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 Gifted Resources News 
 

Tra la it’s May! This year is passing so fast! 
This month we have news of the coming VAGTC 
conference and some programs being offered in Term 
2 by CHIP and Thinking Outside the Box as well as 
other conferences and workshops and a booklet 
offered by Sue Larkey. 
The Memory Elephant warned me that he is booked 
up for several weeks.  
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WHAT’S IN THE IN TRAY?       
 
These items have been received recently and can be found in the In Tray which is located on the 
Home page of Gifted Resources Website www.giftedresources.org  If you are not able to access the 
links here please go to the In Tray to access them.  
If you would like information included in the newsletter and/or the In Tray please send to 
contributions@giftedresources.org  
 
 
 
VAGTC Conference Melbourne Gifted Education Essentials: Tools for Putting Theory into Practice 
Practical ideas and effective teaching strategies for achieving student potential. 21- 22 May, 2015 
WEBSITE 
VAGTC Conference Parent Seminar 21 May 2015 WEBSITE 
GATSTA Conference Friday 29 May 2015 Aim High WEBSITE 
WCGTC 21st WORLD CONFERENCE Odense Denmark 10-14 August 2015 WEBSITE 
 

GIFTED SUPPORT GROUPS 
 
GIFTED SUPPORT NETWORK INC. 

Active network in Melbourne's south eastern, western and north eastern regions 
offering the following services to families with gifted children: 
* "Mini Minds" - activities for preschoolers 
* "Primary Minds" - activities for primary school aged children and their parents 
* "Teens & Tweens" - activities for teenagers and their parents each term 
* Information evenings with expert speakers covering issues relating to the gifted 
* Daytime and evening social events for parents to share their experience of 
parenting the gifted child 
* Comprehensive members’ library 
* Regular email/Facebook updates on events/articles of interest to families with 
gifted children 
For further information visit www.giftedsupport.org 
P.O. Box PO Box 2808 
 Cheltenham, 3192 
Email address is admin@giftedsupport.org 
BROCHURE PDF BROCHURE 
 
 

'THE BIG BANG COFFEE CLUB' 
The Big Bang Coffee Club meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 9.30am (School and Public 
Holidays excepted) at: 
The Coffee Club  
Shop 49-50 
Moonee Ponds Central 
14-16 Hall Street 
Moonee Ponds  
All are welcome.  
For newcomers: Moonee Ponds is well serviced by public transport. For drivers, free undercover 
parking for up to 3 hours is available at Moonee Ponds Central:  

http://www.giftedresources.org/
mailto:contributions@giftedresources.org
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/parent-seminar-extended-gifted-seminar-from-previously-advertised-seminar-0
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/parent-seminar-extended-gifted-seminar-from-previously-advertised-seminar-0
https://gatsta.wordpress.com/
http://worldgifted2015.com/
http://www.giftedsupport.org/
http://www.giftedsupport.org/
mailto:admin@giftedsupport.org
http://www.giftedresources.org/gr/files/gsnbrochure.pdf


 

Enter from Mt Alexander Road, Hall Street, or Homer Street. Park your car, go through the entrance 
doors and take the escalator to the top floor, where you will see Kmart, and it is a few doors down 
from there, on the corner (Adjacent to Hall Street). 
For more information please contact:  
Nicole Lawrence nicole_lawrence@mailcan.com Mobile 0413 754 278 
 
MAROONDAH GIFTED CHILDREN"S PARENTS' ASSOC.   
Morning Coffee at MacDonald's, Maroondah Hwy. Croydon Vic. at 10.30 am on the first  Wednesday 
of the month  
Postal address: 
c/- 13 Heathwood St 
Ringwood East Vic 3135  
Contact Jennifer Grant  
Phone 9779 4218  
ijgrant@optusnet.com.au 
Louise Howe Phone 9801 2912  
louise_h@tpg.com.au 

BELGRAVE PARENT SUPPORT GROUP 
Meetings generally monthly on Mondays 
Contact Heike Reich 
Phone (03) 9752 5420 
Email heikemagnus@yahoo.com.au  
 
 

