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GIFTED RESOURCES NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2007 No 2 
Welcome to the Gifted Resources Email Newsletter. 

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), or change your subscription options, from this address. 

You can also read the newsletter online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you would like included in our newsletter please email contributions@giftedresources.org 

GIFTED RESOURCES NEWS 

NEW OFFICE PHONE NUMBER 

During the holidays Luther College upgraded their phone system. 

Gifted Resources now has a direct line on 9724 2452 and you can leave voice mail there which I can receive at home via my email. 

WE HAVE MOVED 

Our family has just completed the move to 129 Wonga Rd Ringwood North. 

We were able to keep our home phone number (03) 9876 1349 

We were off-line for several days so I am just catching up now with the emails that came in during that time. 


NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
The primary email address will now be jo@giftedresources.org and the email address for the newsletter will be contributions@giftedresources.org 

The virtual.net.au addresses will be phased out 

RITCHIES IGA COMMUNITY BENEFITS
Gifted Resources is participating in the Ritchies IGA Community Benefits scheme. To give Gifted Resources benefit every time you shop for groceries ask at any Ritchies IGA for a Community Benefits card and nominate Gifted Resources Number 90417 

OUR WEBSITE - www.giftedresources.org 
Events have been added in the events section and additions to the Funding page 

There is a link to my Ednews interview from the About Us page 

There have also been additions made to my personal website http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/index.htm 

EDNEWS.ORG INTERVIEW - revised link 

Recently I was interviewed by email by Michael Shaugnessy of the American Education news website Ednews.org; which was quite an honour as most of the people he has interviewed previously have been PhDs and published authors. 
In the last newsletter I gave a link to the interview which had a Luther portal filter on it and required a password to view it. I am sorry! This link may be more helpful http://www.ednews.org/articles/7534/1/An-Interview-with-Jo-Freitag-of-Australia-Gifted-Resources-quotDown-Underquot/Page1.html 

The Gifted Resources Extension & Holiday Programs Newsletter will be sent out soon, in time for the 1st Term Holidays. Please email me details of programs you would like included to contributions@giftedresources.org 

GIFTED RESOURCES EVENTS

VISUAL SPATIAL LEARNERS – AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STARJUMP VSL LITERACY PROGRAM CD
Friday 25th May at 7:30pm.
Registration from 7.00pm
Centre for the Exceptional Learner, Luther College
Plymouth Rd. Croydon, Vic 3134

Presenter : Maxine Cowie

Maxine Cowie established Starjump – The Centre for Visual Spatial Learners in 1993. She began her study into this area in the early 80’s, when she was involved in Aboriginal Education on Cape York Peninsular. It was understood then that Aboriginal people were in fact gifted in the areas of visual spatial cognition and yet we had failed in our attempts to find a successful way to teach literacy to this group of children.
After a decade of involvement in Aboriginal & Islander Education, Maxine worked as a Special Needs Teacher in a rural community in Queensland. There she found 10-15% of non-indigenous students had similar difficulties with learning to read, write and spell. Many of these children were incredibly bright but simply could not learn easily in the classroom. It was during Maxine’s time working in that context, that she began to look for different solutions to these problems. 
Three years later she established Starjump in Melbourne and has been independently refining her understanding and practice of teaching literacy to visual spatial learners. As a consequence, she has developed a program, now available on CD, for students to work on in the classroom or at home. The program encompasses everything Maxine knows about the cognitive processing of visual spatial learners. It has proven to be very successful with the students she works with on a private basis. Now she wants to determine its usefulness in a classroom setting. 
Swinburne University Vice Chancellor Dr Barbara Van Ernst joined the Starjump steering committee last year and has initiated a pilot study to be conducted to formally evaluate the effectiveness of the Starjump, VSL-CD Literacy Program. Dr Arda Cunningham is supervising the project. The pilot study to gather preliminary data for analysis has just begun.
The Information Evening will give information for teachers and parents about Maxine’s work with Visual Spatial Learners and provide an Introduction to the VSL-CD Literacy Program 

Cost: $10

Booking essential. Phone (03) 9724 2452 and leave a voicemail message or email jo@giftedresources.org 

PLANNED GIFTED RESOURCES EVENT 

The Cheetah Analogy 

Watch the Website Events page for further details 

PARENT SUPPORT GROUPS 

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC. INC. 
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on Wednesday 4 April, 2 May, 7 June 

If you have suggestions for family activities, guest speakers, etc. for 2007 please phone or email Jennifer or Louise. 

