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This month we have a second Gifted Resources Newsletter as 
I have received some important items which cannot wait until 
the November issue.  
A review of Sally-Anne McCormack’s new book Life with 
ANTs, the children’s companion book to her book Stomp out 
the ANTs has been added to the Gifted Resources blog at 
http://www.giftedresources.org/giftedblog/2012/10/11/living-
with-ants/  
The Feetspeak 2E shoes page on Gifted Resources website 
has been updated to include links to the resources and 
websites used as references. This was prompted by 
presenting Fine Focus webinars on the topic of ‘Which de 
Bono Action Shoes are best for a 2E student on Gagne’s 
DMGT Road?’ 
http://johart1.edublogs.org/2012/10/23/webinar-overviews-
edublogs-serendipity-de-bono-action-shoes-for-2e-students/   
It is also the first step in a general updating of the Gifted 
Resources site. In preparation for the webinar Sprite’s Site 
blog has included posts on de Bono’s 6 Action shoes 
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WHAT’S IN THE IN TRAY?       
 
These items have been received recently and can be found in the In Tray which is located on the 
Home page of Gifted Resources Website www.giftedresources.org  If you are not able to access the 
links here please go to the In Tray to access them.  
If you would like information included in the newsletter and/or the In Tray please send to 
contributions@giftedresources.org  

 

C.O.G.E. MASTER CLASSES 6 October 2012 WEBSITE 

CHIP GEELONG ROBOSOCCER 14 October 2012 PDF FLYER 

AUSTRALIAN GIFTED SUPPORT CENTRE CAMP GEMBROOK, VIC 19-21 October 2012 
WEBSITE 

NAGC UK It’s alright to be Bright week 20-27 October 2012 WEBSITE 
  

GLOBAL  CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted 
Education in SECOND LIFE  WEBSITE  Karen Bendelman (USA) 27 October 2012 

SEVEN STEPS WRITING WORKSHOP 31 October 2012 WEBSITE 

KIDS LIKE US & TRUGS Having fun and teaching struggling readers to read! 7-8 November 2012  
PDF FLYER   WEBSITE 

STEPPING STONES SOCIAL SKILLS PROGRAM 10-11 November 2012 PDF FLYER 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK Term 4 Parent Seminar 14 November 2012 WEBSITE 

MENSA AMC CAMP 16-18 November 2012  WEBSITE 

TAGT CONFERENCE Building connections 28-30 November 2012 WEBSITE 
  
VAGTC CONFERENCE  EmpowerEd for Giftedness 23-24 April 2013 WEBSITE 

ICTDE Turkey 25-28 September 2013 WEBSITE 
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GIFTED SUPPORT GROUPS 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK  
(Formerly Bayside Young Active Minds - BYAMS) 
Active network in Melbourne's south eastern region offering the following services to families with 
gifted children: 
* "Mini Minds" - activities for preschoolers 
* "Primary Minds" - activities for primary school aged children and their parents 
* "Teens & Tweens" - activities for teenagers and their parents each term 
* Information evenings with expert speakers covering issues relating to the gifted 
* Daytime and evening social events for parents to share their experience of parenting the gifted child 
* Comprehensive members’ library 
* Quarterly newsletter containing professional articles  
For further information visit www.giftedsupport.org  
P.O. Box 2808 Cheltenham, 3192  
Email address is admin@giftedsupport.org 
For the full program of Gifted Support Network activities see the excellent calendar of events 
at http://www.giftedsupport.org  
 

 
 

'THE BIG BANG COFFEE CLUB' 
The Big Bang Coffee Club meets on the first Monday of the month at 9.30am   (School and Public 
Holidays excepted) at: 
The Coffee Club  
Shop 49-50 
Moonee Ponds Central 
14-16 Hall Street 
Moonee Ponds  
3 hours of free undercover parking is available in the Moonee Ponds Central car park  
 
 

http://www.giftedsupport.org/
mailto:admin@giftedsupport.org
http://www.giftedsupport.org/


Contacts:  
Sally-Ann Free                                 Tina McCarthy 
sallyann.free@live.vu.edu.au           tina@tinamccarthydesign.com 
Mobile 0425 779 829 

 
MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC.   
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on the first  Wednesday 
of the month  
Postal address: 
c/- 13 Heathwood St 
Ringwood East Vic 3135  
Contact Jennifer Grant  
Phone 9779 4218  
ijgrant@optusnet.com.au 
Louise Howe Phone 9801 2912  
louise_h@tpg.com.au 

BELGRAVE PARENT SUPPORT GROUP 
Meetings generally monthly on Mondays 
Contact Heike Reich 
Phone (03) 9752 5420 
Email heikemagnus@yahoo.com.au  

