interests and ideas will be followed up allowing production of animations, web pages, presentations, even the writing of science fiction. Suitable products can be loaded onto the world wide web so others can engage with the individual student.
During the exploration and dissection of alien cultures Anne will encourage the student to question the culture and norms of Earth. In this way earth’s social skills and interactions can become just another alien behaviour that is studied and analysed. 
9 Fridays from 20/7/07 till 14/9/07. 9:00 - 15:00
Parkdale Church of Christ, 174 Como Parade West, Parkdale, 3195.
cost $350
For further information contact Anne Jackson  
Phone (03) 9808 1460 
Email AJxn@bigpond.com 

Preschool Social Skills Program for Children with "Gifted" Abilities   
Psychologist offering pre-school program. 

Teaching care & co-operation in a group setting. 

3 to 5 year olds. 
 Small Groups in Private Home in Hampton
Contact Elle – 0422 541 842
pbfitz@ozemail.com.au
 

BRAINY DAYS 'GIFTED' TEACHER REWARDS
To recognise the important contribution made by classroom teachers to gifted education, Brainy Days would like to offer students, parents and colleagues the opportunity to nominate teachers who have displayed particular skill or effort in identifying and providing for the needs of gifted and talented students.
Each month from June to November, a nominee will be selected by Brainy Days to receive a $100 voucher to purchase enrichment and extension resources from their broad range of quality toys, games and educational resources.
For more details see the flyer - there is a link from Gifted Resources website Resources for Sale page 
or contact Amanda Cousins
Products & Marketing Manager
Brainy Days
P.O. Box 4185
Croydon Hills Vic 3136
phone: +61 3 9725 4196
mobile: 0414 586 915
e-mail: amanda@brainydays.com.au
www.brainydays.com.au
 

CHIP GEELONG 
CARTOONING WORKSHOP 23 June 2007
Bradfield Dumpleton renowned cartoonist is visiting Victoria for a week only and will present a workshop on Saturday 23 June 2007
Bradfield Dumpleton is a professional artist & creative mentor with skills in many areas of the Arts (cartoon art, graphic design, illustration, publishing, painting, music, performance & writing).  He has over 20 years experience in freelance illustration & graphic design, and much of his work is focused on creative education, mentoring children & youth, and community arts projects.

Bradfield has been offering his dynamic hands-on cartoon-drawing workshops to children & adults of all ages for over 15 years.  He has designed creative programs for schools, holiday programs, festivals, youth projects, gifted education & special education.  His step-by-step approach, loaded with inspiration & humour, makes drawing fun & accessible for everyone no matter what their skill-level.   Participants learn many so-called advanced techniques without even realising it; they're too busy enjoying themselves!  
This workshop is suitable for ALL AGES and you will need to bring pencils and a rubber.
Time: 10.00-1.00 (3 hours)
Place: Highton Primary School 
218 Roslyn Road.
Cost: $35
RSVP: 0407320043 sleawood@bigpond.net.au
 

G.A.T.E.WAYS ‘OUT ON THE TOWN’ HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS 
FOR YEAR 7 & 8 STUDENTS
The program will offer a range of enjoyable and challenging workshops in a number of different areas. These workshops will provide an opportunity for challenge beyond current schoolwork and the chance to meet and work with other ‘like-minded’ students. Workshop offerings will include:
In A Flash (computer animation)
Redesigning MySpace (web design and cyber safety)
Are You Game? (Computer Game Design) 
The Genetic Lottery (Genetics)
Detectives In Time (Historical mystery)
Crime and Punishment (the legal system and punishment of crime)
Rush Hour (a look at rush hour in Melbourne incorporating ‘Race Around the City’)
Marvellous Multicultural Melbourne (as exploration of some of Melbourne’s cultures)
Make Mine Funky Fashion (fashion design)
Spiders – Out and About (spiders, close up and personal!)
Bees, Bubbles, Beelines and Gnomons (maths with a difference)
Making Pics With Pixar (drawing for animation) 

‘OUT on the TOWN’ will be hosted by various venues including CITY CITE, The Alfred Brash SoundHouse, Lab 3000, and The Gene Technology Access Centre in Parkville. The program will run on Tuesday July 10th, Wednesday July 11th and Thursday July 12th, 2007, between 9.00 am and 4.00 pm
Specific program details and an Application Form are available on www.gateways.edu.au   
To book a place in any or all days, ring G.A.T.E.WAYS ON 9894 2116
Karen Green's e Unit Planner
http://www.eup.com.au/
The eUnit Planner is an online planning tool that assists teachers to create meaningful curriculum for both primary and secondary students. It has been developed for teams of educators wishing to design, record and review curriculum through a series of wizard-like questions that are easy to follow. 

