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Ah, November! It is the month when men grow moustaches for
Movember, ladies bring out their best hats for the Spring racing

carnival days and some brave souls attempt to write a complete
novel in the month with NaNoWriMo.

| will not be doing any of those things but November will still be a
busy month with summing up of the past year, preparations for
Christmas and planning for 2015.

| have already written the Gifted Resources Activity Report for
2014 and you can read it in this newsletter along with news of
coming events and links to interesting blogs and websites.




WHAT’S IN THE IN TRAY?

These items have been received recently and can be found in the In Tray which is located on the
Home page of Gifted Resources Website www.giftedresources.org If you are not able to access the
links here please go to the In Tray to access them.

If you would like information included in the newsletter and/or the In Tray please send to
contributions@qiftedresources.org

CHIP Family Support Group Geelong Inc.
End of year “Christmas Cooking” workshop at location TBA with Jenn Anderson from Little Wren
Cookery School 30 November 2014

11th INTERNATIONAL DABROWSKI CONGRESS Canmore, Alberta, Canada 24- 26 July 2014
WEBSITE

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK Term 3 Seminar with Penny Willoughby 31 July 2014 WEBSITE
GERRIC Parenting course 13-14 September 2014 WEBSITE

VAGTC Conference Melbourne Gifted Education Essentials: Tools for Putting Theory into Practice
Practical ideas and effective teaching strategies for achieving student potential. 21- 22 May, 2015

OFF THE CHARTS! Columbus Group Symposium New Zealand 13 - 14 April, 2015

http://spritessite.wordpress.com/2014/10/29/dogqy-classroom-dynamics/



http://www.giftedresources.org/
mailto:contributions@giftedresources.org
http://dabrowskicongress.com/
http://www.giftedsupport.org/news.php#event309
https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/about-us/gerric/for-parents/gerric-parent-course/
http://spritessite.wordpress.com/2014/10/29/doggy-classroom-dynamics/

GIFTED SUPPORT GROUPS

GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK

(Formerly Bayside Young Active Minds - BYAMS)

Active network in Melbourne's south eastern region offering the following services to families with
gifted children:

* "Mini Minds" - activities for preschoolers

* "Primary Minds" - activities for primary school aged children and their parents

* "Teens & Tweens" - activities for teenagers and their parents each term

* Information evenings with expert speakers covering issues relating to the gifted

* Daytime and evening social events for parents to share their experience of parenting the gifted child
* Comprehensive members’ library

* Quarterly newsletter containing professional articles

For further information visit www.qgiftedsupport.org

P.O. Box 2808 Cheltenham, 3192

Email address is admin@giftedsupport.org

For the full program of Gifted Support Network activities see the excellent calendar of events
at http://www.qgiftedsupport.org

'THE BIG BANG COFFEE CLUB'

The Big Bang Coffee Club meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 9.30am (School and Public
Holidays excepted) at:

The Coffee Club

Shop 49-50

Moonee Ponds Central

14-16 Hall Street

Moonee Ponds

All are welcome.

For newcomers: Moonee Ponds is well serviced by public transport. For drivers, free undercover
parking for up to 3 hours is available at Moonee Ponds Central:

Enter from Mt Alexander Road, Hall Street, or Homer Street. Park your car, go through the entrance
doors and take the escalator to the top floor, where you will see Kmart, and it is a few doors down
from there, on the corner (Adjacent to Hall Street).

For more information please contact:

Nicole Lawrence nicole lawrence@mailcan.com Mobile 0413 754 278

MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC.
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on the first Wednesday
of the month

Postal address:

c/- 13 Heathwood St

Ringwood East Vic 3135

Contact Jennifer Grant

Phone 9779 4218

ijgrant@optusnet.com.au

Louise Howe Phone 9801 2912

louise_h@tpg.com.au

BELGRAVE PARENT SUPPORT GROUP
Meetings generally monthly on Mondays
Contact Heike Reich

Phone (03) 9752 5420

Email heikemagnus@yahoo.com.au



http://www.giftedsupport.org/
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CASTERTON AND DISTRICT AREA

Catriona Hill would like to connect with other parents of gifted children in Casterton and District area
Contact: Catriona Hill

Phone (03)55812529

Mobile 0419008734

Email: antrim@netspace.net.au

Web: http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/tallpoppysyndrome/

GIFTED RESOURCE AND INFORMATION GROUP - CASEY/CARDINIA
For families with gifted children in Casey/Cardinia

