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The Month of Maybe 

During the first week of each month the Facebook  
Brilliant Chaos group 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/brilliantchaosonline/   

issues a Creating Challenge. This month I have set 
myself the creating challenge ‘The Month of Maybe’ 
in which I will endeavour to do as many as possible 
of the things on my To Do List. I have made myself 
a Padlet sticky notes page at 
http://padlet.com/wall/zbanwzr95y to help me stay 
on track. 
In this issue of the newsletter you will find a report 
on the VAGTC EmpowerED conference and news 
of coming events. 
Sprite’s Site blog did not make the finals of the Best 
Australian Blogs competition; however I enjoyed 
participating.   
Sneh Roy’s Cook Republic 
http://www.cookrepublic.com/ was the overall 
winner of the competition. The winners of all the 
categories are announced here 
http://www.writerscentre.com.au/bloggingcomp/201
3competition.html 
Congratulations to all the winning blogs. 
And a big thank you for all the support and kind 
wishes Sprite and company received from our 
readers. We hope you will keep on visiting. 
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WHAT’S IN THE IN TRAY?       
 
These items have been received recently and can be found in the In Tray which is located on the 
Home page of Gifted Resources Website www.giftedresources.org  If you are not able to access the 
links here please go to the In Tray to access them.  
If you would like information included in the newsletter and/or the In Tray please send to 
contributions@giftedresources.org  
 

IRABINA CHILDHOOD AUTISM SERVICES Interactive workshop for parents Siblings of children with 
disability 8 May 2013 PDF FLYER 

IRABINA CHILDHOOD AUTISM SERVICES Interactive workshop for professionals Siblings of 
children with disability 8 May 2013 PDF FLYER 

IRABINA CHILDHOOD AUTISM SERVICES Sensory processing How it can impact on children with 
autism 10 May 2013 PDF FLYER 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK Parent Seminar with Mr David Southwick M.P. 20 May 2013 
WEBSITE 

IRABINA CHILDHOOD AUTISM SERVICES Introduction to behaviour management in children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders 20 May 2013 PDF FLYER 

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted 
Education in Second Life : Ian Warwick (UK) 25 May 2013  WEBSITE 

CHIP GEELONG FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP Robo Robotics 26 May 2013 PDF FLYER 

IRABINA CHILDHOOD AUTISM SERVICES A Dad'd journey with Roger Langsdon 29 May 2013 PDF 
FLYER 

GIFTED FAMILIES SUPPORT GROUP INC Ladies  Retreat 2013 PDF FLYER 

CHIP GEELONG FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP Art- Veronica O'Heir   23 June 2013 

QAGTC Challenge workshops 25-26 June 2013  WEBSITE 
 
GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted 
Education in Second Life : Joe Baker (Canada) 29 June 2013  WEBSITE 

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted 
Education in Second Life : Ellen D Fiedler 27 July 2013  WEBSITE 

CHIP GEELONG FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP Forensic science - Sarah Daniele 28 July 2013 

WORLD COUNCIL FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN 20th Biennial World Conference 
“Celebrating Giftedness and Creativity”  10-14 August 2013 WEBSITE 

IRABINA CHILDHOOD AUTISM SERVICES Autism masterclass with Michelle Garcia Winner 15-16 
August 2013 PDF FLYER 

http://www.giftedresources.org/
mailto:contributions@giftedresources.org
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file:///C:/giftedresources/gr/files/gfsgretreatjune13.pdf
http://www.qagtc.org.au/challenge-2013-workshops
http://www.gcgtc.com/events/virtual-events/
http://www.gcgtc.com/events/virtual-events/
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file:///C:/giftedresources/gr/files/irabinamay1301.pdf


GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted 
Education in Second Life : Catya von Karolyi (USA) 24 August 2013  WEBSITE 

CHIP GEELONG FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP Reptiles 25 August 2013 

TAG - Tasmanian Association for Gifted Igniting Talent: Toddlers to Teens Conference 6-8th 
September 2013 WEBSITE 

CHIP GEELONG FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP Insects 15 September 2013 

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted 
Education in Second Life : Grace Malonai (USA) 22 September 2013  WEBSITE 

ICTDE Turkey 25-28 September 2013 WEBSITE 

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted 
Education in Second Life : Lisa Van Gemert (USA) 26 October 2013  WEBSITE 