CASTERTON AND DISTRICT AREA 
Catriona Hill would like to connect with other parents of gifted children in Casterton and District area 
Contact: Catriona Hill 
Phone (03)55812529 
Mobile 0419008734 
Email: antrim@netspace.net.au 
Web: http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/tallpoppysyndrome/ 

GIFTED RESOURCE AND INFORMATION GROUP - CASEY/CARDINIA  
For families with gifted children in Casey/Cardinia  
Contact 
Victoria Poulos 
Phone 0420 286 307 
Email victoriapoulos@gmail.com  

CHIP GEELONG 
http://www.chipgeelong.ingeelong.com.au/?page_id=38  
CHIP Family Support Group Geelong 
http://www.chipgeelong.ingeelong.com.au/?page_id=12 
Future events for details see http://www.chipgeelong.ingeelong.com.au/?page_id=63  
Contact  
Maura Donohue email mauradonohue@aapt.net.au 

GIFTED FAMILIES SUPPORT GROUP (NSW) 

http://gfsg.org.au/  

For details of coming events and activities see 
http://gfsg.org.au/whats-on/4583307471  

http://service.mail.com/callgate-6.66.3.0/rms/6.66.3.0/mail/getBody?folderId=40&messageId=MTImKPa1Wy89KL7Q1G9uAHVhZoUVtRgh&purpose=display&bodyType=html
mailto:ijgrant@optusnet.com.au
mailto:louise_h@tpg.com.au
mailto:heikemagnus@yahoo.com.au
mailto:antrim@netspace.net.au
http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/tallpoppysyndrome/
mailto:victoriapoulos@gmail.com
http://www.chipgeelong.ingeelong.com.au/?page_id=38
http://www.chipgeelong.ingeelong.com.au/?page_id=12
http://www.chipgeelong.ingeelong.com.au/?page_id=63
mailto:mauradonohue@aapt.net.au
http://gfsg.org.au/
http://gfsg.org.au/whats-on/4583307471


 

VAGTC NEWS 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/  

 

 

 

Raising Children Network 

 http://raisingchildren.net.au/ 
 have requested the help of the VAGTC to get the details of families willing to 
participate in their research and give a summary of their story to help build up and 
share information about parenting gifted children. They would be interested to hear 
about challenges/delights of parenting and education measures which proved 
successful or disappointing 
If you like to share your story or would like to find out more about this project contact 
the VAGTC president Carmel Meehan on pcmeehan@bigpond.net.au   
RCN will then contact the people whose stories could be used as a written anecdote 
or maybe a short interview on a video  

 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/
http://raisingchildren.net.au/
mailto:pcmeehan@bigpond.net.au


 

 
 
For full details see http://www.vagtc.asn.au/parent-seminar-extended-gifted-seminar-
from-previously-advertised-seminar-0  

 
 

 

 The VAGTC has been contracted by DET to deliver teacher and parent half day 
seminars in 5 country towns in Victoria. VAGTC are writing an online resource for 
teachers to be placed on the DET website. 
DET are also a major sponsor for the May Conference 
 

 

http://www.vagtc.asn.au/parent-seminar-extended-gifted-seminar-from-previously-advertised-seminar-0
http://www.vagtc.asn.au/parent-seminar-extended-gifted-seminar-from-previously-advertised-seminar-0


 

 
 
 



 

Personas, profiles and portraits 
https://jofreitag.wordpress.com/  
 

 
 
Meet the gifted country kids Adam and Evelyn - the latest additions to my Persona 
dolls 
https://jofreitag.wordpress.com/2015/04/29/meet-the-country-kids/  

 

Uses of Persona Dolls 

Persona dolls are usually developed by a practitioner/educator to enable children to gain an 

awareness and understanding of diversity of different backgrounds and lifestyles and to help children 

learn strategies for dealing with unfairness. The dolls each have their own story, personality, family 

and cultural background and likes and dislikes. 

They are usually used in early childhood education but can also be used counseling and therapy. 

I have a few extra purposes in mind for my group of dolls. 

PD Cubed 

One of my potential projects for these Persona Dolls is what I call PD Cubed. 