PO Box 1279 
Croydon Vic 3136 
Contact Jennifer Grant 
Phone 9779 4218 
ijgrant@optusnet.com.au 
Louise Howe 
Phone 9801 2912 
louise_h@tpg.com.au 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK 

(Formerly Bayside Young Active Minds - BYAMS) 

Active network in Melbourne's south eastern region offering the following services to families with gifted children: 

* "Mini Minds" - weekly activities for preschoolers 

* "Primary Minds" - fortnightly activities for primary school aged children and their parents 

* "Teens & Tweens" - activities for teenagers and their parents each term 

* Information evenings with expert speakers covering issues relating to the gifted 

* Daytime and evening social events for parents to share their experience of parenting the gifted child 

* Comprehensive members library 

* Quarterly newsletter containing professional articles 

For further information visit www.giftedsupport.org 

or phone Carolyn (9576 5137) 

P.O. Box 2707 Cheltenham, 3192 

Email address is gifted-support@hotmail.com 

Gifted Support Network Term One Presentation
Alison Brown
Discipline with Dignity - One Step Ahead
Discipline strategies for gifted children
Tuesday 20th March, 7:45 - 9:30 pm. 
Southern Community Church of Christ Hall
Corner Chesterville Rd and Pine St, Cheltenham (Mel Ref 86 J1)

This parent information evening addresses the following issues:
• What sets gifted children apart
• Discipline - 10 Secrets to Success
• The “HOT” issues (parent perspectives)
• Where things can go wrong
• Discipline methods / Behaviour management
• Developmental / Cognitive issues
• Systems that work
• Self-esteem and happiness
Open to parents, teachers and anyone interested in gifted children.
Cost: $5 for members, $10 non-members. 
Bookings essential. 
Email Louise Broadbent or phone Louise on 9578 8068.

ACTIVE MINDS (was S.W.A.M.) WARRNAMBOOL 
President Carolyn Jennings 03 55620915 cpjen@bigpond.com 

Vice President Warwick Price 03 55603888 warwickp@brauer.vic.edu.au 

Secretary Andrea Sampson 03 55603888 sampsonsensei@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Lenny Brockmuller 03 55605624 

Public Relations Lucy Forster 03 55620420 glforster@aapt.net.au 

GIFTED @ CENTRAL 
http://www.araratcc.vic.edu.au/gifted@central/welcome.htm 

A foundation team of teachers, schools and supporting organization to improve options for gifted students in the Central Area of Victoria 

For details of proposed activities and contacts see the website. 

V.A.G.T.C. Inc 
Contact 

P O Box 132
Caufield South
Vic 3162 

Phone 0402 056 140 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/index.html 

DSNSG Defence Special Needs Support Group 
A support group for Australian Defence Force families who have members with 
special needs, including giftedness & talent. DSNSG provides support and 
information for Defence families posted throughout Australia and overseas 

Sarah Tuckerman dsnsggat@optusnet.com.au
Gifted & Talented Coordinator
Defence Special Needs Support Group
Phone contact 1800 037 674
www.dsnsg.org.au 

NSW Assoc. for Gifted and Talented Children Albury-Wodonga Support Group 

A recently formed group of parents who meet bi-monthly to share information related to the education of G & T children. 

For more information phone (02) 60591888 

THINKING AHEAD Western Australia
The Autumn program to be held April 18 – 20 at St Stephen’s School Duncraig has been finalised and can now be viewed on the website at Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.. Registrations are now welcome either by post or via the online registration form with secure payment. If you can’t see the Autumn program grid, you may need to Refresh the page. The navigation bars do take a short while to download but are all there and working as of Monday afternoon. The online registration form is also active and credit card payments with Paymate can now be accepted. I have also attached a flier for the program, please feel free to pass it on to others who may be interested. For those of you who like to plan ahead, the winter program will be held July 17 – 20 also at St Stephen’s School.
A new program for gifted and highly able adolescents……..
Planning is underway for the first Eureka Program for gifted adolescents which will (hopefully) run for 3 days in the first week of the July holidays. Some introductory information has been added to the Thinking Ahead website at Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. with more information to follow by the end of this term (along with a link on the navigation bar so it is easier to find). 
One Day Gifted Conference
The Making a Difference: Gifted Children in the Classroom one day gifted conference will be happening again, but a little later this year on 20th August. A great speaker has been lined up and as soon as it is all finalised details will be added to the website. 
2007 Edition of the Resource Book for Parents and Teachers in WA
I have just sold the last copy of the 2005 edition of the Resource Book for parents and teachers in WA. The 2007 edition will be available by the end of March and includes new competitions, resources and updated links. Prof Karen Rogers book “Reforming Gifted Education” is now also available from Thinking Ahead. Information about both of these resources can be found here Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.. 
HAWKER BROWNLOW CONFERENCES FOR 2007
4TH Annual Thinking & Learning Conference 