Contact

Victoria Poulos

Phone 0420 286 307

Email victoriapoulos@gmail.com

CHIP GEELONG

http://www.chipgeelong.ingeelong.com.au/?page id=38

CHIP Family Support Group Geelong

http://www.chipgeelong.ingeelong.com.au/?page id=12

Future events for details see http://www.chipgeelong.ingeelong.com.au/?page id=63
Contact

Maura Donohue email mauradonohue@aapt.net.au

Parent Seminar: Gifted and Talented Children in the
West - 19 November

Please consider attending the inaugural gifted information evening in

Williamstown. Guest speakers include Dr S. Nikakis and Mr A. Dorrisa, gifted
education specialists from the Catholic Education Office Melbourne, and Mr J.
Sheedy, Principal, St Mary’s Williamstown. In addition to the seminar, consideration
will be given to the creation of a Western Chapter of Gifted Support Network.

7:30 - 9:00pm, Wednesday, 19 November (free entry)

St Mary's Primary School Hall

118 Cecil Street, Williamstown

RSVP/questions to Simon by email: williparentnight@yahoo.com

GIFTED FAMILIES SUPPORT GROUP (NSW)
http://afsg.org.au/

For coming events and activities see
http://gfsg.org.au/whats-on/4583307471
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Parent/Teacher Seminar _%;

Olivia Jackson presenting on:

Executive Functioning and Sensory Processing

Clivia gained the gualifications BAppSc{OT) and MHthSc{OT) through The University of Sydney, and hasworked as a
paediatric Occupational Therapist for the past 25 years. She has experience in both Community Health and Disability
Services, and has managed her own private practice for the past 10 years. In additionto face-to-face clinical work Olivia is
also currently contracted by Sydney CEO to provide professional development and up-skilling to school staff in the Catholic
Education systermn. Inthisrole, and throughout her career, Olivia has presented many education sessionsto parent groups,
education staff {both school and early childhood) and other health professio nal groups, including Psychologists. Olivia has
experience in a broad range of areasincluding deficits of executive functioning, and has a special interest in self regulation
and sensory processing and the impact difficultiesin these areas can have on everyday performance. Her focusison the

functional and practical, working in line with evidence based practice to achieve maximum benefits for each individual.

Olivia's presentation for GFSG Inc. will focus on both executive functioning and sensory processing, and will include
information regarding definitions of both terms, means of diagnosisfidentification, and strategies for management and

support, all in a gifted context. It promisesto be a very interesting and informative night - please save the date:

Monday 3rd November, 7:00-9:00pm

Venue to be advised. Cost: GFSG members $20, teachers $25 and other non-members $30

For booking information closer to the time keep an eye on our website and facebook page.

"Hi I'm Kathleen, and I'm creating a group for home educators of gifted and twice
exceptional (gifted + disability) kids in Melbourne. A place where families can meet
up and talk, swap ideas and learn information about gifted/2e kids and home
education. A place where our kids can play and get to know other gifted/2e kids who
are also home educating.

If you are thinking about home educating your gifted/2e child, you are welcome to
come too!

Contact me at yellow.readis@gmail.com or phone on 0411 019 555"



mailto:yellow.readis@gmail.com

VAGTC
http://www.vaqtc.asn.au/

Annual General Meeting - POSTPONED TO NOVEMEER 18TH
Sep 18th, 2014

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the VAGTC AGM will MOW be held on Tuesday
NOVEMEER 18TH at Camberwell Grammar School at 6pm. &l Welcome.

Mominations for elected positions to be received by Tuesday 11th November, 2014,

Gifted Education Essentials: Tools for Putting Theory into Practice REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

hu 21 - 22 May 2015

The VAGTC is proud to host a two day conference for educators entitied ™ Gifted Education Essentials:
Tools for Putting Theery into Practice.”

The VAGTC Conference will be held on Thursday 21st May - Friday 22nd May.
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS EMD 315T DECEMBER 2014

Time: 9.00am - 4.00pm
Venue: CQ Function Centre

Contact: infolorax (@vagtc.as.au

[
Tools for Parenting the Gifted Child...Ask the Experts
21 May 2015

Whether you are the parent of a pre-schooler, or a primary or secondary aged gifted child this parent
session will be ideal for you.

Come aleng armed with all the questions you ever wanted to ask!

This moderated session will include a panel of experienced educators from Early Childheod, Primary and
Secondary seftings, plus an Educational Psychologist.