CHIP GEELONG FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP Ukulele 27 October 2013 

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted 
Education in Second Life : Lety Hahn (USA) 23 November 2013  WEBSITE 

CHIP GEELONG FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP Performing Art (Christmas party) 24 November 2013 

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted 
Education in Second Life : Roya Klingner (Austria) 14 December 2013  WEBSITE 

 
 

GIFTED RESOURCES INFORMATION PACK 
 
The hard copy of the Gifted Resources Information Pack is now ready. The hard copy Info Pack is a 
collection of brochures, pamphlets, articles and business cards from psychologists, education 
consultants, parent support groups and extension programs and information about conferences and 
events relating to giftedness. It is useful for support group libraries, office contact files and waiting 
room reading tables and situations where a computer is not available. 
The current pack contains approx 80 items including A4 sheets, A5 items, tri-fold brochures, business 
cards and bookmarks Cost of the pack is A$30.00 which includes the cost of postage.  
To order an Information Pack please email jo@giftedresources.org giving your name and postal 
address and I will put a pack with an invoice included in the mail for you. Packs will not be sent out on 
approval. http://www.giftedresources.org/giftedblog/2013/01/15/the-gifted-resources-info-pack-for-
2013/  
We are now developing a CD version of the pack which will be useful for situations where computer 
access is available and will be cheaper to post. 
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GIFTED SUPPORT GROUPS 
 
GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK  
(Formerly Bayside Young Active Minds - BYAMS) 
Active network in Melbourne's south eastern region offering the following services to families with 
gifted children: 

* "Mini Minds" - activities for preschoolers 
* "Primary Minds" - activities for primary school aged children and their parents 
* "Teens & Tweens" - activities for teenagers and their parents each term 
* Information evenings with expert speakers covering issues relating to the gifted 
* Daytime and evening social events for parents to share their experience of parenting the gifted child 
* Comprehensive members’ library 
* Quarterly newsletter containing professional articles  
For further information visit www.giftedsupport.org  
P.O. Box 2808 Cheltenham, 3192  
Email address is admin@giftedsupport.org 
For the full program of Gifted Support Network activities see the excellent calendar of events 
at http://www.giftedsupport.org  
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'THE BIG BANG COFFEE CLUB' 
The Big Bang Coffee Club meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 9.30am (School and Public 
Holidays excepted) at: 
The Coffee Club  
Shop 49-50 
Moonee Ponds Central 
14-16 Hall Street 
Moonee Ponds  
All are welcome.  
For newcomers: Moonee Ponds is well serviced by public transport. For drivers, free undercover 
parking for up to 3 hours is available at Moonee Ponds Central:  
Enter from Mt Alexander Road, Hall Street, or Homer Street. Park your car, go through the entrance 
doors and take the escalator to the top floor, where you will see Kmart, and it is a few doors down 
from there, on the corner (Adjacent to Hall Street). 
For more information please contact:  
Nicole Lawrence nicole_lawrence@mailcan.com Mobile 0413 754 278 

 
MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC.   
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on the first  Wednesday 
of the month  
Postal address: 
c/- 13 Heathwood St 
Ringwood East Vic 3135  
Contact Jennifer Grant  
Phone 9779 4218  
ijgrant@optusnet.com.au 
Louise Howe Phone 9801 2912  
louise_h@tpg.com.au 

BELGRAVE PARENT SUPPORT GROUP 
Meetings generally monthly on Mondays 
Contact Heike Reich 
Phone (03) 9752 5420 
Email heikemagnus@yahoo.com.au  
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://service.mail.com/callgate-6.66.3.0/rms/6.66.3.0/mail/getBody?folderId=40&messageId=MTImKPa1Wy89KL7Q1G9uAHVhZoUVtRgh&purpose=display&bodyType=html
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CHIP GEELONG 
CHIP Family Support Group Geelong  
Contact  
Maura Donohue email mauradonohue@aapt.net.au 

 

 

CASTERTON AND DISTRICT AREA 
Catriona Hill would like to connect with other parents of gifted children in Casterton and District area 
Contact : Catriona Hill 
Phone (03)55812529 
Mobile 0419008734 
Email: antrim@netspace.net.au 
Web: http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/tallpoppysyndrome/ 

