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January has flown past and now we are in back to 
school mode. I have been busy updating my contacts 
page in the Service Locator and calendar sections of 
Gifted Resources website.  
Several of the Gifted Program providers have sent me 
information about the programs they will be offering in 
Term 1 for inclusion in this newsletter.  
 
 

During January I also updated the Columbus Cheetah, 
Myth Buster series in preparation for webinars and 
Global GT chat on Twitter with posts on Sprite Site’s 
blog and made a page for them on Gifted Resources 
website  at 
http://www.giftedresources.org/gr/columbuscheetah.htm  
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WHAT’S IN THE IN TRAY?       
 
These items have been received recently and can be found in the In Tray which is located on the 
Home page of Gifted Resources Website www.giftedresources.org  If you are not able to access the 
links here please go to the In Tray to access them.  
If you would like information included in the newsletter and/or the In Tray please send to 
contributions@giftedresources.org  
 

GIFTED FAMILIES SUPPORT GROUP Mum's Dinner 16 February 2014 WEBSITE 

VAGTC TWILIGHT SEMINAR Paul Double Running a gifted program in your school 18 February 2014 WEBSITE 

THE COLUMBUS GROUP Asynchronous Development Conference Albuquerque 20-21February  2014  

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 22 February  2014 - Dr. Mary Bruck (USA) WEBSITE 

GIFTED FAMILIES SUPPORT GROUP Parent/Teacher Seminar Fiona Smith and  
Dr Minh Nguyen-Hoan   3 March 2014 WEBSITE 

VAGTC TWILIGHT SEMINAR Carmel Meehan 4 March 2014 WEBSITE 

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK Term 1 Seminar Dr Susan Nikakis 20 March 2014 WEBSITE 

NEW ZEALAND ASSOC FOR GIFTED CHILDREN 2014 Conference - Passion for Learning 21-22 March 2014 
WEBSITE 

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 29 March  2014 - Dr. Monita Leavitt (USA)  WEBSITE 

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 26 April  2014 - Cynthia Z Hansen (USA) WEBSITE 

GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 24 May 2014 - Dr. Bonnie Cramond (USA) WEBSITE 
 
GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 28 June 2014 - Dr. Jude Matyo-Cepero (USA) WEBSITE 
 
GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 26 July  2014 - Josh Shaine (USA) WEBSITE 
 
GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 23 August  2014 - Dr. Brenda George (USA) WEBSITE 
 
GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 27 September  2014 - Dr Susan Nikakis (Australia) WEBSITE 
 
GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 25 October  2014 - Rosnick Karen (USA) WEBSITE 
 
GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 22 November  2014 - Dr. Gillian I. Eriksson (USA) 
 
GLOBAL CENTER FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN Global Virtual Meeting for Gifted Education in 
Second Life : 13 December  2014 - Roya Klingner (Austria) 
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http://www.gcgtc.com/events/virtual-events/
http://www.gcgtc.com/events/virtual-events/
http://www.gcgtc.com/events/virtual-events/
http://www.gcgtc.com/events/virtual-events/
http://www.gcgtc.com/events/virtual-events/
http://www.gcgtc.com/events/virtual-events/


GIFTED SUPPORT GROUPS 
 
GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK  
(Formerly Bayside Young Active Minds - BYAMS) 
Active network in Melbourne's south eastern region offering the following services to families with 
gifted children: 
* "Mini Minds" - activities for preschoolers 
* "Primary Minds" - activities for primary school aged children and their parents 
* "Teens & Tweens" - activities for teenagers and their parents each term 
* Information evenings with expert speakers covering issues relating to the gifted 
* Daytime and evening social events for parents to share their experience of parenting the gifted child 
* Comprehensive members’ library 
* Quarterly newsletter containing professional articles  
For further information visit www.giftedsupport.org  
P.O. Box 2808 Cheltenham, 3192  
Email address is admin@giftedsupport.org 
For the full program of Gifted Support Network activities see the excellent calendar of events 
at http://www.giftedsupport.org  
 