This session will give parents the epportunity to explore some common themes and issues in gifted

education.
Time: 11.00am - 12.45pm
Venue: CQ Function Centre - 113 Queen Street, Melbourne

Contact: infolorax @vagtc. asn.au



http://www.vagtc.asn.au/

GIFTED RESOURCES ACTIVITY REPORT 2014

During 2014 Jo Freitag /Gifted Resources has:

Continued to undertake project work with Borderlands http://www.borderlands.org.au/

Developed and maintained the website for Gifted Resources http://www.giftedresources.org
and Jo Freitag’s website http://www.qgiftedresources.org/jo/

Written and distributed by email Gifted Resources Newsletter and Gifted Resources Newsletter
Extension and Holiday programs

Maintained the Gifted Resources library, updated the catalogue and circulated library books by post.
Updated the Gifted Resources Information Packs.

Provided information and resources for teachers and parents during personal consultations, by
phone, using Skype or Blackboard Collaborate webinars and by email

Provided information and resources for homeschooling families and those contemplating
commencement of home schooling

Presented on Jo Hart’'s Edublogs Fine Focus Columbus Cheetah Myth buster in January and
February 2014
http://johartl.edublogs.org/2014/02/11/edublogs-webinar-overviews-janfeb-2014/
http://johartl.edublogs.org/2014/03/02/edublogs-webinar-overviews-feb-2014/

Presented at the first OZeLive online conference 22-23 February 2014
http://giftedresources.wordpress.com/2014/02/28/ozelive-reflections-2/
Was a guest expert on Twitter #gtchat On 1 March 2014
http://giftedresources.wordpress.com/2014/04/05/quest-on-twitter-gtchat/

Presented at the Community Connect webinar 27 March 2014
http://giftedresources.wordpress.com/2014/03/28/community-connect-webinar/

Presented on a Q& A panel to a group of teachers and designed a page One Page to Tell to
summarise important issues
http://giftedresources.wordpress.com/2014/04/28/one-page-to-tell/

Presented at Jo Hart’'s Edublogs Fine Focus (14/15 May 2014) — “One page to tell about giftedness”

Participated in RSCON 5 in July 2014
http://giftedresources.wordpress.com/2014/08/07/rscon-5-july-2014/

Provided resources and prayer support for mentors from All Saints Rosebud with St. Katherine's
McCrae http://www.rosebudmccrae.melbourneanglican.org.au/ serving in the Kids Hope Aus
program http://www.kidshopeaus.org.au/

Was invited to exhibit at Gifted Networking Expo but was not able to attend
http://giftedresources.wordpress.com/2014/09/16/featured-flyer-2/
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Developed a Persona Doll for Sprite
http://giftedresources.wordpress.com/2014/10/12/persona-dolls/
http://spritessite.wordpress.com/2014/10/13/could-sprite-be-a-persona-doll/
http://spritessite.wordpress.com/2014/10/30/sprite-as-a-persona-doll/

Participated in online conferences, webinars and weekly Twitter global #gtchat sessions
http://www.txqgifted.org/gtchat

http://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/

Participated in Jo Hart’s Edublogs Serendipity and Fine Focus webinars http://johartl.edublogs.org/
Participated in Australia eSeries webinars https://australiaseries.wordpress.com/

Updated the Gifted Resources blog http://qiftedresources.wordpress.com/ and Sprite’s Site blog
http://spritessite.wordpress.com/ which were both nominated for the Sydney Writers’ Centre Best
Australian Blogs competition

Participated in Gifted Homeschoolers Bloggers Forum Blog Hops
http://qiftedhomeschoolers.org/blog-hops/

Participated in Hoagiesgifted Blog Hops
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/blog_hops.htm

Participated in the Brilliant Chaos Group on Facebook monthly creating challenges
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/brilliantchaosonline/doc/253263591368971/
http://www.qiftedresources.org/jo/creatingchallenge.htm

Participated in 52 Illustrations Challenge Group on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/418616991575037/
http://www.qiftedresources.org/jo/52illustrations.htm

Participated in INKtober 31 Group on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1463633423897107/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=0a.1472995212960928&type=1

Posted a daily My Sky Twitter Bird picture http://www.giftedresources.org/jo/mysky.htm

Jo Freitag
Gifted Resources
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International Gifted Conference

http://gagtcconference.com.au/

Brisbane, Australia March, 2015.

QAGTC, in association with AAEGT and IRATDE are please to announce a combined
conference held in Brisbane, Australia next March, 2015.