TEACHERS AT WORK 

8-10 MAY 2007 

The Heath Caulfield Racecourse Melbourne 

For full details see www.hbe.com.au/TAW.html 

or phone on +61 (3) 8558 2444. 

Dr Spencer and Laurie Kagan 
Australian Workshop Tour in April/May 2007. 
For information see www.hbe.com.au/kagan.html 
2007 NATIONAL HOME EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

Susan Wight and I will be presenting a session on Home Educating Gifted Children at the Victorian (Portsea) Conference in June 

For full details of all the dates, venues and speakers for this Conference see 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

REGISTRATION FOR HOME EDUCATION IN VICTORIA 
See http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/category/victorian-legal-situation/ for information on the current situation. 

See also http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/directions/edtrainreform-homeschool.htm#H2N4000AE 

Home Education Network (HEN) have updated their information sheets and have an insert about home schooling gifted children. It can be accessed from http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/files/heninfo0307.pdf 

FROM H.E.N. REGARDING HOMESCHOOLING REGULATIONS
The government has released the Regulatory Impact Study and the proposed Regulations. Public comment is invited. 
The full Regulatory Impact Statement (which covers all educational sectors) together with frequently asked questions for all sectors are available online on the DET website Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. Submissions may be made electronically to Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. and should be identified in the email subject line as ‘Regulations Submission’, or by hard copy, addressed to: 
Legislation Implementation
Regulations Submission
Department of Education
GPO Box 4367
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

All submissions will be treated as public documents. 
For further information, call the Department’s Legislation Implementation Unit on 9637 3207. Submissions close on Friday 30th March
HEN NOTE: 
These regulations are for public consultation, they have not yet taken effect. The new Education Act together with the regulations (following any changes decided upon as a result of the public consultation) is expected to take effect in June. Until then the old Education Act and Community Services Act still apply although there are provisions for people to register before they are legally required to do so if they so wish. 
For full details see Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
MINDFUL!
Wednesday and Friday ‘school’
Encouraging and developing autonomous learning
These groups provide support for gifted students, including the 2e, in their development of self motivated learning. Previous groups have shown just how capable gifted children are if they are allowed time and space to follow through on an idea. It is not a day off from school, the students work very hard! 

The atmosphere will support learning from peers, the constructive use of the world wide web, the use of interviews, books and other texts, experimentation and discussion.
Science 1 will focus on energy in its many forms: human, ’natural’, stored and atomic. 
The story of a story will delve into the tale of Macbeth. 
Weds: 25/4/07 - 16/5/07 Fri: 27/4/07 - 18/5/07 9:00 - 3:30 Science 1
Weds: 30/5/07 - 20/6/07 Fri: 1/6/07 - 22/6/07 9:00 - 3:30 The story of a story
Cost: Science 1 $140 The story of a story $110
Where - Wednesdays: Mindful! 381 Burwood Hwy, Burwood 
Fridays: Parkdale Church of Christ, 174 Como Parade West, Parkdale, 3195.
Book on (03) 9808 1460 AJxn@bigpond.com by end of term 1 please

MINDFUL!
Anne Jackson will be facilitating "Parenting gifted tweenies and beyond."
Do you know how to talk about careers, VCE/ENTER, boys/girls, driving, war,
hypocrisy, idealism?
Want to know how to cope? How to deal with the emotions, the sensitivities,
the perfectionism, the underachieving-ness, the "what-ever"s in your gifted
child. 
Come and talk with others in the same boat, work out answers that suit your
family, hear the theories, feel supported. Maybe even discover your gifted
child is normal - within a specific population of young people. 
Thursdays: 19/4, 26/4, 3/5, 10/5, @ 7:30 - 9:00
381 Burwood Hwy, Burwood, 3125 - (03) 9808 1460
$60 per person, $110 per couple
Please e.mail Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. or ring 9808 1460 to let me know you are
coming, then send full fee to 381 Burwood Hwy, Burwood 3125 by end of this
term. 