One or more of the Persona Dolls with their personal stories and QR codes directing to sources of 

information can be set up in Perspex cubes which can be used in Professional Development either as 

visual aids for a speaker or as a static display. 

https://jofreitag.wordpress.com/
https://jofreitag.wordpress.com/2015/04/29/meet-the-country-kids/


 

Children of High Intellectual Potential (CHIP) weekly Classes in Maths are 
starting at Middle Park Primary School. There will be a four week trial beginning on 
May 28th. Millicent Henry (MEd in Gifted Education) will be facilitating these and they 
will run from 1.50 to 2.50 each Thursday.  The classes will be held in the Library and 
engage selected students from years 3 through 6. Contact Mrs Karvouni for further 
details 
  
  
Children of High Intellectual Potential (CHIP) weekly Classes in Maths and 
Language are starting at Middle Park Primary School. There will be a four week trial 
beginning on May 28th. Millicent Henry (MEd in Gifted Education) will be facilitating 
these and they will run from 4pm to 6pm each Thursday.  The classes will be held in 
the Library at Middle Park Primary School. Costs for the four week trial will be $95 
per student. Enrolments can be made through the link on the 
website www.chip.edu.au and are open to all Primary and Secondary aged students. 
For further information, contact Millicent on 0448 880 331 or 
email mhenry@bigpond.net.au. 
 
 
FROM SUE LARKEY 
HAPPY Autism Awareness Day, 
I am very excited to have collated into one easy to read document my top practical 
tips and forms to help make a a difference. It also includes YouTube clips of me 
explaining the tip sheets and strategies. Click on the YouTube icon on the tip sheet 
to see the video. 
Just Click the link below. 
Best Wishes 
Sue 
PS: Please share the book with anyone who you think may benefit from the 
information. 
http://suelarkey.com.au/media/Key_Tips_for_Understanding_ASD_-_E-Book.pdf  

 
FROM PAT SLATTERY AT WISEONES 
 
Advanced notice that WiseOnes 18th annual conference will be held on 16 October 
2015. More details in future newsletters. 
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http://worldgifted2015.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/2nd-announcement.pdf  
Worldgifted 2015 pre-conference workshops 
http://worldgifted2015.com/pre-conference-workshops/ 
Scholarships 
http://www.world-gifted.org/WorldConf/Scholarships#top  

http://worldgifted2015.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/2nd-announcement.pdf
http://worldgifted2015.com/pre-conference-workshops/
http://www.world-gifted.org/WorldConf/Scholarships#top


 

 Parent Information Forum: Video Games and their Impact on 
Children and Young People 
 It is with great pleasure that the City of Whitehorse will be hosting our "Video Games and their 
Impact on Children and Young People" Parent Information Forum on Thursday evening, 11th June.  
Steven Dupon, founder of www.videogames.org.au and Manager of YMCA Youth Services will 
present: 

•        Both the positive and negative impacts of video game technology; 
•        How video games can be utilised as a positive contributor to a child's development; 
•        How to avoid video game addiction; 
•        How to keep kids safe online and; 
•        How to deal with the inappropriate content in some video games. 

  
Date: Thursday 11th June 2015 
Times: 7.30pm-9.30pm 
Where: Whitehorse Centre (Rear of 379-397 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading) 
  
I would really appreciate you distributing this email and attached flyer through your networks and to 
any parents, grandparents or carers who you think might benefit from this forum.  Places are limited 
so booking early is recommended.  Families can now book online through the Whitehorse Council 
website (link is provided on the flyer).  They can also view the other Parent Information forums 
planned for 2015.  
 A $2 gold coin donation per person is requested on the night which will be donated to a Child and 
Family service operating in the municipality to support their work. 
 For further information please do not hesitate to contact me on 9262 6175 
or molly.block@whitehorse.vic.gov.au 
 Kind Regards, 
Molly Block 
Parent Resource Officer (Monday, Tuesday, Friday) 

Health and Family Services 

Email: molly.block@whitehorse.vic.gov.au 
 
 

 