 
 
 
'THE BIG BANG COFFEE CLUB' 
The Big Bang Coffee Club meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 9.30am (School and Public 
Holidays excepted) at: 
The Coffee Club  
Shop 49-50 
Moonee Ponds Central 
14-16 Hall Street 
Moonee Ponds  
All are welcome.  
For newcomers: Moonee Ponds is well serviced by public transport. For drivers, free undercover 
parking for up to 3 hours is available at Moonee Ponds Central:  
Enter from Mt Alexander Road, Hall Street, or Homer Street. Park your car, go through the entrance 
doors and take the escalator to the top floor, where you will see Kmart, and it is a few doors down 
from there, on the corner (Adjacent to Hall Street). 
For more information please contact:  
Nicole Lawrence nicole_lawrence@mailcan.com Mobile 0413 754 278 

http://www.giftedsupport.org/
mailto:admin@giftedsupport.org
http://www.giftedsupport.org/
http://service.mail.com/callgate-6.66.3.0/rms/6.66.3.0/mail/getBody?folderId=40&messageId=MTImKPa1Wy89KL7Q1G9uAHVhZoUVtRgh&purpose=display&bodyType=html


MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC.   
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on the first  Wednesday 
of the month  
Postal address: 
c/- 13 Heathwood St 
Ringwood East Vic 3135  
Contact Jennifer Grant  
Phone 9779 4218  
ijgrant@optusnet.com.au 
Louise Howe Phone 9801 2912  
louise_h@tpg.com.au 

BELGRAVE PARENT SUPPORT GROUP 
Meetings generally monthly on Mondays 
Contact Heike Reich 
Phone (03) 9752 5420 
Email heikemagnus@yahoo.com.au  
 

CASTERTON AND DISTRICT AREA 
Catriona Hill would like to connect with other parents of gifted children in Casterton and District area 
Contact : Catriona Hill 
Phone (03)55812529 
Mobile 0419008734 
Email: antrim@netspace.net.au 
Web: http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/tallpoppysyndrome/ 

GIFTED RESOURCE AND INFORMATION GROUP - CASEY/CARDINIA  
For families with gifted children in Casey/Cardinia  
Contact 
Victoria Poulos 
Phone 0420 286 307 
Email victoriapoulos@gmail.com  

CHIP GEELONG 
CHIP Family Support Group Geelong  
Contact  
Maura Donohue email mauradonohue@aapt.net.au 

GIFTED FAMILIES SUPPORT GROUP 

 

mailto:ijgrant@optusnet.com.au
mailto:louise_h@tpg.com.au
mailto:heikemagnus@yahoo.com.au
mailto:antrim@netspace.net.au
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GFSG now have an excellent email newsletter Thought Space which is freely 
available. For details see www.gfsg.org.au  

They also have a Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/GiftedFamiliesSupportGroupInc 

 

 

http://www.gfsg.org.au/


WISE ONES BENDIGO AND CASTLEMAINE AREA 
 
The WiseOnes program for fast learners is now available as a support to schools, students 
and families in the Bendigo area. Dr Karen Ward, a local artist and educator, has taken on a Licence 
to introduce and offer the program in Bendigo and Castlemaine. We have made an initial visit to 
several schools indicating that they can now offer students a cost neutral, no fuss, gifted program that 
has been operating in Melbourne for 16 years. 

The WiseOnes program is based on research in gifted education, is multidisciplinary, fast paced, 
more complex and different. It challenge thinking, it provides a place for like minds to meet and big 
ideas to flourish. This type of program has been shown as second only to acceleration as a 
statistically effective provision for the gifted child. Children from Year 1 to 8 can have appropriate 
learning opportunities in a fast group where they feel at home. 

 All children are assessed, at no fee, with recognized tests for potential, not necessarily achievement, 
since a few have a disability as well as advanced ability and some have learned to underachieve or 
hide for peer acceptance. Some are hard to recognize without testing. They are the most in need of 
such a program. Parents are the most successful at identifying the potential of gifted children. 