Queensland Association for Gifted and Talented Children Inc

Australian Association for the Education of the Gifted and Talented

International Research Association for Talent Development and Excellence

Conference call for papers

The conference committee would like to extend an invitation to all interested researchers, educators
and practitioners to submit a conference abstract, around the theme of "llluminating the Spectrum
of Giftedness and Talent Development" for consideration.

The conference will have a special focus on the spectrum of different types of giftedness (e.g.
intellectual, creative, artistic, social and emotional, and physical and perceptual giftedness) and the

range of different approaches to gifted education and talent development.

We will be hosting researchers, teachers, school leaders and administrators, a variety of practitioners,

parents, and students from diverse backgrounds and countries.
We look forward to the opportunity of adding your voice to this important international event in 2015

http://gagtcconference.com.au/
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International Conference : 19th - 21st March, 2015

Ml umna g Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre
RS ~ South Bank, Brisbane, Australia
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In this issue:

1) Extension to abstract submission deadline to accommodate
northern hemisphere timelines. NEW DEADLINE: 20th November, 2014

International Mathematics Education Conference
Catania 2015

The 12" International Conference of the Mathematics Education for the Future
Project in Montenegro, Sep 2014, was attended by 174 people from 29 countries.
The next conference will be held near Catania, Sicily, from Sep 16-21, 2015 at a
beautiful hotel next to the sea. The conference title, Mathematics Education in a
Connected World, continues our search for innovative ways in which mathematics,
science, computing and statistics education can succeed in our increasingly
connected world. Our twelve previous conferences since 1999 were renowned for
their friendly and productive atmosphere, and attracted many movers and

shakers from around the world.

We now call for papers and workshops (which can be peer reviewed) with the
possibility of future publication in a book or journal. Please email Alan Rogerson
at alan@cdnalma.poznan.pl for all details and updates.

Dr. Alan Rogerson

D.Phil (Oxon), M.Sc., B.Sc., B.A. (Lon), Dip.Ed. Cert. Ed. (Cantab).
Chairman of the International Program Committee

Co-ordinator of the Mathematics Education for the Future Project


mailto:alan@cdnalma.poznan.pl

Aspect Positive

Behaviour Support Y

autism
spectrum

AUSTRALIA

Positive Behaviour Suppoﬂ- Norkskop

For Parents and Carers of Children and Young Adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder
(see aligibility criteria below)

Aspect Victoria is pleased to offer our highly successful, contemporary, evidence-based three (3) day
Autism specific Positive Behaviour Support Workshop in the Eastem Region of Yictoria,

Mare than 1200 families hawve participated in Aspect's Positive Behaviour Support workshops across Australia. Post
waorkshop evaluations showed an effectiveness of the warkshops, with participants reporting decreases in challenging
hehaviours and increases in confidence and capacity to support their children and young adults.

Where: Upwey Community Hall, Sherbrooke Family & Children’s Centre
1443 Burwood Highway, Upwey VIC

When: Monday 101" - Wednesday 12" November 2014

Time: 9:30am 2:30pm (3 15am for Registration)

Cost: FREE (Tea, coffee & hiscuits provided ~ participarts to brng own lunch

Registration: Register online at http:/Avww.autismspectrum.org.aw'content/events-and-workshops
Youl mmal search for this speckic workshop location by entering the location into the Search K eayword” fiekd

Eligibility to participate in this Workshop:

» Parerts or carers of children and young adults aged between 6 - 25 years, diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (AS0)
»  The individual with ASD must be living at home

» Participating families are encouraged {o invite professionals or service providers working with therm to attend the workshop

Families participating in this workshop will:

»  Develop an understanding of autism and how an ASD impacts upon [earming and behaviour

»  Leam how to be proactive by creating an autism friendly ervironment at home

»  Leam how to write an autism specific behaviour support plan for one of their child's behaviours
»  Leam how towrite a plan to respond confidently when challenging behawiour ocours

»  Leam how to teach new skills to promate their child's independence and guality of life

Enquiries:
Contact Amber Day —Workshop Administrator or Heather Kirkhope - Service Coordinator
Fhone: 03 5377 6600 or email: aday@autismspectrum org.au

What participants say about Aspect Positive Behaviour Support Workshops:
f’ N 7 Al

"Brilliant information and concrete strategies to use, thank
you. | have leamt very important self-reflection, being
able to step back and really look at and examine
behaviour, 5o valuable. | really value the focus on being
positive and improving my child's, my own and my
farmily's guality of life. Great workshop — | will highty
recammend it to others "

"Fantastic presentation. very interactive, affirming &
capacity building. |deas not just discussed but taught how
to follow through on”

"Best information session on Autism | have been to. 5o
much clarity about getting to the core behaviour, unpeeling
the onion. Enjoyed all the visuals. Thank you so much.”