APTS and ASSETS OFF LEVEL TESTING
Registration for APTS and ASSETS 2007 is now open. You can register online or download the paper form and post it to GERRIC.
Registration closes 10th April, 2007. Tests will be run on Saturday 19th May, 2007. At some sites, testing will take place on Friday 18th May or Sunday 20th May.For full details see http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/stdt_apts.html
OUR GIFTED ONLINR CONFERENCES 

23-25 March, 2007 
Guest expert, Thomas G. West.
Thomas G. West is the author of the award-winning book In the 
Mind's Eye-- Visual Thinkers, Gifted People with Dyslexia and Other 
Learning Difficulties, Computer Images and the Ironies of 
Creativity. 

More information can be located at
http://www.krasnow.gmu.edu/twest/index.html 

To join Our Gifted Online Conferences and for further details see http://www.giftedonlineconferences.com/index.html 

Queensland Assosiation for Gifted &Talented Children 2007 Annual Conference
Mt Maria College Mitchelton Campus, Brisbane, Qld 24-25 March 2007
The principal speakers are:
Professor Roger Moltzen
Professor Roger Moltzen is Foundation Chair of the Department of Human
Development and Counselling at the University of Waikato, New Zealand. He
has a particular interest in developing talent across the lifespan.
Wilma Vialle
Director of Graduate Teaching, Faculty of Education, and Associate 
Professor of Educational Psychology, University of Wollongong, Wilma is the 2006
Eminent Australian Award recipient in the field of gifted education: 
Pink or Paris? Gifted and Asperger's.
Jen McVeity
A Churchill Fellow, 2006 Literacy Champion, international speaker and author
of 20 books, Jen created the renowned Seven Steps to Writing Success program
and will also address Creating Creative Kids - practical techniques to enhance and advance creativity in gifted writers and illustrators.
For full details see Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.
Convenor: Judith Hewton conference@qagtc.org.au 

CRITICAL AGENDAS CONFERENCE 21-22 MAY 2007 

LYNNE MACKENZIE-SYKES AND PAM BURTON 

How to Meet the Needs of Highly Able and Gifted Students
The International of Brighton, Bay St. Brighton 

Monday 21 May Lynne Mackenzie-Sykes
1. Dancing to a different drummer 

Cognitive complexity, Social and Emotional characteristics, Dabrowski's theories, Emotional Intelligence, Case studies 

2. Acceleration - Real life perspectives 

3. Advocacy - the challenge continues 

Value of teamwork, Powerful partnerships, Teachers as Facilitators 

Tuesday 22 May 2007 Pam Burton 

Planning Curriculum for Highly Able and Gifted Students 

Relevant curriculum models and practical processes to design and implement and assess effective curriculum to meet the needs of highly able and gifted students. 

Models to be developed include Renzulli's Enrichment Triad, Creative Problem Solving and Problem Based Learning 

For full details contact Critical Agendas 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Email Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Program enquiries Phone (03) 5229 3728 

I attended a similar Critical Agendas two day program presented by Pam Burton last year and enjoyed the experience immensely. I found it valuable because of the wealth of knowledge and experience of the presenter, the excellent copious handout materials and the opportunity for discussion between teachers as to the practical implications of the strategies we were discussing. 

Another P.D. opportunity to mark in your diaries is 
WiseOnes Annual Conference Friday 26th October.
The topics are yet to be decided but the sessions will be run as if they were WiseOnes lessons; so teachers can get the feel of participation in a gifted class. It promises to be challenging in pace, complexity and dealing with abstract principles to cover aspects of Intellectual, Moral and Social issues. 