Contact karenwardartist@gmail.com for more information. 

 

FROM MARK COLLARD  
 
Hello Jo,  
How are you, I hope you’ve had a great year, and enjoyed a bit of break over Xmas. 
I figure you are putting together an Info Pack for 2014. 
My online resource of group games and activities continues to grow and grow, with 240+ activities 
featured within the database now. I would be happy to add a link to playmeo.com in your 2014 Info 
Pack if you see this is valuable to your various members. You may wish to highlight the ability to 
create a Free account which will give them unlimited access to all of the designated free activities. 
As for flyers, I still don’t produce any, so a link to playmeo.com would be the best option for you. 
Thanks for your support. I wish you all the best for the New Year. 
 

Cheers, Mark Collard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:karenwardartist@gmail.com
http://playmeo.com/
http://playmeo.com/


GIFTED RESOURCES INFORMATION PACK  

Gifted Resources is an Information Services for parents, teachers and service providers for gifted 
people regardless of their educational setting. See the website at www.giftedresources.org to get an 
idea of the sort of information provided. 
For many years I have been compiling the Gifted Resources Info Pack. 
It is a collection of brochures, pamphlets, articles and business cards from psychologists, education 
consultants, parent support groups and extension programs and information about conferences and 
events relating to giftedness and to gifted and twice exceptional students. 
The contents of the pack vary from time to time to reflect the currency and availability of the 
information. 
Inclusion of material in the pack does not necessarily imply that Gifted Resources endorses the 
service or its suitability to meet the readers’ particular needs. 
The most recent pack contained A4 sheets, A5 items, tri-fold brochures, business cards, bookmarks, 
fridge magnets and samples of software. 
It is now time to compile a new set of Information Packs for 2014. 
Please could you be so kind as to send 20-50 of your most current brochures, flyers, catalogues, 
price lists business cards etc. for inclusion in Information Packs and to be collected by visitors. 
Also if you have your information in digital or website form, please could you email me the details or 
the website address to the email address? 
There is no charge for inclusion of your materials in the information pack. 
 
 

 
Born to Soar is an online learning environment for gifted and highly able children. Experienced 
teachers Carolyn Giles and Sharyne Rankine share the leadership and write all the courses. Carolyn 
is an award winning specialist teacher who works part time in a school and as an educational 
consultant for gifted students. Sharyne's experience is most recently in leadership as a Head and 
Deputy Principal in two independent schools. We both passionately believe that every child’s natural 
gifts and talents should be nurtured and created Born to Soar to meet the needs of children who need 
to be challenged to achieve their potential.  
 
 The premise behind Born to Soar is simple. We have written courses that cover a range of disciplines 
and are predicated to the Australian Curriculum. They generally last for 4 weeks. Parents can enrol 
their child to work from home, or schools can select 5 highly able (often cross aged) students. It’s as 
easy as choosing a course, enrolling and joining the class of like-minded learners. The teacher is able 
to be seen via video link in real time which enables her to guide and direct the class. Once a course is 
chosen the teacher meets twice a week with home students, and once per week for school based 
programs.  

Sharyne Rankine 
Director 
Born to Soar Pty Ltd 
www.borntosoar.com.au 
info@borntosoar.com.au 

 

http://www.giftedresources.org/
http://www.borntosoar.com.au/
mailto:info@borntosoar.com.au


 
 

2E Newsletter http://www.2enewsletter.com/  
I often learn of valuable articles and links via Mark Bade’s 2E Newsletter and he finds items included 
in Gifted Resources newsletter of interest.  
This was in his From Other Newsletters section last month 

 

 

http://www.2enewsletter.com/


 

 

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 

Gifted Education 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/diversity/Pages/gifted.aspx  

SEAL Schools 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/diversity/Pages/giftedprogram.as
px  

Making a difference for young gifted and talented children 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning/Pages/gtmakedifference.aspx  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/diversity/Pages/gifted.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/diversity/Pages/giftedprogram.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/diversity/Pages/giftedprogram.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning/Pages/gtmakedifference.aspx