CHIP GEELONG 
CHIP Family Support Group Geelong  
Contact  
Maura Donohue email mauradonohue@aapt.net.au 

CASTERTON AND DISTRICT AREA 
Catriona Hill would like to connect with other parents of gifted children in Casterton and District area 
Contact : Catriona Hill 
Phone (03)55812529 
Mobile 0419008734 
Email: antrim@netspace.net.au 
Web: http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/tallpoppysyndrome/ 

 
GIFTED RESOURCE AND INFORMATION GROUP - CASEY/CARDINIA  
For families with gifted children in Casey/Cardinia  
Contact 
Victoria Poulos 
Phone 0420 286 307 
Email victoriapoulos@gmail.com  
 
 
BADGER – BAIRNSDALE AND DISTRICT GIFTED EDUCATION REFORM 
Contact    
Email badger.org@aapt.net.au.   
Phone 0423 708 061   
 
 VICTORIA / NEW SOUTH WALES 
NSW ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED & TALENTED CHILDREN ALBURY/WODONGA SUPPORT 
GROUP 
Meets bi-monthly in Wodonga, Victoria, and welcomes parents & teachers of gifted children 
For information contact  
Secretary, Cathy Baillie (02) 6021 5913 

Phone: 02 60215913  
Assistant Secretary, Jeannie Bowen (02) 6021 2073 
website link http://www.nswagtc.org.au/albury-wodonga 
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NEWS FROM THE VAGTC 

 

 
 
 

ACT Gifted and Talented Local Support Group 
 
Feature Event: Guest Speaker Diana Whitton 

 

This event is designed for parents, teachers and interested persons 
 
Topic: Making the differentiated curriculum meaningful for gifted students 
When: Thursday 15th November. 7 - 9 pm. (please arrive from 6.45pm onwards for a 
prompt start at 7pm) 
Where: Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and Learning, 51 Fremantle Drive, Stirling ACT 
2611 
Parking: free parking is available onsite 
Cost: free 
Reservation of Place: to reserve a place please email actgifted@gmail.com with a name, 
email and contact phone number. A ticket receipt will be sent in reply. 

Making the differentiated curriculum meaningful for gifted students 
Too often we worry about the identification of a gifted student and not about the curriculum 
differentiation that should be developed to meet the needs of the gifted students. Through 
the examination of one school's policy to ensure gifted students' needs are met the 
curriculum differentiation will be analysed to see how the content, process, products and 
environment has been altered to challenge the students in their regular classroom. 

Dr Diana Whitton is an associate professor in education with responsibilities for teaching 
pre-service and in-service teachers in gifted and talented education, service learning and 
primary education. Following teaching in both England and New South Wales primary 
schools she took up an appointment at the University of Western Sydney.  
Throughout her teaching career she has studied various facets of education including: 
- teacher librarianship and children’s literature;  
- curriculum development;  
- creative arts;  
- service learning; and, 
- the education of gifted and talented children.  
Following the completion of two honours Master of Education degrees through Wollongong 
and Charles Sturt universities, Diana completed the doctoral program at the University of 
Connecticut. 

 

 



ACT Gifted and Talented Local Support Group 

Term 4 Coffee and Chat  

Where: Coffee Shop, Australian National Botanic Gardens, Clunies Ross Street, Acton, ACT  
When: 9.30am – 11.00am Friday 2nd November and Friday 30th November 2012  
Coffee and chat is open for anyone to attend. Parents can attend with young children and 
babies. Bring your questions or articles to discuss.  

Facebook Page Trial 

Do you feel the need to communicate about gifted more regularly? The ACT group has set 
up a Facebook page for interested parents. This is a trial to see if it is of use to people. If you 
wish to join the page please send an email to actgifted@gmail.com  

Elizabeth Singer 
Convenor 
October 2012 
actgifted@gmail.com 

Gifted Families Support Group 
PO Box 51 Miranda NSW 1490 
http://www.gfsg.org.au 

Gifted Families Support Group Incorporated is a not for profit group formed in 2012 by 

local Mums looking for more activities for their children. The group is designed to 

support families of gifted children.  

It is our goal to use our experience with our own children, coupled with invaluable advice 

from others on the gifted journey, to provide families with the support they need.  
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Gifted Families Support Group  
PO Box 51 Miranda NSW 1490 
http://www.gfsg.org.au 
 
 

 
 

        http://worldgifted2013.blogspot.co.nz/2012/10/cancellation.html  
 
For further news about the World Gifted Conference 2013 see  
WCGTC 2013 http://worldgifted2013.org/  
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From Pat Slattery 

WiseOnes Australia P/L 

The Victorian Government Inquiry into Gifted Education asked WiseOnes what we 
could provide for rural and smaller schools. We had started to look at this and had 
already researched some web conferencing services. We were too far ahead of our 
times then but now we can. I trialled 37 different service providers but all were set up 
to suit older people who could already read and write and use chat and be patient 
with delays. We needed a round table type conference with laughter and 
interruptions.. 