For further details contact Pat Slattery 

Suite 17, 245 Thomas Street Dandenong Vic 3175 
Phone 03 9794 8258 
Email Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

DIMENSIONS PROGRAM 

BILLANOOK COLLEGE
Dimensions is the Enrichment and Extension Program at Billanook College
hold regular Parents Forums and you are welcome to attend.
Dimensions Parents Forum May 31, 7.30pm
"Discipline with Dignity - One Step Ahead"
Discipline Strategies for Gifted Children
Presenter: Alison Brown, Psychologist
"Discipline with Dignity - One Step Ahead" is an information seminar for
parents of gifted children, looking at ways in which we can fulfil our role
as parents, guiding and supporting gifted children in a positive, respectful
and dignified manner.

This parent information evening addresses the following issues:
* What sets gifted children apart
* Discipline - 10 Secrets to Success
* The "HOT" issues (parent perspectives)
* Where things can go wrong
- Discipline methods / Behaviour management
- Developmental / Cognitive issues
* Systems that work
* Self-esteem and happiness

RSVP Emma Cornish, Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. or call 9724 1158 

CHIP GEELONG 
CARTOONING WORKSHOP 23 June 2007
Bradfield Dumpleton renowned cartoonist is visiting Victoria for a week only and will present a workshop on Saturday 23 June 2007
Bradfield Dumpleton is a professional artist & creative mentor with skills in many areas of the Arts (cartoon art, graphic design, illustration, publishing, painting, music, performance & writing). He has over 20 years experience in freelance illustration & graphic design, and much of his work is focused on creative education, mentoring children & youth, and community arts projects.

Bradfield has been offering his dynamic hands-on cartoon-drawing workshops to children & adults of all ages for over 15 years. He has designed creative programs for schools, holiday programs, festivals, youth projects, gifted education & special education. His step-by-step approach, loaded with inspiration & humour, makes drawing fun & accessible for everyone no matter what their skill-level. Participants learn many so-called advanced techniques without even realising it; they're too busy enjoying themselves! 
This workshop is suitable for ALL AGES and you will need to bring pencils and a rubber.
Time: 10.00-1.00 (3 hours)
Place: Highton Primary School 
218 Roslyn Road.
Cost: $35
RSVP: 0407320043 sleawood@bigpond.net.au 

The National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) 
54th Annual Convention 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
November 7-11, 2007.
The theme of the conference is "Igniting Ideas and Innovations in Gifted Education." .
The NAGC Convention program is divided into a number of strands, or
topics of interest, which are generally related to NAGC's 14 content
area divisions. In addition to these fourteen areas, this year there is
a strand focused on math and science as well as a New "International"
strand for presenters residing outside the United States. This
"International" strand was created to provide a more international
appeal to the conference 
Del Siegle, NAGC Conference Program Chair 

For further details see 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

Piirto Pyramid of Talent Development 

http://personal.ashland.edu/~jpiirto/Piirtopyramid.htm 

EngQuest
http://www.engquest.org.au/WhatsEngQuest.aspx 

TurnItIn 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 

National Library of Virtual Manipulatives 

http://turnitin.com/static/home.html 

Carnegie Mellon's Open Learning Initiative 

http://www.cmu.edu/oli/ 

Monash Short Course Centre
http://www.shortcourses.monash.edu.au/ 

Box Hill TAFE Short Courses 

http://www.bhtafe.edu.au/ShortCourses/index.htm 

Bigger head, smarter baby?
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=76895 

USA National Memory Championship 

http://usamemorychampionship.com/ 

Radio National 40 hour Drought
http://www.abc.net.au/water/stories/s1861082.htm 

Games (thanks to Anne Jackson for sending me these- I am spending far too much time playing but there are some really good ones!) 

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. 
'sprout' 
http://jayisgames.com/archives/2007/02/sprout.php 

'fields of logic' 

http://jayisgames.com/archives/2007/01/fields_of_logic.php 

''twinoo - which side of your brain is dominant?' 

http://jayisgames.com/archives/2005/03/twinoo.php 

'word sandwich' 

http://jayisgames.com/archives/2006/03/word_sandwich.php 


DISCLAIMER 

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services, products and websites which could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Website, Information Pack or Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 

Kind regards, Jo Freitag 

Gifted Resources 

Office 

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner 

Luther College 

Plymouth Rd 

Croydon Vic 3136 

Phone (03) 9724 2452 

Postal address 

PO Box 229
Croydon 
Victoria 3136 

Phone (03)9876 1349 

Website www.giftedresources.org 

Email Jo Freitag jo@giftedresources.org
Newsletter e-mail contributions@giftedresources.org 