 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 

G.A.T.E.WAYS PROGRAMS TERM 1 2014 
Welcome back to a new school year. G.A.T.E.WAYS is looking forward to providing some 
great program opportunities for our young gifted and talented children. 
By the end of the term G.A.T.E.WAYS will have a new website and will introduce online 
enrolments and payments. 
The Brainwaves Clubs – ENROLLING NOW 
The Brainwaves Club operates at venues in Brighton, Ivanhoe and Taylors Lakes. Children 
take out a semester (8 club meetings) or annual membership (16 club meetings), and meet 
on a fortnightly basis on a Saturday afternoon. The first club meeting is on March 1st.  The 
following clubs are offered and parents can enrol directly with G.A.T.E.WAYS: 
 
 

 
 
 
Journeys 
These 10 hour / 4 session programs are run in host schools during school time throughout 
the Melbourne metropolitan area. In Term 1, programs for children from Year 1-6 will be 
offered at: 
 St Thomas the Apostle PS, North Greensborough; Footscray City PS; Fitzroy PS; Gladesville 
PS in Kilsyth; Donvale PS; Chirnside Park PS and Mentone Park PS. 
Participation in these programs is by teacher selection. 
 
On Locations 
In recognition that much learning takes place out of the regular classroom, G.A.T.E.WAYS 
has partnered with many organisations to devise and run one and two days programs in 
various locations.  In Term 1, On Location programs for Years 3-6 will be offered at: 
The Australian Synchrotron; Art Centre Melbourne’s Digital Learning Hub; The Australian 
Centre For the Moving Image; The National Gallery of Victoria and Werribee Zoo. 
Participation in these programs is by teacher selection. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

The Eureka Program 
This two-day day program, (one day for lower primary and one day for upper primary), runs 
throughout Term 1 throughout the Melbourne metropolitan area and interstate.  
The following schools will host the program: 
Mentone Park PS, Tintern Schools; St Clement’s PS in Bulleen; Brunswick South West PS and 
Mountain Gate PS 
The theme for Term 1 is ‘Great Questions in Science’. Children participate in 3 related 
workshops over the course of the day. 
Participation in these programs is by teacher selection. 
 
So You Want To Be a Leader 
Once again G.A.T.E.WAYS will run the very popular series of upper primary leadership days 
over the course of 2014. The first program will run on April 10th and 11th at City Cite, Level 
12, 474 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 
Parents can enrol their children in these programs directly. 
 
For detailed information on all of these programs see www.gateways.edu.au  
 
 

**************************** 
FROM ANNE JACKSON AT KIDS LIKE US 

 
It is really exciting – after months of saying we need a property we have one!! 

Kids Like Us Australia Ltd will commence operation from 21 Bay Road, Sandringham from 
7.00 am on 28th January 2014.  All appointments, teaching, counselling, groups, art therapy, 

playgroup etc. will now run out of the Bay Road building – NO WHERE else! 

You will be informed the days/times of your individual appointments tomorrow (if you have 
already contacted us about 2014) but I just wanted to share this news with you. Look for the 
banners in the windows, come and check us out ……… 

Many thanks to Catherine for her unfailing support and organisation abilities, I couldn’t have 
done this past year and found such a wonderful ‘hub’ without her. The dreams of KLU are 

coming true………annej 

 

"The students we work with need to be counselled, parented and taught differently" 

 
Anne Jackson 
Counsellor, advocate and teacher 
M.Ed (Gifted), M.Ed (Special Education), PG Dip. Counselling 
Mobile: 0409172078 
Email:  anne@kidslikeus.org.au 
Skype:  ajxn-eeyore 
Web:   www.kidslikeus.org.au 

http://www.gateways.edu.au/
mailto:anne@kidslikeus.org.au
http://www.kidslikeus.org.au/


 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 



SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES 

 

 

 
  

 

Gifted Homeschoolers Forum first Blog Hop for 2014 starts on 17 February  
http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/  