Using Cloud technology and browser based services we can now, a year later, 
provide for the six to twelve year olds face to face with audio and video in sync. We 
have modified the docs to pdf and the videos to flv to fit the reduced quality needed 
for the internet. That itself was a major job as we have so many resources for the 
faster learners. 

The new provision is called A Faster Group and the website is 
www.afastergroup.com.au. As this can be used globally we have changed the 
website colours to green and gold to promote this Australian initiative. Already 
children in schools in Victoria are enrolled fo 25th October. Already we have visited 
the schools from Mt Isa to Townsville telling them about our new service. The idea 
was very well received in these more remote places.  

I will be very happy to take sponsorship to pay the provider from any respectable 
sponsor who will pay the monthly fee as we try to keep the price down . We are 
parents of gifted children too.. We will even put a “sponsored by” logo on the 
website. What a way to celebrate our 15 years in Gifted Education! 

Pat 

Pat Slattery 
WiseOnes Australia P/L 
Dip Teach,B.Ed, B.Theol, COGE, AFACEL, MHIQS 
www.wiseones.com.au  

www.afastergroup.com.au  
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FROM DERRIN CRAMER 

November 20th 6.15 - 7.30pm 

at the Victoria Park Library  

 

The Beginner's Guide to Life on the Bright Side  

 

Do you have a bright child who is bored at school? A young child reaching milestones early? 

Come along to this talk by local author Derrin Cramer where you will learn a little about giftedness, 

the joys and challenges that are part of the ride and you begin your journey with chidlren on The 

Bright Side. There will be time for questions and copies of Derrin's book The Beginner's Guide to 

Life on the Bright Side will be available on the night.  

Contact the library for more information (or check the Thinking Ahead website closer to the event 

for more details) 

November 21, 28, December 5th 6.30 - 8.30pm  

A 3 Workshop series at the Academy of Inspiration, Subiaco  

Riding the Rollercaoster of GIftedness  

This series of 3 workshops will go into more depth on a number of topics covered in the initial 

Information Night with the Academy of Inspiration.  

Topics covered include Myth-conceptions, friendship and social issues, intensity and giftedness in 

families. We will also look at IQ testing, gifted children with learning difficulties and ways to turn 

giftedness into success.  

If you are unable to attend the first session you are still welcome to attend the workshop series. 

For more information and bookings go to  

http://www.theinspirationfactory.com.au/event/209-riding-the-roller-coaster-of-giftedness-3-wk-

workshop.html 

Thinking Ahead 

PO Box 171  
Como, West Australia, 6952 

E: info@thinkingahead.com.au 

W: www.thinkingahead.com.au  
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From Sue Larkey 

Dear Jo,  

 

Next week I am very excited to be running two new courses in Wheelers Hill, Melbourne 
 
Workshop 1 - Masterclass*: Tuesday 30th October 

*This course is aimed at people who have attended my workshops before and looking for 
new information and strategies. 
I have just finalised the course content and it will include: 
- 8 Ways to Improve Participation 
- DSM5- new criteria in 2013. What does it mean? 
- Executive Function- impact on Learning & Behaviour 
- Bullying & Teasing 
- Social Skills 
- 3 Step Behaviour Intervention 

 
Workshop 2 - Preparing for Success - Wednesday 31st October 

 
Anna Tullemans & Myself are running a VERY special day for teacher assistants, parents, 
carers and teachers new to Autism Spectrum. 
Anna is a parent of a son with Asperger's and is a wealth of knowledge on AS, having 
worked in schools and as a consultant. 
Anna will share insights into transition, tips for engagement, behaviour and more. 
 
There will also be an opportunity for me to address your BIGGEST challenges and 
concerns. 
I will also discuss 10 Key Strategies amongst other practical ideas and strategies. 
 