Autism Spectrum Australia (Aspect) ABH 12 000 637 267
Aspect Victoria Suite 2B, Level 2, 12 Hall Street Moonee P onds VIC 3039 | P O Box 1115Moonee Ponds VIC 30339 | T 03 9377 6600 W wwaw.aulismspectr um.org.au
Auti gn Spectrum Australia (Aspect) is Austraia's largest not for profit autism specific servic e provider.
E =ta blished in 1966, Aspect provides a wide range of services and support. In 2010 Aspect commenced operation in Victoria.

Aspect has been funded by the Department of Human Services to provide a

we of podtive behavi: across Victoria




2. Announcement

Keynotes Important Dates
° =re . Septerber 2014 21st World Conference
+ Dr.Ann Robirson{USA): Best Practioss in Gif ted Bducatioc

: : Educating Gifted
AnEvidanoe-Based Guide ~ Aogustlst - '
+ Dr. Leonie Kronborg{Australia): Teachig Teachasto i ; Agust10th Zﬂ.ls a n d Ta | e nted C h ' I d re n

Teach the Gifted 2 A

« Dr. Sylvia Rimm (USA} From Underachieverent toWerdrous - Turning ResearchlintoPractice
Achiawerent

+ Dr. Margaret Sutherkand (Sootland): A collaborat e approach
o builing thebridges betwesnresasnch ard practice - - 10-14 August 2015

« Prof ess or Eunice Alencar {Brazifi: Thecry ard Practice of i Odense, Region of Southern Denmark
Creatiity Measrement b Y

+ Prof essor Ching-Chih Kuo{Taman): Gifted traine Studiesof
genda differenoss

+ Dr. Shirley Kokot (South Africa), legacy leynotespasker
Planting a gardent A historical cusrvien of esperianoesbath in
WCGTC and start g a SouthAfrcansdroolforgifted dhikden

+ Dr.Jonathan Plucker(USA) : Critical ks and Practicesin
Gifted Educations What the RessarchSays

Welcome to Odense

It i with great pleasne that we welcome The Waork Council
for Gifted and Takented ChildrenWa K Canferencein 2015 We
corsider our city tobe ane of the enters in Dermark wheniit J
comes toknowiedge and education, and we spport thesein 2
sy way we can 4

Oderes has a bit of everything: City lifeand diversity but alsoa

charming atmosphene and many grean sites right in themidd le London
of the city. Theriwer flowimg through the city monects theparks - .
and offersuniguecpportunities tooombinecity lfewith elaatin S
nbeautifulgreencases. -
Seeyo inOderes!
-AnkerBoye, Mayor of Oderse world Council for Gif and Talented Children

DL s, worldgifted2015.co

(O[5 wwwiworkgifted2015 com

The Strands Are;

Tuming reseandh into ractios
+ Herttifying thegifted and Mertifying thetalerted
«+ Educating and ectending gifted leamers
+ Develping takents inthehome, clasaroon and beyord
+ Ressardhon the gifted
+ Coroeptual framamors for teaching the gifted
+ Curriouban for the gifted
- Digitalard Techrological Applicat iorsand Practices inGifted
Education

Giving gifted and taklented chikdrena woice
+ Aduocacy for gifted shuderts
+ Parnerships to ahanceeducating thagifted
+ Creathity and socia lemotiona | dewslopment
+ Creathity nmathematics
+ Valoes education fo thegifted

r-:II + Twice-eeceptiona| gifted lamers

wail L thooghe
P by
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Focus of the

On-site collboration
+ Shad
World Conference Nt dier grougs
‘With the gmup of rEseandars and practitioners inthe Onlinecollaboration
area of gifted and talermed educat onbeing Eltety a T T nfomnati
sl e need 1o @me togatheron aglobal scaleis a ?:;E:fr?gemuuewrmﬂ en
essertial + E-learming qutiors