Conscious parenting and natural learning conference 
15-18 February 2014 
http://www.consciousparentingnaturallearning.net.au/  

Deborah Ruf What to do next series 
http://www.talentigniter.com/series/TalentIgniterSeries1-WeKnowOurChildIQ.pdf  
 
http://www.talentigniter.com/series/TalentIgniterSeries2-
TheOtherAchievementGap.pdf  

Gifted Adults 

Gifted for life 
http://giftedforlife.com/contact/  

SENG Fostering adult giftedness 
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/fostering-adult-giftedness-acknowledging-
and-addressing-affective-needs-of-gifted-adults   

Authentic life 
http://www.authenticlifecounselling.com/gifted_adults.html  

Gifted Adults Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/535312539819834/  

http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/
http://www.consciousparentingnaturallearning.net.au/
http://www.talentigniter.com/series/TalentIgniterSeries1-WeKnowOurChildIQ.pdf
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http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/fostering-adult-giftedness-acknowledging-and-addressing-affective-needs-of-gifted-adults
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Gifted Adult Network 
http://giftedadultnetwork.com/  

Personalized learning 
http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/personalized-learning/  

Five things parents of 2e kids want teachers to know 
http://maternallychallenged.typepad.com/maternally_challenged/2012/10/five-things-
parents-of-2e-kids-want-teachers-to-know.html  

Derrin Cramer 
http://derrin-thebrightside.blogspot.com.au/2013/01/welcome-to-wonderful-and-
challenging.html  

Gifted and arrogant: What does "Sherlock" reveal about giftedness? 
http://giftedchallenges.blogspot.com.au/2014/01/gifted-and-arrogant-what-does-
sherlock.html 

A study in hope BBC Sherlock, parents & gifted/2e kids 
http://redwhiteandgrew.com/2014/01/29/a-study-in-hope-bbc-sherlock-parents-gifted-
kids/  

What about Watson? BBC Sherlock, parents and raising an emotionally intelligent 
child 
http://redwhiteandgrew.com/2014/01/31/what-about-watson-bbc-sherlock-parents-
and-raising-an-emotionally-intelligent-child/  

Gifted challenges blogspot 
http://www.giftedchallenges.blogspot.com.au/  

Monsters University as a parable for Gifted Education 
http://parentingtheory.wordpress.com/2014/01/03/monsters-university-as-a-parable-
of-gifted-education/  

On abeam of light 
http://www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2013/12/30/on-a-beam-of-light-albert-
einstein-radunsky/  

Inkscape 
http://www.inkscape.org/en/  

Moving man 
http://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulation/moving-man  

Krissy Venosdale 6 fantastic finds in fonts 
http://venspired.com/?p=6052  

The art of Andres Amador 
http://www.andresamadorarts.com/ 
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Ido Kedar Ido in Autismland 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-c1-autismland-20131222-
dto,0,7512437.htmlstory#axzz2qU1sbRP8  

VCE Extended Investigations 
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/extendedinvestigation/ExtendedInvestiga
tionSD.pdf  

Intersectionality – a fun guide by Miriam Dobson 
http://miriamdobson.wordpress.com/2013/04/24/intersectionality-a-fun-guide/ 
 
 

The Elephant in the Room Diversity Trainings 
http://theelephantintheroomdiversitytrainings.org/  
 
 
 
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
 
You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would 
like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at 
http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 
 
If you have been given a printout copy and would like to subscribe to the newsletter but are not able 
to receive email attachments you can read this newsletter online at 
http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html  
You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), unsubscribe or change your 
subscription options, from this address. 
If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you 
would like included in our newsletter please email  contributions@giftedresources.org 
DISCLAIMER 
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites that could be of 
interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or 
guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs. 
Kind regards, Jo Freitag 
Gifted Resources 
Postal 
89 Third Ave 
Rosebud 
Victoria 3939 
Phone (03) 5981 2439 
Website: www.giftedresources.org 
Email: jo@giftedresources.org 
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