 
GIFTED RESOURCE AND INFORMATION GROUP - CASEY/CARDINIA  
For families with gifted children in Casey/Cardinia  
Contact 
Victoria Poulos 
Phone 0420 286 307 
Email victoriapoulos@gmail.com  
 
 
VICTORIA / NEW SOUTH WALES - ALBURY/WODONGA AREA 
For information contact  
Cathy Baillie  
Phone: (02) 60215913 
  

mailto:mauradonohue@aapt.net.au
mailto:antrim@netspace.net.au
http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/tallpoppysyndrome/
mailto:victoriapoulos@gmail.com


Gifted Families Support Group 
PO Box 51 Miranda NSW 1490 
http://www.gfsg.org.au 

Gifted Families Support Group Incorporated is a not for profit group formed in 2012 by local Mums 

looking for more activities for their children. The group is designed to support families of gifted 

children. It is our goal to use our experience with our own children, coupled with invaluable advice 

from others on the gifted journey, to provide families with the support they need. Now taking 

expressions of interest for a Ladies Retreat to be held from Friday 14
th
 June to Sunday June 16

th
, 

2013!  

We will be heading up to the Blue Mountains for a time of relaxation, sharing and teaching. Gifted 

Families Support Group Inc. will be hosting and co-ordinating the weekend with the invitation 

extended to our members, friends and state contacts. Preliminary details as below: 

The approximate cost will be $450 per person, which will include accommodation and all meals 
from dinner on Friday night up until and including lunch on Sunday; Continental buffet 
breakfasts; buffet lunches; morning and afternoon tea; 2 course dinner on one night and 
Chinese Banquet on the other night. 

Programme will include 2 sessions presented by Denise Wood and a panel discussion (plus lots 
of mingling, talking time, trivia night, board games and the library to browse...) 

Twin share with ensuite in 5 star accommodation. 
Please note that we have both a minimum and maximum number of bookings.  
Can you please let me know if you are interested in attending the retreat (without obligation), so that 
we can progress with the arrangements. I would ask that you do this by Saturday 9

th
 of February. 

Following this date, the Committee will decide if we are able to commence with completing our 
booking of the venue. Your payment, should you then choose to book in, can be spread over the next 
couple of months (details will be outlined in the booking form). 
Kind regards,  
Melinda Gindy 
President 
GFSG Inc. 
mailto:info@gfsg.org.au  

 

 

 
   

http://www.gfsg.org.au/
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Gifted Resources Blog 
 
VAGTC EmpowerED for Giftedness Conference 
 

 
 
Last week I was very fortunate to be able to attend the VAGTC EmpowerEd for 
Giftedness conference which was held at CQ Function Centre Queens St Melbourne 
on Tuesday 23 and Wednesday 24  
The conference program can be read here 
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/sites/vagtc.asn.au/files/Program%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf. 
The main theme of the conference was differentiation and the keynote speakers 
were Susan Winebrenner from the US http://www.susanwinebrenner.com/ and 
Debbie Youd from Tasmania. It was wonderful to hear Susan Winebrenner speak as 
her books are favourites of mine and ones I often recommend. 
Susan Winebrenner’s opening keynote presentation was titled Compacting and 
Differentiation are Easy!  Her closing mini keynote was The most equitable way to 
provide gifted education services – The Schoolwide Cluster Grouping Model. 
The conference also saw the launch of the‘New opportunities for the gifted and 
talented directions paper’ 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/diversity/Pages/gifted.aspx  

This directions paper builds on the findings of the Victorian Parliament’s 2012 Inquiry 
into the Education of Gifted and Talented Students (the inquiry) by signaling a 
renewed focus on the needs of gifted and talented children and young people, their 
educators and their families. For the final report for the 2012 inquiry, see 
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/etc/inquiries/article/1341   

Jewel Topsfield wrote about this in The Age newspaper  
http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/political-news/more-state-schools-may-cater-for-
gifted-students-20130422-2iaqr.html  

David Southwick MP, chair of the Parliamentary Inquiry launched the ‘New 
opportunities for the gifted and talented directions paper’ and presented a 
conference session titled Unmasking Economic Potential of our Gifted Students in 
Victoria. 
 