 

http://www.videogames.org.au/
mailto:molly.block@whitehorse.vic.gov.au
mailto:molly.block@whitehorse.vic.gov.au


 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SOME INTERESTING BLOGS 

 
GTChat Blog 

https://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/2015/04/28/building-peer-support-
networks-for-gifted-kids/  
 
https://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/2015/04/21/gifted-unschooling-
with-guest-amy-harrington/  
 
https://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/2015/04/14/giftedness-across-the-
lifespan-do-gifted-children-gifted-adults/  
 
https://globalgtchatpoweredbytagt.wordpress.com/2015/04/07/guest-christine-
fonseca-author-of-raising-the-shy-child/  
 
 
Gifted Homeschoolers Forum Blog Hops 

April Blog hop: Gifted at Different Ages and Stages 
http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/blog-hops/gifted-ages-stages/  
 
Sprite’s Site posts for this hop 
https://spritessite.wordpress.com/2015/04/20/do-you-grow-out-of-giftedness/  
 
https://spritessite.wordpress.com/2015/04/24/on-the-ghf-april-2015-blog-hop/  
 
 
Hoagies Gifted Blog Hops  

Hoagiesgifted May Blog hop: 2E kids 
www.hoagiesgifted.org/blog_hop_2e_kids.htm 
 
Sprite’s Site post for this blog hop  
https://spritessite.wordpress.com/2015/05/01/2e-is/  
 
 

SOME INTERESTING WEBSITES AND BLOG POSTS 
 
Raising Children Network 
http://raisingchildren.net.au/  
 
HEN new website 
https://www.home-ed.vic.edu.au/Home.aspx  
 
Autism MOOC  
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/health-arts-design/schools/arts-social-sciences-
humanities/departments/education-social-sciences/autism-mooc.html  
 

https://openeducation.blackboard.com/mooc-
catalog/courseDetails/view?course_id=_192_1 
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GATSTA Conference Friday 29 May 2015 Aim High 
https://gatsta.wordpress.com/   
 
Gifted Phoenix A digression on breadth depth pace and mastery 
https://giftedphoenix.wordpress.com/2015/04/22/a-digression-on-breadth-depth-
pace-and-mastery/  
 
Toastmasters 
http://www.coachcarole.net/  
 
https://www.toastmasters.org/About/Connect-with-Us  
 
https://www.toastmasters.org/Membership/How-to-Start-a-New-Club/Gavel-Clubs  
 
https://tmyouth.wordpress.com/programs/gavel-club/  
 
Dr James Deslisle on Differentiation 
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2015/01/07/differentiation-doesnt-work.html  
 
 
Dr Gail Post blog post re Dr James Deslisle 
http://giftedchallenges.blogspot.com.au/2015/04/why-differentiated-instruction-
fails.html  
 
GLD Australia 
http://australiangiftedsupport.com/ccmword/wp-
content/uploads/2014/12/1371883953.pdf  
 
The Conversation 
http://theconversation.com/intellectually-gifted-students-often-have-learning-
disabilities-37276  
 
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
You may be receiving this newsletter because someone has forwarded their copy to you. If you would like to receive your own 
copy please subscribe from our newsletter website at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html 
 

If you have been given a printout copy and would like to subscribe to the newsletter but are not able to receive email 
attachments you can read this newsletter online at http://www.giftedresources.org/web/newsletter.html  
You may also access back issues of the newsletter (from January 2005), unsubscribe or change your subscription options, 

from this address. 
If you have news of events, conferences, lectures, workshops, children's programmes, etc. that you would like included in our 
newsletter please email  contributions@giftedresources.org 

 

DISCLAIMER 
Gifted Resources aims to provide information about events, services and websites that could be of interest. Inclusion in Gifted 
Resources Newsletter does not necessarily imply any endorsement or guarantee of quality or suitability to meet your specific 

needs. 
Kind regards, Jo Freitag 
Gifted Resources 

Postal 
89 Third Ave 
Rosebud 

Victoria 3939 
Phone (03) 5981 2439 
Website: www.giftedresources.org 

Email: jo@giftedresources.org 
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