This i whiy asthefoots of this memat ioa | o ferene
wae sLggest working togethar infransforming lmovdedge
fronn researdh imtopractica | tooks for teaders and other
educatonrs to uss m aneveryday bazis Wewillunge all
particpants totake peart i this collsboration ad net-
waorking inorder for the gifted anea to aduanos We right
EEN 3]res0n a joint researchproject to be camied outon
aglobal scale

By fadilitat fg 2 corferanoevdenswweanot onby shane inior-
rrat bt priocess it throogh oolldborat ionand ooss-
berder netivorking, wehaue thepotert sl to both indease
theefiect weness of and validate previcusly solated
research oalls whilst a ko forging aruch monetight it
mtemiational cormmunity. Thisconmunity i something we
refer toasthe Tioba Village” Thmogh i, wehope toreach
anetworking milestons fron whidhwe may ontinoe 1o
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wwnLworld-gifted.org

http://worldgifted2015.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/2nd-announcement.pdf
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GATEWAYS

FESTEVALS

G.A.T.EZWAYS DECEMBER ‘FESTIVALS OF WORKSHOPS’

Once again G.A.T.E.WAY'S will finish the school year with two festivals full of fun and
challenge. A large range of workshops across the curriculum will be offered.

The Prep Festival of Workshops will be hosted by Firbank Girls’ Grammar School in
Brighton on Thursday 11 December and Friday 12 December.

The Year 1-6 Festival of Workshops will be hosted by Lauriston Girls” School on Monday 15
December and Tuesday 16 December.

Parents are able to enrol in these Festivals directly from the Festivals page on the
G.AT.E.WAYS website:
http://www.gateways.edu.au/programs/festivals/end-of-year-festivals

Enrolments open on October 20 and the fee is $96.00 per day.

These programs fill very, very quickly, so if you are interested in enrolling your children,
please do so as soon as possible after the opening date.

GATEWAYS .

THE CHALLENGE

The very popular team-based competition, The G.A.T.E.WAY'S Challenge will be running
throughout Term 4 for students from Years 3-6. Each week will see teams from many schools
competing in heats in Melbourne, Canberra and Brisbane, with the finals on 3 December. Has
your child’s school entered teams yet. If they are interested, information can be found on the
Challenge page on the G.A.T.E.WAYS website:
http://www.gateways.edu.au/programs/challenge
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PERSONA DOLLS
http://giftedresources.wordpress.com/2014/10/12/persona-dolls/

Recently | received a request from a teacher to answer some questions relating to giftedness to help
her develop a persona doll for an assignment she was doing.
She supplied this information about persona dolls and the doll she intended to create.

“A persona doll is a doll developed by a practitioner/educator to enable children to gain an awareness and
understanding of the richness and diversity of different backgrounds and lifestyles as well as to help children
learn strategies for dealing with unfairness against themselves and others.

The dolls are given personalities, family and cultural backgrounds, likes and dislikes and the stories that are
created around them enable children to explore positive and negative emotions.

To be able to develop one, | need to research and consult with children and their families to develop the
persona doll identity and story. This is to avoid stereotypes and to provide an authentic representation of the
children and their challenges.

I believe that developing a persona doll about giftedness can also be a way to advocate because children,
families and educators where it will be shared will be cognizant of the current realities and difficulties faced by
children that are gifted.”

She then asked a large number of detailed questions about ethnic, socio-economic and cultural
conditions and everyday life matters to help her build a unique and authentic persona for her doll.
She would have liked to ask the questions to my youngest child also, hoping to hear a child’s voice

expressed. Our youngest is now in his twenties; so was not able to provide the child voice.

After replying that gifted children can be found in every ethnic, socio-economic and religion group so
she could choose whatever background she felt most comfortable to use; | answered the giftedness
related questions and some of the everyday life issues questions using my twice exceptional blog
character, Sprite, to personalise the answers.

| have written a blog post about my answers for a post on Sprite’s Site at

http://spritessite.wordpress.com/2014/10/13/could-sprite-be-a-persona-doll/

| then decided that | would like to create a Sprite persona doll myself and wrote blog posts about the
process at

http://spritessite.wordpress.com/2014/10/16/sprite-to-be/

http://spritessite.wordpress.com/2014/10/17/not-sprite-to-be-a-persona-in-her-own-right/

http://spritessite.wordpress.com/2014/10/30/sprite-as-a-persona-doll/
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Learning
Difficulties
Coalition

For Parents, Teachers
& Health Professionals

Gn‘ted with Learning Disability

Presented by

| 2l

s

www.ldc. org.au

YENUE:

Parramatta Leagues Club, Sterling Room
13-15 O'Connell St, Parramatta

TIME:

Registation 9.20am,

Seminar (with queston fime) 10am-12pm
COST:

Seminar Payment Only

$30  Seminar - LDC Member

$55  Seminar - Mon LDC member
Seminar & Membership Ofter

50 Seminar entry & MEW Ihdividual
m'ship untl 31 May2015)
Seminar entry & NEW School
m'ship (untl 31 May2015)
PARKING:

Free parking atthe Cub

w5

Carol Barnes

Tuesday 18th Nm*ember 2014

Because the term ‘learning disability” (LD) is sometimes erroneously
used as a euphermism for “low IQ° or ‘intellectually impaired’, some
assume that gifted children do not have learning disabilities and that
LD children could not possibly be gifted. This is not the case. In fact,
children with LD, ADHD, ASD or other disabilities may also be
academically gifted, sometimes exceptionally so. This interactive
practical session will help parents and teachers identify some of the
early warning signs that a child who has been identified with
developmental differences is also a gifted child who is hiding in plain
sight. we’ll also consider how parents can most effectively advocate
for such children, and how parents and teachers can work
collaboratively to provide classroom support and to apply for and
implernent disability adjustrments for in-school activities and for tests
and exams.

2 registrants @ member rates per Individual Membership
5 staff @ member rates per School A2vganisaiion Mernbership

Regizter onling @ wwwlde.org an OR complete this fornand send with
pawrenttothe LOC Office. Seats are limited.

REGIETRATION & PAYMENT must be received by Tuesday 11th Howvember

Mame:

School Mame (fapplicable):

Address:

Ph:

Payment type {please hck)

Flagse sert pody sUrnaime a5 the refarencea 1d kerfy pajprmant

Payment amount {please tck)
Seminar Payment

O #30 Seminar entry LOC Mernber

O #45 Seminar entry Mon LDC Mernber

Brail (PRINT CGLEARLY):

GST FREE
O Paypal OF creditcard (go to wwwlde orgau)

D Chegque Money order (Made out to "Learning Difficulties Coaliion")
Post to: LOC Office, PO BCOx 140, We strnead, 2145

D Direct Depaosit (Bt George Bank, BEE 112 579, &/C No: 044 050 245

TAX INVOICE AEBHN 93 046 401 929

Office Use Only

Trata: Feceipt Ma:
Feg List: Ernail Reg:
Contact: Ernail Paid:

Seminar & Membership Ofter
[ 350 Serrinar entry & NEW individual mernbership untl May 31, 2015)
O %75 Serrinar entry & NEW schoal membership pntl May 51, 2015

Refind of fees, less 30% administration, will be awilable upo 14 days mior o conference commencement Mo cancellatons acce pted
later than 14 days D conference. Substiu ® delegates welcomed atno extra charge.




From Bill Zimmerman
MakeBeliefsComix.com Launches Free Comic E-book
To Help Literacy, ELL Students Express Their Creativity

In its efforts to provide more writing tools for educators, MakeBeliefsComix.com has launched a free
interactive digital comic book for students enrolled in literacy and English Language Learner
programs.

The book, MakeBeliefsComix FILL-ins, is found at http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/eBooks/ and is a
do-it-yourself comic book where students supply the words to complete the book. The comic e-book
provides a place where students can give MakeBeliefsComix characters their own words and
thoughts. All students need to do is follow the writing prompts and fill in the blank talk and thought
balloons to determine what characters say and think.

Some comic situations in the book:

.A girl is depicted with several blank thought balloons around her head with the caption: So many
things on her mind.

.A character is shown singing a song with a blank balloon over her head, and the caption asks, Quick,
give her some lyrics to sing.

.A character is shown with her father who has a blank talk balloon over his head, with the caption
saying: The words she always wanted to hear.

The book’s interactive PDF format allows readers to write directly on their computer screens into the
blank talk and thought balloons on the different pages. When students are done typing, they can
simply save the document until the next time they are inspired to make new entries or print out what
they created.

In addition to MakeBeliefsComix FILL-ins, the online comic strip generator also has published another
free e-book entitled Words | Wish Someone Had Said to Me As a Kid. It offers encouraging words to
boys and girls as they make their way in the world. Says Bill Zimmerman, author of both digital books
and creator of MakeBeliefsComix.com, “I lost my father when | was young and missed hearing the
words that a child need to hear from his or her parent. A few years ago, right before Father’s Day, |
longed for my dad very much, and to seek comfort | began writing a letter from him to me, saying
some of the things which | wanted to hear — that he loved me and was proud of the person | had
grown up to become.” Zimmerman kept writing more of these letters and they grew into this book to
inspire children. Space is also provided within the book for youngsters to also express their own
thoughts and concerns.