 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/sites/vagtc.asn.au/files/Program%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf
http://www.susanwinebrenner.com/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/diversity/Pages/gifted.aspx
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http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/political-news/more-state-schools-may-cater-for-gifted-students-20130422-2iaqr.html
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Sarah Humphreys of ACARA spoke about newly added provisions for adjusting the 
National Curriculum to meet the needs of gifted students See 
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/  
Gifted and Talented  
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/StudentDiversity/Gifted-and-talented-
students  
Student diversity and the Australian curriculum 
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/StudentDiversity/Pdf/StudentDiversity  

A Parent Seminar was run in conjunction with the conference on the morning of 
Tuesday 23. At this seminar Dr Anne Grant spoke about research into giftedness in 
early childhood and the factors impacting the transition to school.  
Lynne Maher, the president of the Tasmanian Association for the Gifted, and her son 
Jonathan Geeves spoke about acceleration and the various types of acceleration 
which Jonathan had experienced. It was very helpful for the parents to hear about 
the social/emotional as well as the academics aspects of acceleration from the 
student’s point of view. 
Susan Winebrenner also spoke to the parents covering many topics including 
differentiating instruction for gifted students, perfectionism and an anecdote about 
the 12 Minute A. 

I also attended an excellent practical workshop presented by Andrea Blake and Kylie 
Graham titled Differentiating for Gifted Learners within an Inquiry Framework , a 
session presented by Christine Ireland titled Making differentiation work for gifted 
students: strategies, options and pitfalls and a session presented by Mark Smith 
describing the provisions for gifted and talented students at Macedon Grammar 
School titled Using Differentiation to Build Classroom Engagement and Uncover 
Student Talent 

Conference participants were also treated to a display of fencing by Gabriel Spano 
and Sam Gilfillan  of VRI Fencing Club https://www.vrifencing.com/   organised by 
Kayt Spano and Dr Zoltan Vilagosh directors of Fencing Victoria 
http://www.sportingpulse.com/assoc_page.cgi?assoc=3825&pID=1    
Kayt describes fencing as ‘physical chess’ and says that it can be a sport for gifted 
students which builds physical co-ordination and strength while appealing to their 
mental strategic and problem solving skills. 

 
 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/StudentDiversity/Gifted-and-talented-students
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/StudentDiversity/Gifted-and-talented-students
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There were also performances of Ave Maria and Gloria by singers from Salesian 
College, music from Mary McKillop College Leongatha, hip hop dancers from Damm 
School of Dance http://www.daamdance.com.au/   
http://www.daamdance.com.au/news.html  and the songs "Don't write us off" and "If 
you could see the world through my eyes" written and performed by twice 
exceptional students from Kids Like Us http://www.kidslikeus.org.au/  
 
A Tribute to Professor John Geake was given by Jonah Oliver and the book 
Explorations in mind A collection of articles by John Geake edited by Wilma Vialle 
was launched 

 
 
At the Conference Dinner life membership of the VAGTC was conferred on Christine 
Ireland in recognition and appreciation of her excellent commitment, contributions 
and service to the VAGTC and gifted education over many years. 

 
I enjoyed the experience of participating in the conference which ran very smoothly 
and catching up with friends and colleagues and also meeting and learning from so 
many people who are passionate about the education of gifted students. 

 
Sprite’s Site Blog 
Sprite’s Site blog was nominated in the Australian Writers’ Centre Best Australian Blogs 
2013 competition; so I wrote a series of posts which showcase the blog. Last month I told 
you about the first 11 posts in the series. Since then I have written another 6 posts. 
http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=4296  
http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=4302  
http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=4308  
http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=4316  
http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=4323 
http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/blog/?p=4334  
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SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

 
Sprite’s Site blog Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/spritessite  
 

HEN Home Education Network Legal update 
http://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/2013/04/02/legal-update/  

VAGTC EmpowerED conference program 
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/sites/vagtc.asn.au/files/Program%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf  

Vic Parliamentary Inquiry white paper 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/diversity/Pages/
gifted.aspx  

The Age newspaper 
http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/political-news/more-state-schools-may-cater-for-
gifted-students-20130422-2iaqr.html  

ACARA 
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/  
 
ACARA Gifted and Talented  
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/StudentDiversity/Gifted-and-talented-
students  
 
ACARA Student diversity and the Australian curriculum 
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/StudentDiversity/Pdf/StudentDiversity  

Gifted Phoenix The Limited Accessibility of Gifted Education Research 

http://giftedphoenix.wordpress.com/2013/04/18/the-limited-accessibility-of-gifted-
education-research/  
 