eUP effectively produces holistic units of study that are developmental and allow for differentiation. Throughout the design process teachers are provided with clear instructions that are explained in small, manageable steps.

eUP audits the components of individual units, including thinking tools and cooperative tools, Habits of Mind and mandated standards. The audit informs teachers and curriculum coordinators as to which aspects of the curriculum have been adequately catered for and which require more attention.
Contact EUP Pty Ltd 
PO Box 284 
Bentleigh, Victoria 3204
Email info@eup.com.au 
Phone Mark Ritterman 0422 316 140
THINKING AHEAD W.A.
One Day Gifted Conference 20 August 2007
The Making a Difference: Gifted Children in the Classroom 
one day gifted conference 
See  http://www.thinkingahead.com.au 
WiseOnes 
Annual Conference Friday 26th October.
Brandon Park Primary School
The topics are yet to be decided but the sessions will be run as if they were WiseOnes lessons; so teachers can get the feel of participation in a gifted class. It promises to be challenging in pace, complexity and dealing with abstract principles to cover aspects of Intellectual, Moral and Social issues. 
Email the office office   office23@tpg.com.au 
For further details contact Pat Slattery
Suite 17, 245 Thomas Street Dandenong Vic 3175 
Phone 03 9794 8258 
Email pat@wiseones.com.au 
http://www.wiseones.com.au/
 

 

The National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) 
54th Annual Convention 
Minneapolis, Minnesota  
November 7-11, 2007.
The theme of the conference is "Igniting Ideas and Innovations in Gifted Education." .
The NAGC Convention program is divided into a number of strands, or
topics of interest, which are generally related to NAGC's 14 content
area divisions. In addition to these fourteen areas, this year there is
a strand focused on math and science as well as a New "International"
strand for presenters residing outside the United States. This
"International" strand was created to provide a more international
appeal to the conference 
Del Siegle, NAGC Conference Program Chair
For further details see
http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1302
 

V.A.G.T.C.  CONFERENCE 2007
Head & Heart
Telstra Dome
Docklands Melbourne
Wed 14-Thursday 15 November 2007
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/htm/conf_intro.htm
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/assets/pdf/07%20conf%20pdfs/VAGTC%20Conf%20Announcement.pdf
 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES
Sally-Anne McCormack's new website Parents Online

http://www.parentsonline.com.au/
 

Victorian Association of Photographic Societies

http://www.vaps.org.au/
Centre for Strategic Education Networks and Interest Groups

http://www.cse.edu.au/content.php?contentid=3
Curriki

http://www.curriki.org/xwiki/bin/view/Main/
CHC Cross- Battery Online
http://www.crossbattery.com/
 

Handwriting practice

http://donnayoung.org/penmanship/



 HYPERLINK "http://www.handwritingforkids.com/handwrite/" http://www.handwritingforkids.com/handwrite/



 HYPERLINK "http://www.alphabet-soup.net/ttools/trace.html" http://www.alphabet-soup.net/ttools/trace.html



 HYPERLINK "http://www.janbrett.com/" http://www.janbrett.com/



 HYPERLINK "http://www.tlsbooks.com/englishworksheets.htm" http://www.tlsbooks.com/englishworksheets.htm
 

Daily
Astronomy picture of the day
http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html
Daily crossword
http://thinks.com/daily_crossword.htm
Dictionary.com word of the day
http://dictionary.reference.com/wordoftheday/
Oxford English Dictionary word of the day
http://www.oed.com/cgi/display/wotd
Daily sudoku
http://www.dailysudoku.com/sudoku/
 

Weekly
Write 101
http://www.write101.com/
CSIRO science weekly email
http://www.csiro.au/services/is1t.html
Maths mailing lists
http://www.mathsnet.net/mec/
 

Monthly
Looking Up Autism monthly newsletter
http://www.lookingupautism.org:80/
Mindjet Insider
http://www.mindjet.com/us/
Complete the form at http://www.mindjet.com/us/newsletter.php?s=4
Zome
http://www.zometool.com/
Monthly newsletter
http://www.zometool.com/newsletter.html
 

DISCLAIMER
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services, products and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Website, Information Pack or Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.

 

Kind regards,  Jo Freitag

Gifted Resources 

Office

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd

Croydon Vic 3136

Phone (03) 9724 2452

 

Postal address

PO Box 229
Croydon                                                       
Victoria 3136

Phone (03)9876 1349 

 

Website www.giftedresources.org  

Email Jo Freitag jo@giftedresources.org
Newsletter e-mail contributions@giftedresources.org  

 