I hope young readers will turn to the book whenever they need a good word or when they are feeling
lonely or unsure,” says Zimmerman. “Also, a parent or teacher may find new ideas for future personal
messages to the young people in their lives, and they can also read and discuss the book’s thoughts
with students.”

The two new digital books are part of a series that also includes: Make Beliefs to Spark Your Writing;
Hummingbird Joy: A Book of all the Things that Make You Happy, and Laptop Letters: Sending Wise
& Loving Messages to Young People in Your Life.

In addition to the two new e-books, the web site also has added new characters in color and word art
for students to use in creating their comic stories. A lesson plan for educators who use the site in
working with students with autism has been added to the Lesson Plans section.

More than 225,000 educators and students from more than 180 countries visit
MakeBeliefsComix.com each month to build their own comic strips and practice language, writing and
reading skills. The site was selected by Google as UNESCO as among the world’s most innovative
sites to encourage literacy and writing. And the American Library Association chose it as a Great
Web Site for Kids.

A pioneer in developing interactive techniques to encourage writing, Zimmerman for many years
edited the nationally syndicated Newsday Student Briefing Page, which was twice nominated for a
Pulitzer Prize.
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Hoagies Blog Hops
http://www.hoagiesqifted.org/blog hops.htm

Hoagies' Blog Hop November 2014: Self-care
http://www.hoagiesqifted.org/blog hop qifted self care.htm

GHF Blog Hops
http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/blogs/blog-hop/

GHF October blog hop
http://qgiftedhomeschoolers.ora/blog-hops/qifted-grown-ups/

Sprite’s Site post for this blog hop
http://spritessite.wordpress.com/2014/10/20/qifted-grown-ups/

GTChat Blog
http://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/2014/10/29/honest-collaboration-
with-technology-our-quest-ginger-lewman/

http://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/2014/10/24/reclaiming-the-
freedom-to-learn-with-nikhil-goyal/

http://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/2014/10/15/effective-grouping-of-
gifted-students-with-quest-lisa-van-gemert/

http://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/2014/10/08/why-smart-kids-worry-
with-quest-allison-edwards/
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SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES

The Education Show 2015
http://www.theeducationshow.com.au/

SPELD Victoria Inc
http://www.speldvic.org.au/

The Age More students take on VCE subjects early
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/more-students-take-on-vce-subjects-early-
20141024-11b4rv.html

The Nerdy Book Club
http://nerdybookclub.wordpress.com/

Jackie Hosking Pass it on blog
http://jackiehoskingpio.wordpress.com/

Celi Trepanier No! For the last time, NOT every child is gifted!
http://crushingtallpoppies.com/2014/03/19/no-for-the-last-time-every-child-is-not-

qifted/

Mr Kemp 10 steps to creating the perfect educational twitter account
http://mrkempnz.com/2014/09/10-steps-to-creating-the-perfect-educational-twitter-
account.html

OZelive dates for 2015
http://australianeducators.ning.com/ozelive2015/ozelive-2015-dates-for-your-diary

Connected Educator
http://connectededucator.vic.edu.au/

Connected Educators
http://connectededucators.org/

TAGT Conference 2014
http://tagtconference.org/

Rediscovering yourself Binocular vision and the gifted
http://rediscovering-yourself.com/binocular-behavior-the-qgifted-a-dysfunctional-form-
of-self-protection-and-control/

Creative math coach One size does not fit all
http://creativemathcoach.wordpress.com/2014/10/14/tuesday-morning-blog-one-
size-does-not-fit-all/
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SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would
like to receive your own copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at
http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html

If you have been given a printout copy and would like to subscribe to the newsletter but are not able
to receive email attachments you can read this newsletter online at
http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html

You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), unsubscribe or change your
subscription options, from this address.

If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you
would like included in our newsletter please email contributions@giftedresources.org

DISCLAIMER

Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites that could be of
interest. Inclusion in Gifted Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or
guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific needs.

Kind regards, Jo Freitag

Gifted Resources

Postal

89 Third Ave

Rosebud

Victoria 3939

Phone (03) 5981 2439

Website: www.giftedresources.org

Email: jo@giftedresources.org
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