Gifted Parent blog 
http://www.giftedparent.org/2013/05/finding-self-through-another-role-of.html  
 
NAPLAN Disability Adjustment Scenarios 
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/school-support/adjustments-for-students-with-
disability/disability-adjustments-scenarios.html#_Toc287867532  
 
NAPLAN Test Administration Authorities Contacts 
http://www.nap.edu.au/contacts/contact-test-administration-authorities.html 
 
Cybraryman’s Autism page  
http://www.cybraryman.com/autism.html 
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Gifted Homeschoolers Forum Educators guide to gifted children 
http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/educators-guide-to-gifted-children/  

Venture Lab Creativity Course from Stanford Uni  
https://venture-lab.org/creativity  

A J Kajewski Along for the ride blog – Creativity Course week 1 
http://mrsski.edublogs.org/2013/04/25/creativity-course-week-1/  

World Council for Gifted & Talented conference Kentucky 
http://worldgifted2013.org/  

From my chair blog Depression in gifted people is no ordinary depression 
http://verlin-frommychair.blogspot.ie/2010/07/depression-in-gifted-people-is-no.html  

Brian Housand Gifted Education a new hope slideshare 
http://www.slideshare.net/brianhousand/gifted-education-in-the-21st-century  

Sir Ken Robinson on You Tube Education is about exploring 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG4uQ2gHyO4 …  

About a bugg blog 
http://aboutabugg.com/  

The Penguin on There should be a sign blog 
http://shellity.blogspot.com.au/2013/04/the-penguin.html  
 

Byrdseed Gifted 10 Social and Emotional Needs of Gifted 
http://www.byrdseed.com/10-facts-about-social-emotional-needs-of-the-gifted/  

GT Chat The Transformative power of Twitter with Cybraryman Jerry Blumengarten 
http://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/  

Scientific American Profiling serial creators 
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/beautiful-minds/2013/04/22/profiling-serial-
creators/  

 The Coffee Klatch Special Needs Radio 
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/thecoffeeklatch  

Little Stars Learning blogspot – higher numbers and preschoolers 
http://www.littlestarslearning.blogspot.com.au/2013/04/higher-numbers-
preschoolers.html  

Adverts pulled after backlash 
http://m.theage.com.au/business/media-and-marketing/adverts-pulled-from-tv-after-
public-backlash-20130430-2iqa1.html  
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http://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/beautiful-minds/2013/04/22/profiling-serial-creators/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/beautiful-minds/2013/04/22/profiling-serial-creators/
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/thecoffeeklatch
http://www.littlestarslearning.blogspot.com.au/2013/04/higher-numbers-preschoolers.html
http://www.littlestarslearning.blogspot.com.au/2013/04/higher-numbers-preschoolers.html
http://m.theage.com.au/business/media-and-marketing/adverts-pulled-from-tv-after-public-backlash-20130430-2iqa1.html
http://m.theage.com.au/business/media-and-marketing/adverts-pulled-from-tv-after-public-backlash-20130430-2iqa1.html


TED Talk Massimo Banzi Arduino Open sourcing imagination 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoBUXOOdLXY&feature=youtu.be  

Dr Michele Borba How to talk to kids about tragedy 
 http://www.micheleborba.com/blog/2013/04/16/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-the-
newtown-school-shooting/  

Texas teacher toolkit 
http://www.texaspsp.org/toolkit/GT_Teacher_Toolkit.html  
 
Dr Anne Grant 
http://voice.unimelb.edu.au/volume-8/number-2/managing-giftedness-early-childhood  
http://unimelb.academia.edu/AnneGrant  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NC2tcFpM98  
 
 
 
 
 
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
 
You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would 
like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at 
http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 
 
If you have been given a printout copy and would like to subscribe to the newsletter but are not able 
to receive email attachments you can read this newsletter online at 
http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html  
You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), unsubscribe or change your 
subscription options, from this address. 
If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you 
would like included in our newsletter please email  contributions@giftedresources.org 
 
DISCLAIMER 
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites that could be of 
interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or 
guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 
 
Kind regards, Jo Freitag 
Gifted Resources 
Postal 
89 Third Ave 
Rosebud 
Victoria 3939 
Phone (03) 5981 2439 
Website: www.giftedresources.org 
Email: jo@giftedresources.org 
Newsletter: contributions@giftedresources.org 
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