I hope to see you there. 
PLEASE pass this onto anyone who could benefit from one of these days 

 
 

Best Wishes 
Sue 
Education Events Pty Ltd, PO Box 20, Artarmon, NSW, Australia, 1570 
www.suelarkey.com  
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NEWS FROM GERRIC 

 

The Certificate of Gifted Education 

http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/for-educators/coge/  

Face to face in Sydney or Online 2013  

Applications Now Open! (PDF) (3 Mb)  

http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/media/File/COGE_2013_Brochure_.pdf  
 
Master classes 6 October 2012 
http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/for-educators/master-class/  
 

SPRITE’S SITE BLOG 

 
In preparation for the webinar Sprite’s Site blog has included posts on de Bono’s 6 
Action shoes  
Orange gumboots http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=3691  
Pink slippers http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=3702  
Grey sneakers http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=3710  
Blue formal shoes http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=3716  
Purple riding boots http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=3725  
Brown brogues http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=3733  
and also 
More shoes http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=3788 
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SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

 
NAGC UK It’s alright to be Bright week 20-27 October 2012 
http://www.itsalrighttobebright.com/ 
 

It’s alright to be bright 2012 activity booklet 
http://www.nagcbritain.org.uk/file_upload/iatbb/iatbb.pdf 
 
Kids Like Us 
http://www.kidslikeus.org.au/  
 
The ECHA Conference 
http://giftedphoenix.wordpress.com/2012/09/20/review-of-the-european-council-for-
high-ability-echa-conference-2012/  

#gtchat blog – Overexcitabilities of gifted adults 
http://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/2012/10/22/overexcitablilities-of-
gifted-adults/ 

Carrie Lynn Bailey Overexcitabilities and sensitivities 
http://counselingoutfitters.com/vistas/vistas10/Article_10.pdf  

Sharon Lind Overexcitability and the gifted 
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/overexcitability-and-the-gifted  

Steve Jobs Intensities and Overexcitabilities 
http://talentdevelop.com/5002/steve-jobs-intensities-and-overexcitabilities/ 

Gifted and Homeschooling Blogs from around the world 
http://www.giftedhomeschoolers.org/blogs.html  

Next stage  
http://www.nextstage-edu.com/2012/10/20/mass-exodus-why-gifted-students-have-
turned-to-homeschooling/  

Lisa Conrad Is there a place at the table for parents? 
http://giftedparentingsupport.blogspot.com.au/2012/10/is-there-place-at-table-for-
parents.html  

Cheetah Foundation News Fall Issue – at the table theme 
http://cl.publicaster.com/ViewInBrowser.aspx?pubids=9223%7c627%7c63871%7c79
41&digest=EzPi%2bOW4B%2fOs1wjVhx7Y3A&sysid=1 

The Wall Street Journal Conflicted over Gifted 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444734804578065011540940292.html  

Nicholas Colangelo retiring 
http://belinblank.wordpress.com/2012/10/17/the-silver-lining-of-25-years/ 
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Watch out for gifted people blogspot 
http://watchoutforgiftedpeople.blogspot.com.au/ 

Wordmania 
http://www.wordmania.com.au/ 

Mensa for kids Games 
http://mensaforkids.org/play_template.cfm 

New York Times Motherlode blog 
Against accelerating the gifted child - large number of comments 
http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/10/14/against-accelerating-the-gifted-
child/?smid=tw-nytimesstyle&seid=auto  

The advantages of acceleration 
http://www.giftedguru.com/  

Memrise 
http://memrise.com/welcome/  

Artisan of creative miracles 
http://artisanofcreativemiracles.blogspot.com.au/  

K12 Online Conference  
http://k12onlineconference.org/?page_id=1091  

A mindful approach to parent conflict (thanks to 2E newsletter for this link) 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/nancy-rappaport/parent-teacher-meetings-
_b_1938595.html  
 
Open dyslexic font 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-19734341 

It’s always done this way 
http://www.creativitypost.com/business/its_always_done_this_way 

Global Education Conference 
http://www.globaleducationconference.com/  
 
Game-on with BrainPop at Global Education Conference  
http://www.globaleducationconference.com/forum/topics/game-on-with-brainpop-at-
the-2012-global-education-conference  

Gifted Guru 10 top ways to annoy a gifted child 
http://www.giftedguru.com/?p=494 

Tips for parents: Intellectual Assessment of Exceptionally and Profoundly Gifted 
Children 
http://www.davidsongifted.org/db/Articles_id_10405.aspx 
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Peoplegogy – Svetlana Lucas MAGC 2012 presentation 
http://peoplegogy.blogspot.com.au/2012/10/svetlana-lucas-magc-2012-
presentation.html?spref=tw  

Laurie Westphal Let’s talk differentiation blog 
www.letstalkdifferentiation.com  
 
Joyful Latin learning 
http://joyfullatinlearning.wordpress.com/  
 
Joyful Latin Learning Tres Columnae Beyond pain and punishment ii 
http://joyfullatinlearning.wordpress.com/2012/10/02/beyond-pain-and-punishment-ii/  
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