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“TSUNAMIS IN THE SANDPIT”
Social, Emotional and Cognitive complexities
 of Gifted Children


(An Information Seminar for Parents & Teachers)

Gifted children display thought processes, social interactions and emotional responses well beyond their years, and often in far greater proportion than would be expected. A simple play date in the sandpit can escalate to tsunami levels within minutes – literally or figuratively! Advanced cognitive skills and an intense knowledge base could lead to a 4 year old creating their own version of a “sandpit tsunami” complete with excess water and major destruction! More figuratively, however, a tsunami in the sandpit is also possible on an emotional level. Advanced cognitive skills, reasoning ability and heightened emotional intensity set gifted children apart. Regular social situations and interactions with other children often result in misunderstandings, frustrations or angry outbursts. Understanding the way in which gifted children differ socially, emotionally and cognitively can better equip parents to meet their needs, and to ‘calm the storms’ when things become difficult.
This parent information seminar addresses the following issues:

· What sets gifted children apart from their peers?

· Heightened intensities

· Social and emotional needs of gifted children

· Tips for making and keeping friends

· Problem solving / decision making / negotiating

· Expectations and perfectionism

· Recognizing and challenging their intellectual curiosity

· Practical suggestions and activities for parents and teachers

DATE:

Friday 20th February, 2009
TIME:

7.00 – 8.30pm
VENUE:
Luther College, Croydon
Alison Brown is a registered psychologist, an experienced teacher and a parent. She has presented at a number of state, national and international conferences in the areas of technology, gifted education, and psychology, and has provided extensive consultation and training programs to schools in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Switzerland and Germany. Alison brings experience from both an educational and psychological background.  Having taught for seven years at Methodist Ladies’ College, and worked as a school psychologist at Kincoppal-Rose Bay, Sydney, she has first-hand experience in recognising and catering for the social, emotional, and academic needs of students. Alison has been a committee member and Vice President of the Victorian Association for Gifted and Talented Children over six years. She currently runs a private practice in Melbourne, working particularly in the areas of parenting, counselling and gifted children.
(Email: alisonbrown@psychologyandchildren.com.au  
Phone: (03) 9824 6617 / www.psychologyandchildren.com.au)


TSUNAMIS IN THE SANDPIT (Parent & Teacher Information Night)

I / we wish to attend the Parent & Teacher Information Night given by Alison Brown on 20th February at 7.00pm at Luther College, Croydon
Names: 














Phone: 




 
Mobiles: 







Email: (for tickets) 












Number of people attending: 


      Cost: $--- per person 

              
Cash / Cheque / EFT
