TESTIMONY TO THE VALUE OF GIFTED RESOURCES

GIFTED RESOURCES ACTIVITY REPORT 2006

During 2006 Jo Freitag /Gifted Resources has

Organised and presented a full day Giftedness in Early Childhood Seminar on May 27 2006

The Centre for the Exceptional Learner

Luther College, Plymouth Rd. Croydon Victoria 3136

Saturday 27 May 2006 9.30 am – 4.30pm

PRESENTERS
· Judy Parker - Identification, assessment and procedure for gaining early entry to school 

· Lesley Sword - Social / emotional aspects, intensity and sensitivity 

· Anne Grant, Melbourne University Early Learning Centre and Boorai Gallery - Intellectual and creative stimulation for young children 

· Ann Johnson, Senior Nurse Educator O’Connell Family Centre - Sleep problems for gifted children 

· Nella Arthur, Community Development Manager, Playgroup Victoria Importance of Playgroups and Jo Freitag Importance of Parent support groups 

· Light Lunch and Morning/Afternoon Tea provided.
Presented Film Discussions on the films Little Man Tate and Top Kid.  

Presented at Conferences, Expos and Workshops for Tasmanian Assoc. For Gifted and Talented Inc, Gifted Resources Guest Speaker Series, Eastwood Primary School and S.W.A.M. (Students with Active Minds) Warrnambool

Provided PD on resources for Gifted Education to teachers, Gifted Ed and Learning Needs coordinators and service providers.

Hosted guest speakers Sally-Anne McCormack, Janette Phelan and Alison Brown

Provided a venue for committee meetings for Maroondah Gifted Children’s Parents’ Assoc. Inc 

Supported Starjump Special Education for Visual Spatial Learners in the presentation of 3 Day Intensive workshops for Visual Spatial Learners and Information Sessions on Visual Spatial Learners presented by Maxine Cowie.

Developed and maintained the website for Gifted Resources 

http://www.giftedresources.org and produced the website in CD format 

Written and distributed by email 19 issues of the Gifted Resources Newsletter and 3 issues of Gifted Resources Newsletter Extension and Holiday programs 

Housed, maintained and circulated part of the V.A.G.T.C. Inc. Library (297 volumes)

Housed, maintained and circulated Gifted Resources Library (712 volumes)

The catalogues can be seen online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/grlibrary.html 

Updated the Gifted Resources Information Pack 

http://www.giftedresources.org/web/infopacks.html 

Provided information and resources for homeschooling families and those contemplating commencement of home schooling

Attended and spoken at meetings and submitted written submissions relating to home education and changes to Victorian Education Act legislation relating to home education

Provided information and resources for teachers and parents during personal consultations, by phone and by email.

GIFTED RESOURCES NEW WEBSITE STATISTICS 

Since June 2006 an average of 440 unique visitors per month have made 1,924 visits to a total of 13,928 pages on Gifted Resources website. 

The visitors were mainly from Australia, closely followed in number by United Sates. Visitors also came from China, Ukraine, European Union, Taiwan, India, Greece, Canada, Netherlands, Switzerland and Hong Kong 

They came to the websites directly from entering the address or from their own bookmarks, from Google, MSN and Yahoo searches and from links on other websites.
TESTIMONIES AND THANKS FOR GIFTED RESOURCES

“Jo Freitag is the Australian Mrs. Hoagies”

Dr Linda Silverman

Gifted Development Center 

Denver, Colorado

“Since undertaking the role of Education Officer for Gifted and Talented in Catholic Education Office Melbourne I have taken great advantage of the service provided by Jo Freitag of “Gifted Resources”. Jo’s breadth and depth of knowledge in the area of gifted education have made her an excellent resource upon which I have become dependent. I have been pleased to be able to refer my colleagues to “Gifted Resources” (or should I say to Jo) on numerous occasions receiving very positive feedback as a result.
Jo has helped me to locate and acquire a number of resources at very short notice. This is in addition to her providing access to a wide range of resources available from Gifted Resources.
Jo has become a valued colleague and trusted friend who provides a specialised and very accessible service to teachers, parents, students and a variety of professionals in the field of Gifted Education.”
Rosemary Churches
Education Officer

Gifted and Talented Students

Catholic Education Office Melbourne

92670305

It is my pleasure to endorse the service provided by Jo Freitag's Gifted Resources. This remarkable service has proven to be an invaluable source of information, books, teaching and materials. Jo has also been an assiduous organiser of activities and speakers. Her online newsletter provides a remarkably thorough overview of anything and everything that is available and reachable for the high-potential learner and their often long-suffering families. 

In particular Jo's work breaks down the isolation so many parents feel. Gifted Resources deserves our support and I wish you every success to continue serving a very under-recognised but needful group in our community. 

Dr Glenison Alsop 

Psychologist 

Board Member, The CHIP Foundation 

Senior Fellow, The University of Melbourne

Dear Jo

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you for your wonderful work with Gifted Resources. Your Programs and Newsletter provide excellent information for professionals, parents and students.

I always distribute the information to my clients and they comment about the value of having all the information collated and presented in your newsletter.

Jo, your enthusiasm, energy and untiring services to the gifted community needs to be recognized and acknowledged. Thank you Jo and I hope Gifted Resources will continue to flourish in the years ahead.

Yours sincerely,

Lynne Mackenzie-Sykes
Director
Australian Gifted Network

“I have known Jo Freitag for several years. Jo is a very committed person and most generous in giving her time, space and finances to assist gifted children. There is nothing like having them yourself to grow in understanding of their multiple and varied needs.
Jo has attempted over the years to set up a resource open to all who need it. She has faced innumerable, serious challenges in doing so. Her perseverance in the face of adversity has been an example to us all. As we heard at the Gifted 2006 Conference in Fremantle, we are not working in a popular area, finance will never flow freely for our work so people like Jo who are generous with their time and effort will always be our most valuable resource.
I congratulate Jo on her achievements and hope that this show will be used by everyone for the benefit of the children for whom it is difficult to make adequate provision. Have a great time together.”
Pat Slattery
WiseOnes

“Thank you Jo. 

You put a lot of time and effort into this newsletter every month and I wonder how many people actually let you know their appreciation . 

Thank you, thank you, thank you.” 

Claudine Berman. 

WiseOnes
“I would like to thank Gifted Resources for their support of
the Dimensions Program at Billanook College over the past two years”.

Emma Cornish 

Dimensions Program Billanook College 

Mooroolbark Victoria

Dear Jo 

Thank you so much for forwarding your newsletters to me which I in turn forward or print out and put into my parents' folder. Your newsletters are full of interesting information. Carry on this good work, I certainly appreciate it. 
Kind regards 

Rosemarie Burnton
Dear Jo 

I do look forward to getting your newsletter. It keeps me up
to date with what is going on in the local field of giftedness.
Marie Lockyer
Tutor of GLD students
Student of Masters of Gifted Education Monash University

Can’t attend the event this evening but wanted to say that I really value the information provided by the newsletter. I was given the details of the newsletter last year and I subscribed then. Information like this for gifted and highly able children is hard to come by and it is great to have it provided by e-mail every month. Thank you very much.
Mary Edwards

Once again, many thanks for the great service you offer to the gifted community. 

Warm Regards, 

Carolyn 

Gifted Support Network

